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Introduction

Cancer is currently one of the most widespread and deadly diseases ac-
counting for 13% of all deaths worldwide in 2004 [23]. Despite the extensive
research efforts over the last decades, it still cannot be neither understood
nor cured very effectively. It is known that angiogenesis or the development
of blood vessels plays an import role in tumour growth [22]. Therefore, better
understanding of this process could potentially help us to find new and more
efficient ways to treat cancer.

In the human genome, there are about 22000 genes out of which approx-
imately 350 are known to be involved in angiogenesis. In addition, biologists
have measured the expression of all human genes in thousands of different
conditions. In this work, our goal is to use these measurements to predict
which other of the 22000 genes could also play a role in blood vessel de-
velopment and prioritise them according to their likelihood. Computational
prioritisation of candidate genes is an important question because conducting
biological experiments with all genes would not be physically nor economi-
cally possible.

Our work is a part of a larger EU FP6 project ENFIN subproject called
“Characterize the Human angiogenic sub-network”. The experimental labs of
Prof. Francesca Sanches in Malaga and Prof. Christine Orego at University
College London (UCL) have provided us with a curated list of 341 known
angiogenesis genes. They have compiled the list based on the information
gathered from Gene Ontology [3], literature and commercial microarrays.
We will use this list to make our predictions and afterwards we will send
the results to our ENFIN collaborators in Spain. There they will combine
our results with predictions from two other labs. Finally, they will conduct
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biological experiments to determine which genes are really involved in angio-
genesis.

The first two chapters of this thesis cover the basic biological and ma-
chine learning concepts used throughout this work. In Chapter 3, we compare
various state-of-the-art methods and bioinformatics tools that can be used
to prioritise candidate genes for a specific biologically process. In the next
chapter, we propose a novel machine learning approach that combines re-
sults from many separately trained Support Vector Machines (SVM) into
one prediction. Finally, we show that the new method statistically outper-
forms the existing ones and that the new predicted angiogenesis genes are
indeed biologically relevant.

5



Chapter 1

Biological Background

1.1 Biology Behind Angiogenesis

Angiogenesis is the growth and development of blood vessels. Normally
it takes place during embryonic development, formation of corpus luteum1,
regeneration, and wound healing. Additionally, it has been shown to play a
big role in cancer development.

First of all, without angiogenesis tumours would not be able to grow larger
than 1-2 millimeters in diameter because of lack of oxygen and nutrients.
Experiments with mice [17] have shown that if tumour cells are not able
to induce blood vessel development in the neighbouring cells, they cannot
grow bigger and become dangerous to the organism. Secondly, angiogenesis
makes it possible for cancer to spread and reach other parts of the body using
normal blood circulation. This is called metastasis.

A simplified description of the process is following. First, cancer cells
produce and release various molecules that start angiogenesis. Some of the
most well known molecules are Basic Fibroblast Growth Factor (bFGF) and
Vascular Endothelial Growth Factor (VEGF). These molecules in turn acti-
vate endothelial cells (blood vessel cells) which causes them to split and form
new blood vessels. This is illustrated on Figure 1.1. For further information
on mechanism of angiogenesis, please see [7].

1A yellow mass of tissue that forms in the ovary after ovulation. It is involved in the
production of progestogen, which is needed to sustain a healthy pregnancy.
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Figure 1.1: The role of angiogenesis in cancer. Image taken from [14].

1.2 Gene Expression Experiments

Molecular functions of a cell, such as initiating the growth of blood ves-
sels, are carried out by proteins. Proteins are translated from messenger
RNA (mRNA) which in turn is transcribed from the genes on the DNA.
Genes are in essence continuous regions of DNA that are used to encode pro-
teins. While it is very difficult to measure the level of proteins in a cell, it is
much easier to measure the amount of mRNA. This is the main idea behind
gene expression microarray experiments. Although it is an indirect method,
it can still give reasonable estimation of the level of proteins. Microarrays
have become popular in the recent years because they are relatively cheap
and allow to measure the expression of thousands of genes in one experiment.
There are many companies in this field, each having their own slight techno-
logical differences but the main idea is the same. Our data is obtained from
Affymetrix [10] chips, so we give a short overview of this technology.

A gene expression chip is designed as follows. First, a set of specifically
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chosen oligonucleotides (25-mers) called probes2 are printed to a solid surface
(glass, plastic or silicon chips) in an orderly manner. The resulting chips are
called microarrays. To measure the amount of mRNA, it is first extracted
from the cells of interest. This could be a normal cell, a cancer cell or
a cell infected by some other disease. Next, the mRNA is converted to
complementary DNA (cDNA) using the reverse transcriptase enzyme. This
enzyme works by scanning the mRNA and synthesizing its nucleotides (A, U,
G and C) into their DNA complements (T, A, C and G respectively). When
this is done, a fluorescent dye is added to the cDNA to make it possible to
measure its presence.

Finally, the microarray is hybridized with the cDNA prepared as ex-
plained above. In this process the cDNA binds to its complementary oligonu-
cleotides on the chip. A digital image of the microarray is made with laser
scanners and analyzed with a computer. Because the oligonucleotides were
printed onto the array in a fixed order, it is now possible to measure the
amount of mRNA transcribed from different genes by looking at which places
on the array the cDNA bound the most i.e which locations had the most
colour. Results from different probes are aggregated into probe sets and fi-
nally each probe set gets a numerical value. This number does not show the
absolute amount of mRNA, but rather how much one specific probe set is
over- or under-expressed compared to all other probe sets. The steps of a
typical microarray experiment are illustrated on Figure 1.2.

In the perfect world each probe set would correspond to a single gene.
However, because some genes on DNA can overlap and the microarrays were
often designed before there was much knowledge about the existence and
placement of all of the genes, it sometimes occurs that one probe set actually
measures the expression of many genes.

1.3 Used Data Set

In our study, we used a single very large Affymetrix microarray gene ex-
pression matrix. The data set was combined in European Bioinformatics

2short strings of DNA, that in our case are 25 nucleotides long
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with the quartz wafer, which ensures that oligonucleotide synthesis is only
activated at precise locations on the wafer. When near‐ultraviolet light
shines through the mask, terminal hydroxyl groups on the linker molecules
in exposed areas of the wafer are deprotected, thereby activating them for
nucleotide coupling, while linkers in unexposed regions remain protected
and inactive. A solution containing a deoxynucleoside phosphoramidite
monomer with a light‐sensitive protecting group is flushed over the surface
of the wafer, and the nucleoside attaches to the activated linkers (coupling
step), initiating the synthesis process.

Oligonucleotide synthesis proceeds by repeating the two basic steps:
deprotection and coupling. For each round of synthesis, deprotection gen-
erally uses a unique mask from the designed set. The coupling steps
alternate through the addition of A‐, C‐, G‐, or T‐modified nucleotides.
The deprotection and coupling cycle is repeated until all of the full‐length
probe sequences, usually 25‐mers, are completed. Algorithms that optimize

FIG. 1. Flowchart of a GeneChip System microarray experiment. Once the nucleic acid
sample has been obtained, target amplification and labeling result in a labeled sample. The
labeled sample is then injected into the probe array and allowed to hybridize overnight in the
hybridization oven. Probe array washing and staining occur on the fluidics station, which can
handle four probe arrays simultaneously. The probe array is then ready to be scanned in the
Affymetrix GeneChip scanner, where the fluorescence intensity of each feature is read. Data
output includes an intensity measurement for each transcript or the detailed sequence or
genotyping (SNP) information.

6 array platforms [1]

Figure 1.2: The steps of a microarray experiment. Image taken from [10].

Institute (EBI) by Margus Lukk [20]. It consists of 22283 probe sets and
5372 experiments obtained from ArrayExpress gene expression database [4].
From a computer science perspective it is a 22283 by 5372 real valued ma-
trix in which rows correspond to probe sets and columns to experiments.
On the intersection of each row and column is the expression value of one
probe set in one experiment. The expression values for each experiment were
obtained in the manner described in Section 1.2. Because of the reasons al-
ready mentioned in Section 1.2 one probe set can correspond to many genes
and vice versa, one gene might be measured by many probe sets. The data
set is available for download from the ArrayExpress database with the id
E-MTAB-62.

Before conducting any experiments, we normalized the data row-wise.
This means that for each value in each row we subtracted the mean of the
row from it and divided it by the standard deviation of the row.
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1.4 Pre-processing of the Curated List

There were three reasons why the curated list of genes provided by the
experimental labs needed to be pre-processed. First, we wanted to exclude
the genes that were added to the curated list based on microarray data. It
was necessary, because we planned to use microarray data in our experiments
and we did not want the predictions of other methods on the same type of
data to influence our results. This left us with 200 genes instead of the initial
341.

Secondly, we wanted to include some additional previously known angio-
genesis genes that are used on a commercially available angiogenesis PCR3

array. PCR array is yet another technology that can be used to measure
the expression of genes. We assumed that if a gene has been put onto a
commercially available angiogenesis PCR array then there should be enough
proof for that gene to be related to angiogenesis.

As a third step, we had to convert the gene names, because in the curated
list the genes were given by their name, but in our data set we had probe
set identifiers. The g:Convert tool, part of the g:Profiler [24] web-tool, was
used to achieve this. During this step we also removed probe sets that were
corresponding to more than one gene, because there was no way to make
sure which gene they were actually measuring.

As a result, we obtained a list of 405 probe set identifiers that we used
as the training set for all the methods that we studied. We ended up with
more probe set identifiers than was the initial number of genes, because some
genes corresponded to multiple probe sets.

3polymerase chain reaction, a method used to amplify a single or few copies of a piece
of DNA across several orders of magnitude
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Chapter 2

Machine Learning Background

One of the aims of machine learning (ML) is to generalise the knowledge
present in examples and make statistically sound predictions based on that.
The examples that we are trying to learn from are usually referred to as
the training set. Mathematically, we can represent the training set in the
following way:

S = {(x1, y1), ..., (xk, yk), xi ∈ X, yi ∈ Y }

where X and Y are some properties of the phenomena under study. Usually
the values of X are known for all data points, but the values of Y are known
for only the samples in the training set. The goal is then to find a function
f : X → Y which has low training error (number of training samples for
which f(xi) 6= yi) and at the same time performs well in predicting the
values of Y for new data points.

For example, X could be a set of vectors each measuring the expression
of a single gene in many different conditions and Y could consist of labels
{−1,+1} indicating which of these genes are involved in angiogenesis (+1)
and which are not (−1). Machine learning algorithm would then try to learn
the relationship between the vectors and their corresponding labels, or more
specifically, predict which genes are related to angiogenesis.

In the first part of this chapter, we will give a short introduction to
Support Vector Machine (SVM), a popular and well-known machine learning
algorithm. In the second part, we will also cover some standard techniques
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that are used to compare different ML algorithms.

2.1 Support Vector Machine Classification

SVM is a machine learning algorithm that based on a training set with
known labels (classes) can learn a classifier and is thereafter able to predict
on new samples to which class they belong. Formally this corresponds to
X = Rd and Y = {−1, 1}, where Rd denotes all real-valued vectors of length
d. In this chapter we will give only a short overview of this algorithm. For
more detailed tutorial please see [5].

2.1.1 The Separable Case

Let us first assume that points in our training set are linearly separable.
This means that it is possible to draw an hyperplane between samples that
belong to the positive class (label is +1) and to the negative class (label is
−1). Now, for any new data points we can just look at which side of the hy-
perplane they are and predict their class membership based on that. Notice
also that there might be many such hyperplanes that separate the positive
class from the negative class. Suppose that one of those hyperplanes is given
by x ·w+b = 0, where x ∈ Rd is a point lying on the hyperplane and w ∈ Rd

is normal to the hyperplane. Let d+ and d− be the distances from the hyper-
plane to the closest positive and to the closest negative examples respectively.
Let the margin of the hyperplane be d+ + d−. The SVM algorithm simply
tries to find the hyperplane with the largest margin.

The idea of finding the maximal margin hyperplane can be formalized
in the following way: suppose that all training data satisfy the following
constraints:

xi ·w + b > +1 for yi = +1 (2.1)

xi ·w + b 6 −1 for yi = −1 (2.2)

which can be combined into

∀i yi(xi ·w + b)− 1 > 0 (2.3)
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Now, let us look at the points for which the equality in Eq. (2.1) holds.
These points lie on the hyperplane H1 : xi · w + b = 1 with normal w and
distance from the origin |1 − b|/||w||. Similarly, the points for which the
equality in Eq. (2.2) holds lie on the hyperplane H2 : xi · w + b = −1 with
normal w and distance from the origin | − 1 − b|/||w||. Hence d+ = d− =

1/||w|| and the margin is simply

2

||w|| .

Thus we can find the pair of hyperplanes which gives the maximum margin
by minimizing ||w||2, subject to the constraints (2.3). For a typical two
dimensional case, this situation is illustrated in Figure 2.1. Training points
that lie on the hyperplanes H1 and H2 are called support vectors.

SUPPORT VECTOR MACHINES 129

-b
|w|

w

Origin

Margin
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H
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Figure 5. Linear separating hyperplanes for the separable case. The support vectors are circled.

xi · w+ b ≥ +1 for yi = +1 (10)

xi · w+ b ≤ −1 for yi = −1 (11)

These can be combined into one set of inequalities:

yi(xi · w+ b)− 1 ≥ 0 ∀i (12)

Now consider the points for which the equality in Eq. (10) holds (requiring that there

exists such a point is equivalent to choosing a scale for w and b). These points lie on the
hyperplaneH1 : xi ·w+ b = 1 with normal w and perpendicular distance from the origin
|1 − b|/‖w‖. Similarly, the points for which the equality in Eq. (11) holds lie on the
hyperplane H2 : xi · w+ b = −1, with normal again w, and perpendicular distance from
the origin | − 1 − b|/‖w‖. Hence d+ = d− = 1/‖w‖ and the margin is simply 2/‖w‖.
Note that H1 and H2 are parallel (they have the same normal) and that no training points

fall between them. Thus we can find the pair of hyperplanes which gives the maximum

margin by minimizing ‖w‖2, subject to constraints (12).
Thus we expect the solution for a typical two dimensional case to have the form shown in

Figure 5. Those training points for which the equality in Eq. (12) holds (i.e. those which

wind up lying on one of the hyperplanes H1, H2), and whose removal would change the

solution found, are called support vectors; they are indicated in Figure 5 by the extra circles.

We will now switch to a Lagrangian formulation of the problem. There are two reasons

for doing this. The first is that the constraints (12) will be replaced by constraints on the

Lagrange multipliers themselves, which will be much easier to handle. The second is that

in this reformulation of the problem, the training data will only appear (in the actual training

and test algorithms) in the form of dot products between vectors. This is a crucial property

which will allow us to generalize the procedure to the nonlinear case (Section 4).

Thus, we introduce positive Lagrange multipliers αi, i = 1, · · · , l, one for each of the
inequality constraints (12). Recall that the rule is that for constraints of the form ci ≥ 0, the
constraint equations are multiplied by positive Lagrange multipliers and subtracted from

Figure 2.1: Linear separating hyperplanes for the separable case. The sup-
port vectors are circled. An illustration taken from [5].

To summarise, we have the following optimization problem:

min
b,w

w ·w, (2.4)

subject to
yi(xi ·w + b)− 1 > 0 (2.5)
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2.1.2 The Non-Separable Case

Due to noise or other factors the data in hand is often not linearly sepa-
rable but we would still like to learn the best classifier. One way to solve this
is to introduce slack variables ξi, which allow some points to lie on the wrong
side of the hyperplane. This results in the following optimization problem:

min
b,w,ξi

w ·w + C
l∑

i=1

ξi, (2.6)

subject to
yi(xi ·w + b) > 1− ξi, ξi > 0 (2.7)

The parameter C is a free parameter chosen by the user and a larger C
corresponds to assigning a higher penalty to errors. In practice, the best C
is usually determined by empirical methods such as k-fold cross-validation or
bootstrapping and choosing the value that minimizes error.

2.1.3 Finding the Optimal Hyperplane

The separable case is a special case of the non-separable case where there
are no slack variables. Therefore, we present the solution only for the latter.
Based on optimisation theory, it is possible to show that the optimisation
problem of the non-separable case is equivalent to

max
α

W (α) =
l∑

i=1

αi −
1

2

l∑

i,j=1

yiyjαiαjxi · xj, (2.8)

subject to
l∑

i=1

yiαi = 0, (2.9)

∀i C > αi > 0 (2.10)

Given the parameters of the optimal hyperplane α∗i and b∗, class of the
point x can be determined by

y = sign(
l∑

i=1

yiα
∗
ixi · x + b∗)
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and the SVM decision value used many times throughout this thesis is simply
the value of

dv(x) =
l∑

i=1

yiα
∗
ixi · x + b∗.

The maximal margin hyperplane can be found using numerical methods
that normally converge to global optimum. Fortunately, there are several
SVM libraries available that do specifically that. In our experiments, we
used e1071 package for R that is based on LIBSVM [8].

One-Class SVMs for Document Classification

Figure 1: One-class SVM

One-Class SVM Classifier.   The origin is the only original member of the second class.

Origin

-1

+1

min
1
2
‖w‖2 +

1
vl

l∑

i=1

ξi − ρ

subject to
(w · Φ(xi)) ≥ ρ− ξi i = 1, 2, ..., l ξi ≥ 0

If w and ρ solve this problem, then the decision function

f(x) = sign((w · Φ(x))− ρ)

will be positive for most examples xi contained in the training set.
In our research we used the LIBSVM (version 2.0). This is an integrated tool for support

vector classification and regression which can handle one-class SVM using the Sholkopf etc
algorithms. The LIBSVM 2.0 is available at http://www.csie.ntu.edu.tw/˜cjlin/libsvm. We
used the standard parameters of the algorithm.

For this “one-class SVM”, one has to choose the original frequency representation, (e.g.
the number of features), the appropriate kernel, and for each kernel the appropriate param-
eters. We allowed, linear, sigmoid, polynomial and radial basis kernels; each chosen with
the standard parameters. For the original feature representation, we used binary, tf-idf and
Hadamard representations. For the number of features we tried 10, 20, 40, 60 and 100
features for the one-class SVM.

3.2 Outlier Methodology

The basic idea is to work first in the feature space, and assume that not only is the origin
in the second class (as in the previous section), but also that all data points “close enough”
to the origin are to be considered as noise or outliers.

143

Figure 2.2: One-Class SVM Classifier. The origin is initially the only member
of the negative class. An illustration taken from [21].

2.2 One-Class SVM

On of the problems that we had was that the curated list of angiogenesis
genes only contained positive examples and no negative ones. Therefore, we
also looked for methods that did not require negative training set. One-Class
SVM also known as novelty detection SVM was first proposed by Schölkopf
et al in [25]. The main difference from the regular SVM is that instead of
constructing a hyperplane between the two classes it tries to separate the
interesting class from the origin. This idea is illustrated on Figure 2.2.
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Formally speaking, the familiar optimisation problem now becomes the
following:

min
b,w,ξi,ρ

w ·w +
1

νl

l∑

i=1

ξi − ρ (2.11)

subject to
∀i (xi ·w) > ρ− ξi, ξi > 0 (2.12)

Here ν ∈ {0, 1} is a parameter specified by the user regulating how far
from the origin the hyperplane will be constructed. Finding the optimal
solution and the corresponding decision function is analogous to the two-
class case. This algorithm is also implemented in the LIBSVM [8] package.

2.3 Comparing Machine Learning Methods

Throughout this work we use 10-fold cross-validation to assess and com-
pare the performance of different algorithms. 10-fold cross-validation means
that the training data is divided into ten non-overlapping sets. Depending on
the algorithm, the training genes can either consist of only angiogenesis genes
or also include the negative set. At each iteration, nine of these sets are used
for training and one for testing. The performance measures are computed
from the testing results only. This ensures that our classifier works well not
only on the training data but also on new, previously unseen data points.

2.3.1 Confusion Matrix

In statistics, a confusion matrix (Table 2.1) is often used to illustrate the
performance of a classification algorithm. It shows how many of the actual
data points are predicted correctly and what types of mistakes are made with
the ones that are not assigned to the appropriate class. One of the merits
of the confusion matrix is that it gives very much information about the
classifier.

On the other hand, many classification algorithms let the user to spec-
ify a threshold at which an instance is considered to be in the positive or
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the negative class. For an example, let us look at the SVM that uses the
decision value to determine the class. By default, the threshold is set to 0
and instances that have higher or lower decision values are classified into
positive and negative classes respectively. Sometimes we might want to raise
(lower) the threshold to make out method more (less) stringent. In that
case, a separate confusion matrix is needed for each threshold value, which
makes it difficult to see how the accuracy of the classifier changes when the
classification threshold is modified. This is especially important in the case
of ranking, where we essentially have as many different thresholds as there
are data points.

Table 2.1: Confusion matrix.

Actual
Positive Negative

Predicted
Positive True Positive (TP) False Positive (FP)
Negative False Negative (FN) True Negative (TN)

2.3.2 Precision-Recall and ROC Curves

Two most popular ways to compare classifiers and to see how they perform
at different cut-offs are the Receiver Operator Characteristic (ROC) curve
and the Precision-Recall curve.

On the ROC curve the True Positive Rate (Eq. 2.13) is plotted against
the False Positive Rate (Eq. 2.14) calculated at each cut-off. To compare two
different classifiers usually areas under these curves (AUC) are computed. A
random classifier would have an area equal to 0.5 and a perfect classifier
would have an area equal to 1.

True Positive Rate =
TP

TP + FN
(2.13)

False Positive Rate =
FP

FP + TN
(2.14)
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The Relationship Between Precision-Recall and ROC Curves
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Figure 1. The difference between comparing algorithms in ROC vs PR space

tween these two spaces, and whether some of the in-
teresting properties of ROC space also hold for PR
space. We show that for any dataset, and hence a
fixed number of positive and negative examples, the
ROC curve and PR curve for a given algorithm con-
tain the “same points.” Therefore the PR curves for
Algorithm I and Algorithm II in Figure 1(b) are, in a
sense that we formally define, equivalent to the ROC
curves for Algorithm I and Algorithm II, respectively
in Figure 1(a). Based on this equivalence for ROC and
PR curves, we show that a curve dominates in ROC
space if and only if it dominates in PR space. Sec-
ond, we introduce the PR space analog to the convex
hull in ROC space, which we call the achievable PR
curve. We show that due to the equivalence of these
two spaces we can efficiently compute the achievable
PR curve. Third we demonstrate that in PR space
it is insufficient to linearly interpolate between points.
Finally, we show that an algorithm that optimizes the
area under the ROC curve is not guaranteed to opti-
mize the area under the PR curve.

2. Review of ROC and Precision-Recall

In a binary decision problem, a classifier labels ex-
amples as either positive or negative. The decision
made by the classifier can be represented in a struc-
ture known as a confusion matrix or contingency ta-
ble. The confusion matrix has four categories: True
positives (TP) are examples correctly labeled as posi-
tives. False positives (FP) refer to negative examples
incorrectly labeled as positive. True negatives (TN)
correspond to negatives correctly labeled as negative.
Finally, false negatives (FN) refer to positive examples
incorrectly labeled as negative.

A confusion matrix is shown in Figure 2(a). The con-
fusion matrix can be used to construct a point in either
ROC space or PR space. Given the confusion matrix,
we are able to define the metrics used in each space
as in Figure 2(b). In ROC space, one plots the False
Positive Rate (FPR) on the x-axis and the True Pos-
itive Rate (TPR) on the y-axis. The FPR measures
the fraction of negative examples that are misclassi-
fied as positive. The TPR measures the fraction of
positive examples that are correctly labeled. In PR
space, one plots Recall on the x-axis and Precision on
the y-axis. Recall is the same as TPR, whereas Pre-
cision measures that fraction of examples classified as
positive that are truly positive. Figure 2(b) gives the
definitions for each metric. We will treat the metrics
as functions that act on the underlying confusion ma-
trix which defines a point in either ROC space or PR
space. Thus, given a confusion matrix A, RECALL(A)
returns the Recall associated with A.

3. Relationship between ROC Space
and PR Space

ROC and PR curves are typically generated to evalu-
ate the performance of a machine learning algorithm
on a given dataset. Each dataset contains a fixed num-
ber of positive and negative examples. We show here
that there exists a deep relationship between ROC and
PR spaces.

Theorem 3.1. For a given dataset of positive and
negative examples, there exists a one-to-one correspon-
dence between a curve in ROC space and a curve in PR
space, such that the curves contain exactly the same
confusion matrices, if Recall != 0.
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Figure 1. The difference between comparing algorithms in ROC vs PR space
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ond, we introduce the PR space analog to the convex
hull in ROC space, which we call the achievable PR
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two spaces we can efficiently compute the achievable
PR curve. Third we demonstrate that in PR space
it is insufficient to linearly interpolate between points.
Finally, we show that an algorithm that optimizes the
area under the ROC curve is not guaranteed to opti-
mize the area under the PR curve.

2. Review of ROC and Precision-Recall

In a binary decision problem, a classifier labels ex-
amples as either positive or negative. The decision
made by the classifier can be represented in a struc-
ture known as a confusion matrix or contingency ta-
ble. The confusion matrix has four categories: True
positives (TP) are examples correctly labeled as posi-
tives. False positives (FP) refer to negative examples
incorrectly labeled as positive. True negatives (TN)
correspond to negatives correctly labeled as negative.
Finally, false negatives (FN) refer to positive examples
incorrectly labeled as negative.

A confusion matrix is shown in Figure 2(a). The con-
fusion matrix can be used to construct a point in either
ROC space or PR space. Given the confusion matrix,
we are able to define the metrics used in each space
as in Figure 2(b). In ROC space, one plots the False
Positive Rate (FPR) on the x-axis and the True Pos-
itive Rate (TPR) on the y-axis. The FPR measures
the fraction of negative examples that are misclassi-
fied as positive. The TPR measures the fraction of
positive examples that are correctly labeled. In PR
space, one plots Recall on the x-axis and Precision on
the y-axis. Recall is the same as TPR, whereas Pre-
cision measures that fraction of examples classified as
positive that are truly positive. Figure 2(b) gives the
definitions for each metric. We will treat the metrics
as functions that act on the underlying confusion ma-
trix which defines a point in either ROC space or PR
space. Thus, given a confusion matrix A, RECALL(A)
returns the Recall associated with A.

3. Relationship between ROC Space
and PR Space

ROC and PR curves are typically generated to evalu-
ate the performance of a machine learning algorithm
on a given dataset. Each dataset contains a fixed num-
ber of positive and negative examples. We show here
that there exists a deep relationship between ROC and
PR spaces.

Theorem 3.1. For a given dataset of positive and
negative examples, there exists a one-to-one correspon-
dence between a curve in ROC space and a curve in PR
space, such that the curves contain exactly the same
confusion matrices, if Recall != 0.

(b) Precision-Recall Curve

Figure 2.3: Comparing the performance of two algorithms using ROC and
Precision-Recall curves.

On the Precision-Recall curve, as the name indicates, Precision (Eq. 2.15)
is plotted against Recall (Eq. 2.16). Although the ROC curve is more popular
in the Machine Learning community, Precision-Recall curve might be more
suitable [11] in our case, because we have a very small positive set and a very
large unlabeled set. Although, often larger area under the ROC curve also
means a larger area under the Precision-Recall curve, it has been shown that
it is not always so [11]. For an illustration of these curves, see Figure 2.3.

Precision =
TP

TP + FP
(2.15)

Recall =
TP

TP + FN
(2.16)
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Chapter 3

Application of Standard Methods

In this chapter, we will give a short overview of some of the existing
methods that we applied to our data. We divide them into two groups based
on whether they are approaching this task as a classification problem or as
a ranking problem.

3.1 Classification Approach

One way to approach the problem of predicting new candidate genes is to
consider it as a classification problem. In that case we have positive examples
and negative examples and the goal is to find a classifier that can separate
them into two classes most accurately. The genes in the curated list are
positive examples. Defining the negative examples, however, is more difficult,
because we only have a large set of genes about which we essentially do not
know anything (unlabeled genes). One option is to use prior knowledge and
try to fix some genes as negative examples. The problem with this approach
is that it is often almost impossible to know, which genes are definitely not
involved in the process of interest. To overcome it, many methods have
been developed that either do not require negative examples at all (One-
Class SVM [21]) or learn negative examples from the data (Roc-SVM [19],
PEBL [30], PSoL [29]).
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3.1.1 Binary SVM

The first approach that we tried was a simple binary SVM. As the negative
set we decided to use known housekeeping genes. Housekeeping genes are
genes involved in basic functions needed for the sustenance of the cell and
should therefore be constantly expressed over various conditions. Intuitively,
this property makes them potentially good candidates to be considered as
the negative set. The list of housekeeping genes was obtained from [12]. In
the end, after pre-processing the list similarly as described in Section 1.4,
we had 1232 probe set identifiers. We trained the SVM on angiogenesis and
housekeeping genes and then used it to classify all unlabeled genes. These
steps are illustrated on Figure 3.1. Results are presented in Chapter 6.
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(a) Training the SVM
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(b) Predicting new genes

Figure 3.1: Training and prediction phases of the SVM.

3.1.2 One-Class SVM

The second method we applied was One-Class SVM that did not require
a pre-defined strong negative set which we did not have. In our experiments,
we first determined the best value for ν parameter, which controls how far
from the origin the hyperplane will be constructed. This was done by varying
ν from 0.05 to 0.95 in 0.05 steps and using 10-fold cross-validation at each
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step to check the performance. Finally, we used the value for ν that had the
lowest cross-validation error and classified all other genes in our data set.
The results are presented in Chapter 6.

3.1.3 Roc-SVM

This section is inspired by a method developed by Li and Liu [19] and
modified for gene expression data. It consists of two steps. In the first step, a
simple and computationally cheap method is used to extract strong negative
samples from the unlabeled data. In the second part, the strong negative
genes and known angiogenesis genes are used to train the SVM, which is
then in turn used to predict new candidates.

The Rocchio’s classifier was used as the initial weak classifier, because
it was shown in [19] to perform well on predicting strong negative examples
without too many false negatives. The main idea is to first create two sep-
arate prototype vectors for positive and unlabeled examples. After that, all
data points are assigned to the class to which prototype vector they are most
similar to. Rocchio’s classifier cannot be used as the final classifier, because
there will be too many false positives. Longer analysis of the suitability of
this approach for this particular task can be found in [19].

The modified algorithm is the following. Strong negative set is denoted
by N .

1. Assign the unlabeled genes (U) to the negative class and the angiogen-
esis genes (A) to the positive class.

2. Find the prototype vector
−→
β u for the unlabeled class from−→

β u = −→u − b−→a where −→u and −→a are the centroids of unlabeled and
positive class and b is the weight of the positive centroid relative to the
unlabeled centroid.

3. Find the prototype vector
−→
β p for the positive class analogically from−→

β p = −→a − b−→u .

4. for each vector −→v in U do

5. If sim(
−→
β p,
−→v ) ≤ sim(

−→
β u,
−→v )
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6. N = N ∪ {−→v }

Here sim stands for any reasonable similarity measure. In our work the Pear-
son’s correlation was used. The results obtained are presented in Chapter 6.

3.2 Ranking Approach

Another way to approach candidate gene finding is to see it as a ranking
or prioritisation problem. In this section we will describe one SVM based
algorithm and two publicly available tools that can be used to rank candidate
genes.

3.2.1 Multi Experiment Matrix

Multi Experiment Matrix (MEM) [1] is a web-based gene expression anal-
ysis and visualisation tool that gathers hundreds of publicly available data
sets from ArrayExpress[4]. Given a gene as an input, MEM first ranks all
other genes according to their similarity in each individual data set. These
different rankings are then combined into one ranked list using BetaMEM [18]
algorithm described in Section 4.4.3.

To predict novel angiogenesis genes, we first used MEM to rank all other
genes according to their similarity to each angiogenesis gene. To obtain one
candidate list for all angiogenesis genes we applied BetaMEM once again to
the ranked lists created in the first step. For results, please see Chapter 6.

3.2.2 Endeavour

Endeavour[2] is a web-based tool for candidate gene prioritisation that
uses a set of training genes (genes known to play a role in the process of
interest). The main idea is the following. First, information about train-
ing genes is collected from various data sources including functional annota-
tions, protein-protein interactions, regulatory information, expression data,
sequence based data and literature mining data. Next, models are built based
on the training genes and all different types of data. Finally, the models are
used to score candidate genes and rank them according to their similarity to
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training genes. In the very last step, all different rankings from distinct data
types are aggregated into one ranking using order statistics. In the tool, it
is possible to either specify a limited set of candidate genes to prioritise or
use the whole genome.

So far it has been successfully used for example to identify genes related
to osteporosis [16], ataxia (the loss of full control of bodily movements) [27]
and bone mineral density variation [9]. For application details and results
with angiogenesis genes, please see Chapter 6.

3.2.3 Binary SVM With Unlabeled Data

Yet another approach is to train a binary SVM using angiogenesis genes
as positive examples and all other genes (which also contain some unknown
angiogenesis genes) as negative examples. From here onward, we refer to
this method as All negative. In the article [13], the authors prove that if
the known positive examples are selected randomly from the all true positive
examples that are there in the data set, then the classifier trained in this
manner predicts probabilities that differ by only a constant factor from the
true conditional probabilities of being positive. This means that instead of
using only true negative examples we can also incorporate unlabeled genes
into the negative training set for the SVM. As a result, the absolute values
of predicted decision values for new positive examples do change, but the
ranking of the genes stays the same. By ignoring the absolute decision values
and looking only at their ranking we essentially get a ranking algorithm.
Comparison of this method to the others is presented in Chapter 6.
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Chapter 4

The Comb-SVM Algorithm

After getting poor prediction accuracy from many pre-existing algorithms,
we devised a novel algorithm that we will describe in detail in this chapter.

The Comb-SVM algorithm is based on SVM classification and consists
of four steps. First, we choose 100 random negative sets. Then, we train
100 SVM classifiers using the training sets consisting of angiogenesis genes
and each negative set generated in the previous step. Next, we classify all
genes in our data set using these 100 classifiers. Finally, we aggregate the
classification results into one ranked list. These steps are also illustrated on
Figure 4.1.

STEP 1: Select 
100 random 
negative sets

STEP 2: Train 
100 SVM 
classifiers

STEP 3: 
Classify 

unlabeled genes

STEP 4: 
Aggregate 

results

Figure 4.1: Four steps of the Comb-SVM algorithm.
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4.1 Generating Negative Sets

We used randomly chosen negative sets because it is biologically very
difficult to identify a reliable set of genes that are certainly not related to
specified biological process e.g. angiogenesis. In addition, if one is successful
at finding such a negative set, this set might be “too” negative and as a result
too many genes will be predicted to belong to the positive class. This could
have been the case when we used binary SVM classification and housekeeping
genes as the negative set. In addition, using only one fixed negative set makes
it more difficult to rank the predictions. Finally, it is almost impossible to
identify whether a gene was assigned to the positive class because it was
actually similar to the positive examples or just very dissimilar from the
negative examples that were used to train the model.

We generated the negative sets by randomly selecting genes from the pool
of all genes excluding our list of known angiogenesis genes. The size of each
negative set was the same as the size of the positive training set, i.e. in the
case of angiogenesis it was 405 probe sets. We tried increasing it by up to
6 times but the results did not change significantly, so we decided to keep
the size fixed. We repeated the process 100 times, because our experiments
showed that this was enough for the list of predicted genes to remain stable
,i.e. two different selections of random negative sets resulted in essentially
the same predictions. It might well be that a smaller number of randomly
chosen negative sets would have also been sufficient, but exploring this was
out of the scope of this work.

4.2 Training 100 SVM Classifiers

To conduct the experiments, we used LIBSVM [8] and its R interface that
is part of the e1071 package. We trained 100 SVM classifiers using known
angiogenesis genes and each negative set generated in the previous step. We
used linear kernel with parameter C fixed to 1. We also tried Gaussian
kernel and various values for C, put the differences were not significant. This
conforms with the article from Zhang et al [31], were they concluded that
data is usually far from sufficient for reliably estimating nonlinear relations
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for microarray data.

4.3 Classifying Unlabeled Genes

In order to classify all genes in the data set we used SVM classifiers trained
in the previous step. Additionally to noting class assignments (whether a
gene was classified as belonging to angiogenesis or to the negative set) of
each classifier, we also stored the SVM decision values and class probabilities
(probability of a gene belonging to one class or to the other). We used this
information in the next step to aggregate the results and create one ranked
list.

4.4 Aggregating Classification Results

We tried various methods to aggregate the classification results obtained
from 100 randomly chosen negative sets. In this section we give a short
overview of all of these methods and compare their performance. Finally, we
choose the best one to make the final predictions in the Results section.

4.4.1 Naïve Approach: Sum of SVM Decision Values

The first approach that we tried was to take the SVM decision values
from all experiments and simply find the sum of those for each gene. In the
end, we would rank all genes according to this sum and the genes having the
highest score would be the strongest candidates. The SVM decision values
usually ranged from -3 to +3. Because many of the training angiogenesis
genes were also support vectors, then most of them had scores around +1.

To take this into account, we made two modifications to this algorithm.
In the first case, we ignored the negative decision values. This meant that
always when a gene got a negative decision value we set it to be equal to 0.
The result of this was that we stopped penalizing if the gene was assigned
to the wrong class. In the second case, we decided to also limit very high
decision values. To do this, we set all decision values that were greater than
1 equal to 1. The intuition behind this step is that when a gene receives a
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decision value of +3, then we do not necessarily want to say that this gene is
3 times more likely to be a good candidate than the one with a decision value
of +1. Especially, because we noticed that most of the training angiogenesis
genes had decision values around +1.

4.4.2 DCDiv Algorithm

The e1071 SVM package for R has the ability to output probabilities of
a gene belonging to one class or the other instead of just decision values. To
make use of this information, we tried a DCDiv [6] algorithm designed to
aggregate probabilities. The idea of the algorithm is the following. For each
gene we calculate

S =
100∏

i=1

P (X = −1)

P (X = 1)

where P (X = −1) is the probability that the gene belongs to the negative
class and P (X = 1) is the probability that the gene X belongs to the positive
class. S will converge to 0 when the gene belongs to the positive class and
will diverge to infinity when the gene belongs to the negative class. Finally,
we can identify strongest candidates by ranking all genes according to the
value of S.
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4.4.3 BetaMEM Rank Aggregation

BetaMEM [18] is a rank aggregation method developed by Raivo Kolde
for MEM web-tool [1]. The easiest way to explain it is to look at an example.
Suppose we have decision values for all genes from experiments with 20 differ-
ent negative sets. Ordering the genes according to the decision values gives
us 20 different rankings. By looking at the rankings more closely, we can
determine for each gene all the different positions it got. This is illustrated
on Figure 4.2.

 In some applications only the tops of the ranked lists are available, 
e.g lists of significantly changed genes, etc. Our algorithm can be 
applied also in this case, if
! we assign the maximal possible rank to all genes not present in 
the list. See illustration in the figure
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• Text 3

Combining evidence from ranked lists
Raivo Kolde *ac, Sven Laura, Priit Adler b, Jaak Vilo ac

a Institute of Computer Science, University of Tartu, 
b Estonian Biocentre,  c QureTec Inc
*rkolde@gmail.com

 Ranked gene lists naturally occur if 
! one does sequence or expression based similarity search,
! one compares expression levels between conditions,
! finding targets for TF-s or miRNAs,
! ...

 Given m preference lists di"erently ordered genes.
! We want to find genes appearing in the top of the lists most often.
! We can study the rank distribution for each of them, to find the 
most interesting genes
! We propose a way to score the distribution with a p-value, 
comparing it with the expected (uniform) distribution

In bioinformatics, it is often need to combine evidence from di"erent 
sources. Rank aggregation is a natural choice for this task, as ranked 
lists are common end results of di"erent analyses and database 
queries. In here we propose a rank aggregation algorithm, that is 
relatively insensitive to noise. This is especially important in biological 

setting, where data sources can be unreliable. Our method assigns  a 
p-value for each element, which shows whether the element shows up 
in the top of the lists more often than expected.

1. Introduction

Method 
We compute a score for each gene in three steps.
1. Sort the ranks of the gene.
2. For each successive rank, we calculate a biomial p-value. 
showing the probability of seeing at least so many small ranks.

3. As a final score we use the minima of these p-values.

Interpretation 
!The final score is not a p-value. However, if we multiply this score 
by the number of genes and lists, we can interpret it as a Bonferroni 
corrected p-value.
! The algorithm is robust against the outliers. The final score takes 
into account only the ranks that smaller than some threshold. 
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4. Potential Applications

2. Rank aggregation problem 3. P-value computation

5. Top-k lists

6. References

MEM (Adler et al) 
! Objective. Find co-expressed genes over multiple
datasets 
! Preference lists

- Similarity query results in individual dataset.
! Results

- Genes that are similar to query gene in many
        datasets.

Meta-analysis 
! Objective. Combine statistically significant gene lists from di"erent 
studies about the same phenomenon.  
! Preference lists

- Statistically significant genes, from multiple comparisons like 
cancer vs control. (The lists are incomplete, see Box 5)

! Results
-Robust set of genes that have supporting evidence from multiple 
experiments 

Network reconstruction 
! Objective. Using multiple data sources predict gene-gene 
interactions. See example of such analysis in Aerts et al. 
! Preference lists

- Queries from di"erent databases, lists from literature and gene 
expression analysis.

! Results

-Predictions of gene-gene interactions.

Aerts et al. Gene prioritization through genomic data fusion. Nat 
Biotechnol (2006)
Adler et al. Multi Experiment Matrix - Webtool for finding co-
expressed genes over hundreds of datasets, ISMB poster 2009 (N22)

BIIT Group Tools :      g:Profiler | KEGGanim | GraphWeb | VisHiC | MEM | URLMap

| Help | Intro |
MEM - Multi Experiment Matrix

Enter gene ID(s) nanog  (for example: Jun, 203325_s_at, ENSG00000204531, ...) [?]

1 NANOG 1.1  1429388_AT (NANOG) Homeobox protein NANOG (Homeobox transcription factor Nanog)(Early embryo specific expression NK-type homeobox protein)(ES cell-associated protein 4)

Select collection A!ymetrix GeneChip® Mouse Genome 430 2.0 [Mouse430_2] (487 datasets)  [?]  Mouse

Submit query

Options:  Similarity   Output   Gene filters   Dataset filters  X

Distance measure : pearson - Pearson correlation distance  [?]

Rank aggregation method : Use betaMEM method to get p-value for selected ranks  [?]

Set score threshold : inf  [?]

By default MEM displays most similar genes to QUERY, to invert this action check:  (and most distant genes will be

shown). [?]

[?] | GO annotations | ExpressView | URLMap link | Static URL | Query details |Results

Handpicked datasets :  :  :  :  : reset all | 419 datasets excluded by filters

Dataset list (in query) [68 ds]
E-GEOD-6078 PTEN-deficient intestinal stem cells initiate intestinal polyposis [AE]
E-GEOD-4786 Caloric restriction suppresses apoptotic cell death in the mammalian cochlea and leads to prevention of presbycusis [AE]
E-GEOD-7275 Evaluation of murine mast cells derived exosomal RNA versus their parental cells MC/9. [AE]
E-GEOD-10765 Expression data from MALP-2-stimulated macrophages from wild-type, IRAK-2-/- and IRAK-1-/IRAK-2-/- mice [AE]
E-GEOD-10214 Expression data from memory P14 transgenic T cells [AE]
E-GEOD-10343 Murine Acute Lung Injury [AE]
E-GEOD-11056 Expression data from mouse lung [AE]
E-GEOD-13443 Induction of systemic disease-specific salivary biomarker profiles in mouse cancer models [AE]
E-MEXP-454 Nef Gene expression during sex determination [AE]
E-GEOD-9443 Gene expression in brain Homer1a-expressing cells after sleep deprivation [AE]
E-GEOD-5298 Development of heart valves requires Gata4 expression in endothelial-derived cells [AE]
E-GEOD-13306 Retinoic Acid Enhances Foxp3 Induction Indirectly by Relieving Inhibition from CD4(+)CD44(hi) Cells. [AE]
E-GEOD-10216 Emx2 knock-out urogenital epithelium [AE]
E-GEOD-10912 Gene expression profiling in BCR/ABL expressing HSCs [AE]
E-MEXP-1137 CCSP-Stat3C Gene Array [AE]
E-GEOD-11165 Genes regulated by GATA6 in the lung [AE]
E-MEXP-1511 Mef2c is required for B cell proliferation and survival following antigen-receptor stimulation [AE]
E-GEOD-5338 In vivo function of NR2E3 in establishing photoreceptor identity during mammalian retinal development [AE]
E-GEOD-4051 Targeting of GFP to new-born rods by Nrl promoter and temporal expression profiling of flow-sorted photoreceptors [AE]
E-GEOD-7767 Differential transcription of ip Chlamydia infected C57BL6J and DBA2J mice [AE]
E-GEOD-9812 Molecular heterogeneity of developing retinal ganglion and amacrine cells [AE]
E-GEOD-13104 p53+/- mouse osteosarcoma RNA array (with mc3T3 and one RS control) [AE]
E-GEOD-5245 Profiling of CD4+ T cells responding to transient or persistent antigen presented by dendritic cells in vivo [AE]
E-GEOD-9044 HOXB4 target genes in ES cell-derived embryoid bodies (EBs) [AE]
E-GEOD-3554 Microarray Analysis of Retinal Gene Expression in the DBA/2J Model of Glaucoma [AE]
E-GEOD-1435 Microarray Based Comparison of two Amplification Methods For Nanogram Amounts of Total RNA [AE]
E-GEOD-11343 Rosiglitazone Treatment Reduces Diabetic Neuropathy in STZ treated DBA/2J mice [AE]
E-GEOD-7309 Requirement for ERK MAP kinase in mouse preimplantation development [AE]
E-GEOD-3653 Inducible Ngn3 Embryonic Stem Cells [AE]
E-GEOD-8128 E14 ES cells and Embryoid bodies [AE]
E-GEOD-9954 Large-scale analysis of the mouse transcriptome [AE]
E-GEOD-10246 GNF Mouse GeneAtlas V3 [AE]
E-MEXP-1518 Murphy Tissue Panel [AE]
E-GEOD-6689 Expression data during stem cell differentiation [AE]
E-GEOD-8024 Murine ES cells, neural precursor cells and embryonic fibroblasts [AE]
E-TABM-363 Differential specification of mesoderm during ES cell differentiation [AE]
E-GEOD-7069 Zfx controls the self-renewal of embryonic and hematopoietic stem cells [AE]
E-GEOD-10871 Differentiated, partially- and fully-reprogrammed MEFs/B-cells [AE]
E-GEOD-6933 Unique Molecular Signature of Multipotent Adult Progenitor Cells (Affy) [AE]
E-MEXP-1375 microRNA-10a binds the 5 prime UTR of ribosomal protein mRNAs and enhances their translation [AE]

[!]

E-GEOD-10806 Mouse iPS cells from neural stem cells by 2 factors (Oct4, KLF4) (Kim, Zaehres et al.) [AE]
E-GEOD-9563 Translation state array analysis of Mouse embryonic stem cells and embryoid bodies [AE]
E-GEOD-10210 Gene expression analysis of embryonic stem cells expressing VE-cadherin (CD144) during endothelial differentiation [AE]
E-GEOD-5671 Cardiac differentiation of embryonic stem cells recapitulates embryonic cardiac development. [AE]
E-GEOD-4936 Transcriptional Profiling of Hh-Treated Embryoid Bodies [AE]
E-GEOD-5976 Mesp1-induced gene expression changes [AE]
E-GEOD-3463 Expression profiling of mouse gonadal somatic cells [AE]
E-GEOD-4308 Expression data for validation of single cell cDNA amplification method (V1V3 method) [AE]
E-GEOD-11128 Expression data from single cells from mouse primordial germ cell lineage (E6.25-E8.25, wild type and Blimp1KO) [AE]
E-GEOD-6882 Embryonic Ovary Developmental Time Course [AE]
E-GEOD-9629 Comparison of normal and beta catenin deficient kidney gene expression profiles at E12.5 [AE]
E-GEOD-6881 Embryonic Testis Developmental Time Course [AE]
E-GEOD-9760 Embryonic stem cells with expanded CAG repeats (lorin-affy-mouse-501743) [AE]
E-GEOD-4307 Expression data from single cells from ICMs of mouse blastocysts at E3.5 [AE]
E-TABM-411 FlowResponse_W06 [AE]
E-GEOD-11358 Histones associated with downregulated genes are hypo-acetylated in HuntingtonÃ¢Â!Â™s disease models [AE]
E-GEOD-11161 Gene expression profiles of neonatal bladder samples. (GUDMAP Series_id: 19) [AE]
E-GEOD-9247 Effect of histone deacetylase inhibitors on osteoblast gene expression [AE]
E-GEOD-13421 CBA/CaJ mouse cochlea gene expression profile [AE]
E-GEOD-7225 Identification and characterization of the changed transcripts in cumulus cells of Bmp15-/- and Bmp15-/-Gdf9+/--DM mice. [AE]
E-GEOD-11040 Shared gene expression profiles in developmental heart valve remodeling and osteoblast progenitor cells [AE]
E-GEOD-12694 Cooperative actions of p53 and Pten in normal and neoplastic progenitor cell renewal and differentiation [AE]
E-GEOD-8828 Isolation and molecular characterization of cancer stem cells in MMTVWnt-1 murine breast tumors [AE]
E-GEOD-6789 response to IL-1b of WT and IRAK4 kinase dead mouse embryonic fibroblasts [AE]
E-GEOD-6398 Comparison between gene expression in heart from Lmna H222P homozygous and control mice [AE]
E-MIMR-42 EXP_EKMP_0504_01 [AE]
E-GEOD-13235 Gene expression profile of mouse embryonic stem cells (D3-pOCT-mESC) grown in low concentrations of nitric oxide [AE]
E-GEOD-7528 Gene expression of Wt vs CYP26A1-/- murine ES cells treated with control or 100 nM RA for 8 or 72 hr. [AE]

Dataset list (filtered out) [419 ds] [+]

Gene list [QUERY + 50 genes]

#Score #Gene name #probeset id #Gene description
#QUERY NANOG 1429388_AT Homeobox protein NANOG (Homeobox transcription factor Nanog)(Early embryo specific expression NK-type homeobox protein)(ES cell-associated protein 4) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q80Z64]

4.68e-26 POU5F1 1417945_at POU domain, class 5, transcription factor 1 (Octamer-binding transcription factor 3)(Oct-3)(Oct-4)(NF-A3) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P20263]
6.29e-25 ZFP42 1418362_at Zinc finger protein 42 (Zfp-42)(Reduced expression protein 1)(REX-1)(mREX-1) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P22227]
2.23e-24 N/A 1457314_at N/A
2.88e-24 DPPA2 1453223_s_at Developmental pluripotency-associated protein 2 (Pluripotent embryonic stem cell-related gene 1 protein) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9CWH0]
2.04e-22 RP24-335A2.3 1416552_at Developmental pluripotency-associated protein 5A (mDppa5)(ES cell-associated transcript 2 protein)(Embryonal stem cell-specific gene 1 protein)(Esg-1)(Protein pH 34) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9CQS7]
1.88e-21 ZIC3 1423424_at Zinc finger protein ZIC 3 (Zinc finger protein of the cerebellum 3) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q62521]
8.57e-21 SOX2 1416967_at Transcription factor SOX-2 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P48432]
2.02e-20 DPPA4 1429597_at Developmental pluripotency-associated protein 4 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q8CCG4]
3.55e-20 RP23-353B17.1 1449064_at L-threonine 3-dehydrogenase, mitochondrial Precursor (EC 1.1.1.103) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q8K3F7]
4.43e-19 EG435970 1443892_at hypothetical protein LOC435970 [Source:RefSeq peptide;Acc:NP_001030065]
9.43e-19 N/A 1454904_at N/A
1.54e-18 DPPA3 1424295_at Developmental pluripotency-associated protein 3 (Compaction-associated protein 1)(Primordial germ cell protein 7) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q8QZY3]
1.62e-18 N/A 1434280_at N/A
2.17e-18 DPPA2 1429654_at Developmental pluripotency-associated protein 2 (Pluripotent embryonic stem cell-related gene 1 protein) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9CWH0]
1.03e-17 GDF3 1449288_at Growth/differentiation factor 3 Precursor (GDF-3)(VG-1-related protein 2) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q07104]
1.54e-17 MORC1 1419418_a_at MORC family CW-type zinc finger protein 1 (Protein microrchidia) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9WVL5]
2.83e-17 N/A 1434279_at N/A
3.61e-17 RP23-285N14.6 1438237_at reduced expression 2 [Source:RefSeq peptide;Acc:NP_033077]
3.92e-17 ZIC3 1438737_at Zinc finger protein ZIC 3 (Zinc finger protein of the cerebellum 3) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q62521]
4.22e-17 UTF1 1416899_at Undifferentiated embryonic cell transcription factor 1 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q6J1H4]
6.22e-17 TCFAP2C 1436392_s_at Transcription factor AP-2 gamma (AP2-gamma)(Activating enhancer-binding protein 2 gamma)(AP-2.2) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q61312]

7e-17 SALL1 1437983_at Sal-like protein 1 (Zinc finger protein Spalt-3)(Sal-3)(MSal-3) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9ER74]
1.29e-16 PRDM14 1444390_at PR domain containing 14 [Source:RefSeq peptide;Acc:NP_001074678]
1.58e-16 TDGF1 1450989_at Teratocarcinoma-derived growth factor Precursor (Epidermal growth factor-like Cripto protein)(Cripto growth factor) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P51865]
2.8e-16 SLC7A3 1417022_at Cationic amino acid transporter 3 (CAT-3)(Cationic amino acid transporter y+)(Solute carrier family 7 member 3) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P70423]
4.56e-16 FBXO15 1427238_at F-box only protein 15 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9QZN0]
5.07e-16 N/A 1444292_at N/A
1.38e-15 ZSCAN10 1438787_at zinc finger and SCAN domains 10 [Source:RefSeq peptide;Acc:NP_001028597]
1.74e-15 TRIM6 1424448_at Tripartite motif-containing protein 6 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q8BGE7]
2.66e-15 LIPH 1457026_at Lipase member H Precursor (EC 3.1.1.-) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q8CIV3]
3.46e-15 RNF17 1438820_at RING finger protein 17 (Mad member-interacting protein 2)(Mmip-2) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q99MV7]
6.97e-15 ERAS 1456511_x_at GTPase ERas Precursor (E-Ras)(Embryonic stem cell-expressed Ras) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q7TN89]
7.85e-15 FGF4 1420085_at Fibroblast growth factor 4 Precursor (FGF-4)(Heparin-binding growth factor 4)(HBGF-4)(K-fibroblast growth factor) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P11403]
8.46e-15 NODAL 1422058_at Nodal Precursor [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P43021]
1.14e-14 PHF17 1426752_at Protein Jade-1 (PHD finger protein 17) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q6ZPI0]
1.22e-14 ESRRB 1436926_at Steroid hormone receptor ERR2 (Estrogen-related receptor, beta)(ERR-beta)(Estrogen receptor-like 2)(Nuclear receptor subfamily 3 group B member 2) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q61539]
1.56e-14 LRRC34 1429366_at Leucine-rich repeat-containing protein 34 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9DAM1]
1.91e-14 N/A 1434278_at N/A
3.63e-14 DMRT1 1423582_at Doublesex- and mab-3-related transcription factor 1 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9QZ59]
3.74e-14 TCFAP2C 1418147_at Transcription factor AP-2 gamma (AP2-gamma)(Activating enhancer-binding protein 2 gamma)(AP-2.2) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q61312]
4.73e-14 TGIF1 1422286_a_at Homeobox protein TGIF1 (5'-TG-3'-interacting factor 1) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P70284]
5.11e-14 2410003J06RIK 1429701_at Melanoma-associated antigen B16 (MAGE-B16 antigen) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9CWV4]
8.18e-14 FGF4 1420086_x_at Fibroblast growth factor 4 Precursor (FGF-4)(Heparin-binding growth factor 4)(HBGF-4)(K-fibroblast growth factor) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P11403]
9.21e-14 DND1 1455367_at Dead end protein homolog 1 (RNA-binding motif, single-stranded-interacting protein 4) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q6VY05]
9.7e-14 N/A 1439065_x_at N/A
1.68e-13 ZMYM1 1428052_a_at zinc finger, MYM domain containing 1 [Source:RefSeq peptide;Acc:NP_080946]
2.32e-13 EG653016 1456242_at Embryonic stem cell-and germ cell-specific protein ESGP [Source:UniProtKB/TrEMBL;Acc:Q2Q5T5]
2.46e-13 DNMT3L 1425035_s_at DNA (cytosine-5)-methyltransferase 3-like [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9CWR8]
2.56e-13 TCL1 1422458_at T-cell leukemia/lymphoma protein 1A (Protein p14 TCL1)(Oncogene TCL1)(TCL-1) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P56280]
2.65e-13 N/A 1456140_at N/A
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Abstract

Accumulation of gene expression data in public domain has raised the opportunity to 
discover new facts by re-analyzing the existing experiments. Co-expression over many 
gene expression datasets has been proven useful in many areas of molecular biology and 
bioinformatics, such as network reconstruction and gene function prediction. However, the 
tools for this are lacking. Here, we present MEM, a web-based resource for finding co-
expressed genes over large collections of public microarray experiments. 

The search goes over hundreds of gene expression datasets from ArrayExpress covering 
wide spectrum of biological conditions from stem cells to different diseases and cancer. 
The essence of MEM is a novel rank aggregation method that combines similarity 
searches across individual data sets into a global ordering by selecting automatically the 
appropriate experiments and assigning a combined p-value for the significance of the 
similarity across all data. For more specific queries we have various mechanisms for 
dataset selection. The output of MEM is highly interactive opening up several paths for 
further data analysis (such as Gene Ontology / Biopathway enrichment via g:Profiler 
toolset).

Data

From ArrayExpress database we have downloaded all AffyMetrix GeneChip® gene 
expression datasets with raw data available.

• Datasets are grouped by platform which makes features of different experiments 
easy to compare

• Most popular platforms have hundreds of different experiments with wide spectrum 
of conitions

 

Method

MEM relies 

Real examples

! Nanog

To emphasize some features of MEM, we looked how it retrieves 

known targets of Nanog. We took a list of target genes from article 

by Sharov et al. and observed how many of them are within top fifty 

of mem query.

! On figures 3a and 3b we depict the advantage of mem over 

single dataset query. The dots represent individual dataset queries 

and red line the result of mem with default parameters. By default 

mem uses only datasets where the query gene has standard 

deviation greater than 0.29 (Fig 3a). The threshold has been fine 

tuned analyzing gene ontology enrichment in random mem queries. 

Over the 68 datasets (StDev > 0.29) mem found 14 known targets of 

Nanog (shown as red line on Fig 3a). 
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 In some applications only the tops of the ranked lists are available, 
e.g lists of significantly changed genes, etc. Our algorithm can be 
applied also in this case, if
! we assign the maximal possible rank to all genes not present in 
the list. See illustration in the figure
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• Text 2

• Text 3

Combining evidence from ranked lists
Raivo Kolde *ac, Sven Laura, Priit Adler b, Jaak Vilo ac

a Institute of Computer Science, University of Tartu, 
b Estonian Biocentre,  c QureTec Inc
*rkolde@gmail.com

 Ranked gene lists naturally occur if 
! one does sequence or expression based similarity search,
! one compares expression levels between conditions,
! finding targets for TF-s or miRNAs,
! ...

 Given m preference lists di"erently ordered genes.
! We want to find genes appearing in the top of the lists most often.
! We can study the rank distribution for each of them, to find the 
most interesting genes
! We propose a way to score the distribution with a p-value, 
comparing it with the expected (uniform) distribution

In bioinformatics, it is often need to combine evidence from di"erent 
sources. Rank aggregation is a natural choice for this task, as ranked 
lists are common end results of di"erent analyses and database 
queries. In here we propose a rank aggregation algorithm, that is 
relatively insensitive to noise. This is especially important in biological 

setting, where data sources can be unreliable. Our method assigns  a 
p-value for each element, which shows whether the element shows up 
in the top of the lists more often than expected.

1. Introduction

Method 
We compute a score for each gene in three steps.
1. Sort the ranks of the gene.
2. For each successive rank, we calculate a biomial p-value. 
showing the probability of seeing at least so many small ranks.

3. As a final score we use the minima of these p-values.

Interpretation 
!The final score is not a p-value. However, if we multiply this score 
by the number of genes and lists, we can interpret it as a Bonferroni 
corrected p-value.
! The algorithm is robust against the outliers. The final score takes 
into account only the ranks that smaller than some threshold. 
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4. Potential Applications

2. Rank aggregation problem 3. P-value computation

5. Top-k lists

6. References

MEM (Adler et al) 
! Objective. Find co-expressed genes over multiple
datasets 
! Preference lists

- Similarity query results in individual dataset.
! Results

- Genes that are similar to query gene in many
        datasets.

Meta-analysis 
! Objective. Combine statistically significant gene lists from di"erent 
studies about the same phenomenon.  
! Preference lists

- Statistically significant genes, from multiple comparisons like 
cancer vs control. (The lists are incomplete, see Box 5)

! Results
-Robust set of genes that have supporting evidence from multiple 
experiments 

Network reconstruction 
! Objective. Using multiple data sources predict gene-gene 
interactions. See example of such analysis in Aerts et al. 
! Preference lists

- Queries from di"erent databases, lists from literature and gene 
expression analysis.

! Results

-Predictions of gene-gene interactions.

Aerts et al. Gene prioritization through genomic data fusion. Nat 
Biotechnol (2006)
Adler et al. Multi Experiment Matrix - Webtool for finding co-
expressed genes over hundreds of datasets, ISMB poster 2009 (N22)

BIIT Group Tools :      g:Profiler | KEGGanim | GraphWeb | VisHiC | MEM | URLMap

| Help | Intro |
MEM - Multi Experiment Matrix

Enter gene ID(s) nanog  (for example: Jun, 203325_s_at, ENSG00000204531, ...) [?]

1 NANOG 1.1  1429388_AT (NANOG) Homeobox protein NANOG (Homeobox transcription factor Nanog)(Early embryo specific expression NK-type homeobox protein)(ES cell-associated protein 4)

Select collection A!ymetrix GeneChip® Mouse Genome 430 2.0 [Mouse430_2] (487 datasets)  [?]  Mouse

Submit query

Options:  Similarity   Output   Gene filters   Dataset filters  X

Distance measure : pearson - Pearson correlation distance  [?]

Rank aggregation method : Use betaMEM method to get p-value for selected ranks  [?]

Set score threshold : inf  [?]

By default MEM displays most similar genes to QUERY, to invert this action check:  (and most distant genes will be

shown). [?]

[?] | GO annotations | ExpressView | URLMap link | Static URL | Query details |Results

Handpicked datasets :  :  :  :  : reset all | 419 datasets excluded by filters

Dataset list (in query) [68 ds]
E-GEOD-6078 PTEN-deficient intestinal stem cells initiate intestinal polyposis [AE]
E-GEOD-4786 Caloric restriction suppresses apoptotic cell death in the mammalian cochlea and leads to prevention of presbycusis [AE]
E-GEOD-7275 Evaluation of murine mast cells derived exosomal RNA versus their parental cells MC/9. [AE]
E-GEOD-10765 Expression data from MALP-2-stimulated macrophages from wild-type, IRAK-2-/- and IRAK-1-/IRAK-2-/- mice [AE]
E-GEOD-10214 Expression data from memory P14 transgenic T cells [AE]
E-GEOD-10343 Murine Acute Lung Injury [AE]
E-GEOD-11056 Expression data from mouse lung [AE]
E-GEOD-13443 Induction of systemic disease-specific salivary biomarker profiles in mouse cancer models [AE]
E-MEXP-454 Nef Gene expression during sex determination [AE]
E-GEOD-9443 Gene expression in brain Homer1a-expressing cells after sleep deprivation [AE]
E-GEOD-5298 Development of heart valves requires Gata4 expression in endothelial-derived cells [AE]
E-GEOD-13306 Retinoic Acid Enhances Foxp3 Induction Indirectly by Relieving Inhibition from CD4(+)CD44(hi) Cells. [AE]
E-GEOD-10216 Emx2 knock-out urogenital epithelium [AE]
E-GEOD-10912 Gene expression profiling in BCR/ABL expressing HSCs [AE]
E-MEXP-1137 CCSP-Stat3C Gene Array [AE]
E-GEOD-11165 Genes regulated by GATA6 in the lung [AE]
E-MEXP-1511 Mef2c is required for B cell proliferation and survival following antigen-receptor stimulation [AE]
E-GEOD-5338 In vivo function of NR2E3 in establishing photoreceptor identity during mammalian retinal development [AE]
E-GEOD-4051 Targeting of GFP to new-born rods by Nrl promoter and temporal expression profiling of flow-sorted photoreceptors [AE]
E-GEOD-7767 Differential transcription of ip Chlamydia infected C57BL6J and DBA2J mice [AE]
E-GEOD-9812 Molecular heterogeneity of developing retinal ganglion and amacrine cells [AE]
E-GEOD-13104 p53+/- mouse osteosarcoma RNA array (with mc3T3 and one RS control) [AE]
E-GEOD-5245 Profiling of CD4+ T cells responding to transient or persistent antigen presented by dendritic cells in vivo [AE]
E-GEOD-9044 HOXB4 target genes in ES cell-derived embryoid bodies (EBs) [AE]
E-GEOD-3554 Microarray Analysis of Retinal Gene Expression in the DBA/2J Model of Glaucoma [AE]
E-GEOD-1435 Microarray Based Comparison of two Amplification Methods For Nanogram Amounts of Total RNA [AE]
E-GEOD-11343 Rosiglitazone Treatment Reduces Diabetic Neuropathy in STZ treated DBA/2J mice [AE]
E-GEOD-7309 Requirement for ERK MAP kinase in mouse preimplantation development [AE]
E-GEOD-3653 Inducible Ngn3 Embryonic Stem Cells [AE]
E-GEOD-8128 E14 ES cells and Embryoid bodies [AE]
E-GEOD-9954 Large-scale analysis of the mouse transcriptome [AE]
E-GEOD-10246 GNF Mouse GeneAtlas V3 [AE]
E-MEXP-1518 Murphy Tissue Panel [AE]
E-GEOD-6689 Expression data during stem cell differentiation [AE]
E-GEOD-8024 Murine ES cells, neural precursor cells and embryonic fibroblasts [AE]
E-TABM-363 Differential specification of mesoderm during ES cell differentiation [AE]
E-GEOD-7069 Zfx controls the self-renewal of embryonic and hematopoietic stem cells [AE]
E-GEOD-10871 Differentiated, partially- and fully-reprogrammed MEFs/B-cells [AE]
E-GEOD-6933 Unique Molecular Signature of Multipotent Adult Progenitor Cells (Affy) [AE]
E-MEXP-1375 microRNA-10a binds the 5 prime UTR of ribosomal protein mRNAs and enhances their translation [AE]

[!]

E-GEOD-10806 Mouse iPS cells from neural stem cells by 2 factors (Oct4, KLF4) (Kim, Zaehres et al.) [AE]
E-GEOD-9563 Translation state array analysis of Mouse embryonic stem cells and embryoid bodies [AE]
E-GEOD-10210 Gene expression analysis of embryonic stem cells expressing VE-cadherin (CD144) during endothelial differentiation [AE]
E-GEOD-5671 Cardiac differentiation of embryonic stem cells recapitulates embryonic cardiac development. [AE]
E-GEOD-4936 Transcriptional Profiling of Hh-Treated Embryoid Bodies [AE]
E-GEOD-5976 Mesp1-induced gene expression changes [AE]
E-GEOD-3463 Expression profiling of mouse gonadal somatic cells [AE]
E-GEOD-4308 Expression data for validation of single cell cDNA amplification method (V1V3 method) [AE]
E-GEOD-11128 Expression data from single cells from mouse primordial germ cell lineage (E6.25-E8.25, wild type and Blimp1KO) [AE]
E-GEOD-6882 Embryonic Ovary Developmental Time Course [AE]
E-GEOD-9629 Comparison of normal and beta catenin deficient kidney gene expression profiles at E12.5 [AE]
E-GEOD-6881 Embryonic Testis Developmental Time Course [AE]
E-GEOD-9760 Embryonic stem cells with expanded CAG repeats (lorin-affy-mouse-501743) [AE]
E-GEOD-4307 Expression data from single cells from ICMs of mouse blastocysts at E3.5 [AE]
E-TABM-411 FlowResponse_W06 [AE]
E-GEOD-11358 Histones associated with downregulated genes are hypo-acetylated in HuntingtonÃ¢Â!Â™s disease models [AE]
E-GEOD-11161 Gene expression profiles of neonatal bladder samples. (GUDMAP Series_id: 19) [AE]
E-GEOD-9247 Effect of histone deacetylase inhibitors on osteoblast gene expression [AE]
E-GEOD-13421 CBA/CaJ mouse cochlea gene expression profile [AE]
E-GEOD-7225 Identification and characterization of the changed transcripts in cumulus cells of Bmp15-/- and Bmp15-/-Gdf9+/--DM mice. [AE]
E-GEOD-11040 Shared gene expression profiles in developmental heart valve remodeling and osteoblast progenitor cells [AE]
E-GEOD-12694 Cooperative actions of p53 and Pten in normal and neoplastic progenitor cell renewal and differentiation [AE]
E-GEOD-8828 Isolation and molecular characterization of cancer stem cells in MMTVWnt-1 murine breast tumors [AE]
E-GEOD-6789 response to IL-1b of WT and IRAK4 kinase dead mouse embryonic fibroblasts [AE]
E-GEOD-6398 Comparison between gene expression in heart from Lmna H222P homozygous and control mice [AE]
E-MIMR-42 EXP_EKMP_0504_01 [AE]
E-GEOD-13235 Gene expression profile of mouse embryonic stem cells (D3-pOCT-mESC) grown in low concentrations of nitric oxide [AE]
E-GEOD-7528 Gene expression of Wt vs CYP26A1-/- murine ES cells treated with control or 100 nM RA for 8 or 72 hr. [AE]

Dataset list (filtered out) [419 ds] [+]

Gene list [QUERY + 50 genes]

#Score #Gene name #probeset id #Gene description
#QUERY NANOG 1429388_AT Homeobox protein NANOG (Homeobox transcription factor Nanog)(Early embryo specific expression NK-type homeobox protein)(ES cell-associated protein 4) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q80Z64]

4.68e-26 POU5F1 1417945_at POU domain, class 5, transcription factor 1 (Octamer-binding transcription factor 3)(Oct-3)(Oct-4)(NF-A3) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P20263]
6.29e-25 ZFP42 1418362_at Zinc finger protein 42 (Zfp-42)(Reduced expression protein 1)(REX-1)(mREX-1) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P22227]
2.23e-24 N/A 1457314_at N/A
2.88e-24 DPPA2 1453223_s_at Developmental pluripotency-associated protein 2 (Pluripotent embryonic stem cell-related gene 1 protein) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9CWH0]
2.04e-22 RP24-335A2.3 1416552_at Developmental pluripotency-associated protein 5A (mDppa5)(ES cell-associated transcript 2 protein)(Embryonal stem cell-specific gene 1 protein)(Esg-1)(Protein pH 34) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9CQS7]
1.88e-21 ZIC3 1423424_at Zinc finger protein ZIC 3 (Zinc finger protein of the cerebellum 3) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q62521]
8.57e-21 SOX2 1416967_at Transcription factor SOX-2 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P48432]
2.02e-20 DPPA4 1429597_at Developmental pluripotency-associated protein 4 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q8CCG4]
3.55e-20 RP23-353B17.1 1449064_at L-threonine 3-dehydrogenase, mitochondrial Precursor (EC 1.1.1.103) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q8K3F7]
4.43e-19 EG435970 1443892_at hypothetical protein LOC435970 [Source:RefSeq peptide;Acc:NP_001030065]
9.43e-19 N/A 1454904_at N/A
1.54e-18 DPPA3 1424295_at Developmental pluripotency-associated protein 3 (Compaction-associated protein 1)(Primordial germ cell protein 7) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q8QZY3]
1.62e-18 N/A 1434280_at N/A
2.17e-18 DPPA2 1429654_at Developmental pluripotency-associated protein 2 (Pluripotent embryonic stem cell-related gene 1 protein) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9CWH0]
1.03e-17 GDF3 1449288_at Growth/differentiation factor 3 Precursor (GDF-3)(VG-1-related protein 2) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q07104]
1.54e-17 MORC1 1419418_a_at MORC family CW-type zinc finger protein 1 (Protein microrchidia) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9WVL5]
2.83e-17 N/A 1434279_at N/A
3.61e-17 RP23-285N14.6 1438237_at reduced expression 2 [Source:RefSeq peptide;Acc:NP_033077]
3.92e-17 ZIC3 1438737_at Zinc finger protein ZIC 3 (Zinc finger protein of the cerebellum 3) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q62521]
4.22e-17 UTF1 1416899_at Undifferentiated embryonic cell transcription factor 1 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q6J1H4]
6.22e-17 TCFAP2C 1436392_s_at Transcription factor AP-2 gamma (AP2-gamma)(Activating enhancer-binding protein 2 gamma)(AP-2.2) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q61312]

7e-17 SALL1 1437983_at Sal-like protein 1 (Zinc finger protein Spalt-3)(Sal-3)(MSal-3) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9ER74]
1.29e-16 PRDM14 1444390_at PR domain containing 14 [Source:RefSeq peptide;Acc:NP_001074678]
1.58e-16 TDGF1 1450989_at Teratocarcinoma-derived growth factor Precursor (Epidermal growth factor-like Cripto protein)(Cripto growth factor) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P51865]
2.8e-16 SLC7A3 1417022_at Cationic amino acid transporter 3 (CAT-3)(Cationic amino acid transporter y+)(Solute carrier family 7 member 3) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P70423]
4.56e-16 FBXO15 1427238_at F-box only protein 15 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9QZN0]
5.07e-16 N/A 1444292_at N/A
1.38e-15 ZSCAN10 1438787_at zinc finger and SCAN domains 10 [Source:RefSeq peptide;Acc:NP_001028597]
1.74e-15 TRIM6 1424448_at Tripartite motif-containing protein 6 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q8BGE7]
2.66e-15 LIPH 1457026_at Lipase member H Precursor (EC 3.1.1.-) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q8CIV3]
3.46e-15 RNF17 1438820_at RING finger protein 17 (Mad member-interacting protein 2)(Mmip-2) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q99MV7]
6.97e-15 ERAS 1456511_x_at GTPase ERas Precursor (E-Ras)(Embryonic stem cell-expressed Ras) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q7TN89]
7.85e-15 FGF4 1420085_at Fibroblast growth factor 4 Precursor (FGF-4)(Heparin-binding growth factor 4)(HBGF-4)(K-fibroblast growth factor) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P11403]
8.46e-15 NODAL 1422058_at Nodal Precursor [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P43021]
1.14e-14 PHF17 1426752_at Protein Jade-1 (PHD finger protein 17) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q6ZPI0]
1.22e-14 ESRRB 1436926_at Steroid hormone receptor ERR2 (Estrogen-related receptor, beta)(ERR-beta)(Estrogen receptor-like 2)(Nuclear receptor subfamily 3 group B member 2) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q61539]
1.56e-14 LRRC34 1429366_at Leucine-rich repeat-containing protein 34 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9DAM1]
1.91e-14 N/A 1434278_at N/A
3.63e-14 DMRT1 1423582_at Doublesex- and mab-3-related transcription factor 1 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9QZ59]
3.74e-14 TCFAP2C 1418147_at Transcription factor AP-2 gamma (AP2-gamma)(Activating enhancer-binding protein 2 gamma)(AP-2.2) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q61312]
4.73e-14 TGIF1 1422286_a_at Homeobox protein TGIF1 (5'-TG-3'-interacting factor 1) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P70284]
5.11e-14 2410003J06RIK 1429701_at Melanoma-associated antigen B16 (MAGE-B16 antigen) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9CWV4]
8.18e-14 FGF4 1420086_x_at Fibroblast growth factor 4 Precursor (FGF-4)(Heparin-binding growth factor 4)(HBGF-4)(K-fibroblast growth factor) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P11403]
9.21e-14 DND1 1455367_at Dead end protein homolog 1 (RNA-binding motif, single-stranded-interacting protein 4) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q6VY05]
9.7e-14 N/A 1439065_x_at N/A
1.68e-13 ZMYM1 1428052_a_at zinc finger, MYM domain containing 1 [Source:RefSeq peptide;Acc:NP_080946]
2.32e-13 EG653016 1456242_at Embryonic stem cell-and germ cell-specific protein ESGP [Source:UniProtKB/TrEMBL;Acc:Q2Q5T5]
2.46e-13 DNMT3L 1425035_s_at DNA (cytosine-5)-methyltransferase 3-like [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9CWR8]
2.56e-13 TCL1 1422458_at T-cell leukemia/lymphoma protein 1A (Protein p14 TCL1)(Oncogene TCL1)(TCL-1) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P56280]
2.65e-13 N/A 1456140_at N/A
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Abstract

Accumulation of gene expression data in public domain has raised the opportunity to 
discover new facts by re-analyzing the existing experiments. Co-expression over many 
gene expression datasets has been proven useful in many areas of molecular biology and 
bioinformatics, such as network reconstruction and gene function prediction. However, the 
tools for this are lacking. Here, we present MEM, a web-based resource for finding co-
expressed genes over large collections of public microarray experiments. 

The search goes over hundreds of gene expression datasets from ArrayExpress covering 
wide spectrum of biological conditions from stem cells to different diseases and cancer. 
The essence of MEM is a novel rank aggregation method that combines similarity 
searches across individual data sets into a global ordering by selecting automatically the 
appropriate experiments and assigning a combined p-value for the significance of the 
similarity across all data. For more specific queries we have various mechanisms for 
dataset selection. The output of MEM is highly interactive opening up several paths for 
further data analysis (such as Gene Ontology / Biopathway enrichment via g:Profiler 
toolset).

Data

From ArrayExpress database we have downloaded all AffyMetrix GeneChip® gene 
expression datasets with raw data available.

• Datasets are grouped by platform which makes features of different experiments 
easy to compare

• Most popular platforms have hundreds of different experiments with wide spectrum 
of conitions

 

Method

MEM relies 

Real examples

! Nanog

To emphasize some features of MEM, we looked how it retrieves 

known targets of Nanog. We took a list of target genes from article 

by Sharov et al. and observed how many of them are within top fifty 

of mem query.

! On figures 3a and 3b we depict the advantage of mem over 

single dataset query. The dots represent individual dataset queries 

and red line the result of mem with default parameters. By default 

mem uses only datasets where the query gene has standard 

deviation greater than 0.29 (Fig 3a). The threshold has been fine 

tuned analyzing gene ontology enrichment in random mem queries. 

Over the 68 datasets (StDev > 0.29) mem found 14 known targets of 

Nanog (shown as red line on Fig 3a). 
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 In some applications only the tops of the ranked lists are available, 
e.g lists of significantly changed genes, etc. Our algorithm can be 
applied also in this case, if
! we assign the maximal possible rank to all genes not present in 
the list. See illustration in the figure
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Combining evidence from ranked lists
Raivo Kolde *ac, Sven Laura, Priit Adler b, Jaak Vilo ac

a Institute of Computer Science, University of Tartu, 
b Estonian Biocentre,  c QureTec Inc
*rkolde@gmail.com

 Ranked gene lists naturally occur if 
! one does sequence or expression based similarity search,
! one compares expression levels between conditions,
! finding targets for TF-s or miRNAs,
! ...

 Given m preference lists di"erently ordered genes.
! We want to find genes appearing in the top of the lists most often.
! We can study the rank distribution for each of them, to find the 
most interesting genes
! We propose a way to score the distribution with a p-value, 
comparing it with the expected (uniform) distribution

In bioinformatics, it is often need to combine evidence from di"erent 
sources. Rank aggregation is a natural choice for this task, as ranked 
lists are common end results of di"erent analyses and database 
queries. In here we propose a rank aggregation algorithm, that is 
relatively insensitive to noise. This is especially important in biological 

setting, where data sources can be unreliable. Our method assigns  a 
p-value for each element, which shows whether the element shows up 
in the top of the lists more often than expected.

1. Introduction

Method 
We compute a score for each gene in three steps.
1. Sort the ranks of the gene.
2. For each successive rank, we calculate a biomial p-value. 
showing the probability of seeing at least so many small ranks.

3. As a final score we use the minima of these p-values.

Interpretation 
!The final score is not a p-value. However, if we multiply this score 
by the number of genes and lists, we can interpret it as a Bonferroni 
corrected p-value.
! The algorithm is robust against the outliers. The final score takes 
into account only the ranks that smaller than some threshold. 
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4. Potential Applications

2. Rank aggregation problem 3. P-value computation

5. Top-k lists

6. References

MEM (Adler et al) 
! Objective. Find co-expressed genes over multiple
datasets 
! Preference lists

- Similarity query results in individual dataset.
! Results

- Genes that are similar to query gene in many
        datasets.

Meta-analysis 
! Objective. Combine statistically significant gene lists from di"erent 
studies about the same phenomenon.  
! Preference lists

- Statistically significant genes, from multiple comparisons like 
cancer vs control. (The lists are incomplete, see Box 5)

! Results
-Robust set of genes that have supporting evidence from multiple 
experiments 

Network reconstruction 
! Objective. Using multiple data sources predict gene-gene 
interactions. See example of such analysis in Aerts et al. 
! Preference lists

- Queries from di"erent databases, lists from literature and gene 
expression analysis.

! Results

-Predictions of gene-gene interactions.

Aerts et al. Gene prioritization through genomic data fusion. Nat 
Biotechnol (2006)
Adler et al. Multi Experiment Matrix - Webtool for finding co-
expressed genes over hundreds of datasets, ISMB poster 2009 (N22)

BIIT Group Tools :      g:Profiler | KEGGanim | GraphWeb | VisHiC | MEM | URLMap

| Help | Intro |
MEM - Multi Experiment Matrix

Enter gene ID(s) nanog  (for example: Jun, 203325_s_at, ENSG00000204531, ...) [?]

1 NANOG 1.1  1429388_AT (NANOG) Homeobox protein NANOG (Homeobox transcription factor Nanog)(Early embryo specific expression NK-type homeobox protein)(ES cell-associated protein 4)

Select collection A!ymetrix GeneChip® Mouse Genome 430 2.0 [Mouse430_2] (487 datasets)  [?]  Mouse

Submit query

Options:  Similarity   Output   Gene filters   Dataset filters  X

Distance measure : pearson - Pearson correlation distance  [?]

Rank aggregation method : Use betaMEM method to get p-value for selected ranks  [?]

Set score threshold : inf  [?]

By default MEM displays most similar genes to QUERY, to invert this action check:  (and most distant genes will be

shown). [?]

[?] | GO annotations | ExpressView | URLMap link | Static URL | Query details |Results

Handpicked datasets :  :  :  :  : reset all | 419 datasets excluded by filters

Dataset list (in query) [68 ds]
E-GEOD-6078 PTEN-deficient intestinal stem cells initiate intestinal polyposis [AE]
E-GEOD-4786 Caloric restriction suppresses apoptotic cell death in the mammalian cochlea and leads to prevention of presbycusis [AE]
E-GEOD-7275 Evaluation of murine mast cells derived exosomal RNA versus their parental cells MC/9. [AE]
E-GEOD-10765 Expression data from MALP-2-stimulated macrophages from wild-type, IRAK-2-/- and IRAK-1-/IRAK-2-/- mice [AE]
E-GEOD-10214 Expression data from memory P14 transgenic T cells [AE]
E-GEOD-10343 Murine Acute Lung Injury [AE]
E-GEOD-11056 Expression data from mouse lung [AE]
E-GEOD-13443 Induction of systemic disease-specific salivary biomarker profiles in mouse cancer models [AE]
E-MEXP-454 Nef Gene expression during sex determination [AE]
E-GEOD-9443 Gene expression in brain Homer1a-expressing cells after sleep deprivation [AE]
E-GEOD-5298 Development of heart valves requires Gata4 expression in endothelial-derived cells [AE]
E-GEOD-13306 Retinoic Acid Enhances Foxp3 Induction Indirectly by Relieving Inhibition from CD4(+)CD44(hi) Cells. [AE]
E-GEOD-10216 Emx2 knock-out urogenital epithelium [AE]
E-GEOD-10912 Gene expression profiling in BCR/ABL expressing HSCs [AE]
E-MEXP-1137 CCSP-Stat3C Gene Array [AE]
E-GEOD-11165 Genes regulated by GATA6 in the lung [AE]
E-MEXP-1511 Mef2c is required for B cell proliferation and survival following antigen-receptor stimulation [AE]
E-GEOD-5338 In vivo function of NR2E3 in establishing photoreceptor identity during mammalian retinal development [AE]
E-GEOD-4051 Targeting of GFP to new-born rods by Nrl promoter and temporal expression profiling of flow-sorted photoreceptors [AE]
E-GEOD-7767 Differential transcription of ip Chlamydia infected C57BL6J and DBA2J mice [AE]
E-GEOD-9812 Molecular heterogeneity of developing retinal ganglion and amacrine cells [AE]
E-GEOD-13104 p53+/- mouse osteosarcoma RNA array (with mc3T3 and one RS control) [AE]
E-GEOD-5245 Profiling of CD4+ T cells responding to transient or persistent antigen presented by dendritic cells in vivo [AE]
E-GEOD-9044 HOXB4 target genes in ES cell-derived embryoid bodies (EBs) [AE]
E-GEOD-3554 Microarray Analysis of Retinal Gene Expression in the DBA/2J Model of Glaucoma [AE]
E-GEOD-1435 Microarray Based Comparison of two Amplification Methods For Nanogram Amounts of Total RNA [AE]
E-GEOD-11343 Rosiglitazone Treatment Reduces Diabetic Neuropathy in STZ treated DBA/2J mice [AE]
E-GEOD-7309 Requirement for ERK MAP kinase in mouse preimplantation development [AE]
E-GEOD-3653 Inducible Ngn3 Embryonic Stem Cells [AE]
E-GEOD-8128 E14 ES cells and Embryoid bodies [AE]
E-GEOD-9954 Large-scale analysis of the mouse transcriptome [AE]
E-GEOD-10246 GNF Mouse GeneAtlas V3 [AE]
E-MEXP-1518 Murphy Tissue Panel [AE]
E-GEOD-6689 Expression data during stem cell differentiation [AE]
E-GEOD-8024 Murine ES cells, neural precursor cells and embryonic fibroblasts [AE]
E-TABM-363 Differential specification of mesoderm during ES cell differentiation [AE]
E-GEOD-7069 Zfx controls the self-renewal of embryonic and hematopoietic stem cells [AE]
E-GEOD-10871 Differentiated, partially- and fully-reprogrammed MEFs/B-cells [AE]
E-GEOD-6933 Unique Molecular Signature of Multipotent Adult Progenitor Cells (Affy) [AE]
E-MEXP-1375 microRNA-10a binds the 5 prime UTR of ribosomal protein mRNAs and enhances their translation [AE]

[!]

E-GEOD-10806 Mouse iPS cells from neural stem cells by 2 factors (Oct4, KLF4) (Kim, Zaehres et al.) [AE]
E-GEOD-9563 Translation state array analysis of Mouse embryonic stem cells and embryoid bodies [AE]
E-GEOD-10210 Gene expression analysis of embryonic stem cells expressing VE-cadherin (CD144) during endothelial differentiation [AE]
E-GEOD-5671 Cardiac differentiation of embryonic stem cells recapitulates embryonic cardiac development. [AE]
E-GEOD-4936 Transcriptional Profiling of Hh-Treated Embryoid Bodies [AE]
E-GEOD-5976 Mesp1-induced gene expression changes [AE]
E-GEOD-3463 Expression profiling of mouse gonadal somatic cells [AE]
E-GEOD-4308 Expression data for validation of single cell cDNA amplification method (V1V3 method) [AE]
E-GEOD-11128 Expression data from single cells from mouse primordial germ cell lineage (E6.25-E8.25, wild type and Blimp1KO) [AE]
E-GEOD-6882 Embryonic Ovary Developmental Time Course [AE]
E-GEOD-9629 Comparison of normal and beta catenin deficient kidney gene expression profiles at E12.5 [AE]
E-GEOD-6881 Embryonic Testis Developmental Time Course [AE]
E-GEOD-9760 Embryonic stem cells with expanded CAG repeats (lorin-affy-mouse-501743) [AE]
E-GEOD-4307 Expression data from single cells from ICMs of mouse blastocysts at E3.5 [AE]
E-TABM-411 FlowResponse_W06 [AE]
E-GEOD-11358 Histones associated with downregulated genes are hypo-acetylated in HuntingtonÃ¢Â!Â™s disease models [AE]
E-GEOD-11161 Gene expression profiles of neonatal bladder samples. (GUDMAP Series_id: 19) [AE]
E-GEOD-9247 Effect of histone deacetylase inhibitors on osteoblast gene expression [AE]
E-GEOD-13421 CBA/CaJ mouse cochlea gene expression profile [AE]
E-GEOD-7225 Identification and characterization of the changed transcripts in cumulus cells of Bmp15-/- and Bmp15-/-Gdf9+/--DM mice. [AE]
E-GEOD-11040 Shared gene expression profiles in developmental heart valve remodeling and osteoblast progenitor cells [AE]
E-GEOD-12694 Cooperative actions of p53 and Pten in normal and neoplastic progenitor cell renewal and differentiation [AE]
E-GEOD-8828 Isolation and molecular characterization of cancer stem cells in MMTVWnt-1 murine breast tumors [AE]
E-GEOD-6789 response to IL-1b of WT and IRAK4 kinase dead mouse embryonic fibroblasts [AE]
E-GEOD-6398 Comparison between gene expression in heart from Lmna H222P homozygous and control mice [AE]
E-MIMR-42 EXP_EKMP_0504_01 [AE]
E-GEOD-13235 Gene expression profile of mouse embryonic stem cells (D3-pOCT-mESC) grown in low concentrations of nitric oxide [AE]
E-GEOD-7528 Gene expression of Wt vs CYP26A1-/- murine ES cells treated with control or 100 nM RA for 8 or 72 hr. [AE]

Dataset list (filtered out) [419 ds] [+]

Gene list [QUERY + 50 genes]

#Score #Gene name #probeset id #Gene description
#QUERY NANOG 1429388_AT Homeobox protein NANOG (Homeobox transcription factor Nanog)(Early embryo specific expression NK-type homeobox protein)(ES cell-associated protein 4) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q80Z64]

4.68e-26 POU5F1 1417945_at POU domain, class 5, transcription factor 1 (Octamer-binding transcription factor 3)(Oct-3)(Oct-4)(NF-A3) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P20263]
6.29e-25 ZFP42 1418362_at Zinc finger protein 42 (Zfp-42)(Reduced expression protein 1)(REX-1)(mREX-1) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P22227]
2.23e-24 N/A 1457314_at N/A
2.88e-24 DPPA2 1453223_s_at Developmental pluripotency-associated protein 2 (Pluripotent embryonic stem cell-related gene 1 protein) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9CWH0]
2.04e-22 RP24-335A2.3 1416552_at Developmental pluripotency-associated protein 5A (mDppa5)(ES cell-associated transcript 2 protein)(Embryonal stem cell-specific gene 1 protein)(Esg-1)(Protein pH 34) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9CQS7]
1.88e-21 ZIC3 1423424_at Zinc finger protein ZIC 3 (Zinc finger protein of the cerebellum 3) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q62521]
8.57e-21 SOX2 1416967_at Transcription factor SOX-2 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P48432]
2.02e-20 DPPA4 1429597_at Developmental pluripotency-associated protein 4 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q8CCG4]
3.55e-20 RP23-353B17.1 1449064_at L-threonine 3-dehydrogenase, mitochondrial Precursor (EC 1.1.1.103) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q8K3F7]
4.43e-19 EG435970 1443892_at hypothetical protein LOC435970 [Source:RefSeq peptide;Acc:NP_001030065]
9.43e-19 N/A 1454904_at N/A
1.54e-18 DPPA3 1424295_at Developmental pluripotency-associated protein 3 (Compaction-associated protein 1)(Primordial germ cell protein 7) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q8QZY3]
1.62e-18 N/A 1434280_at N/A
2.17e-18 DPPA2 1429654_at Developmental pluripotency-associated protein 2 (Pluripotent embryonic stem cell-related gene 1 protein) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9CWH0]
1.03e-17 GDF3 1449288_at Growth/differentiation factor 3 Precursor (GDF-3)(VG-1-related protein 2) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q07104]
1.54e-17 MORC1 1419418_a_at MORC family CW-type zinc finger protein 1 (Protein microrchidia) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9WVL5]
2.83e-17 N/A 1434279_at N/A
3.61e-17 RP23-285N14.6 1438237_at reduced expression 2 [Source:RefSeq peptide;Acc:NP_033077]
3.92e-17 ZIC3 1438737_at Zinc finger protein ZIC 3 (Zinc finger protein of the cerebellum 3) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q62521]
4.22e-17 UTF1 1416899_at Undifferentiated embryonic cell transcription factor 1 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q6J1H4]
6.22e-17 TCFAP2C 1436392_s_at Transcription factor AP-2 gamma (AP2-gamma)(Activating enhancer-binding protein 2 gamma)(AP-2.2) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q61312]

7e-17 SALL1 1437983_at Sal-like protein 1 (Zinc finger protein Spalt-3)(Sal-3)(MSal-3) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9ER74]
1.29e-16 PRDM14 1444390_at PR domain containing 14 [Source:RefSeq peptide;Acc:NP_001074678]
1.58e-16 TDGF1 1450989_at Teratocarcinoma-derived growth factor Precursor (Epidermal growth factor-like Cripto protein)(Cripto growth factor) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P51865]
2.8e-16 SLC7A3 1417022_at Cationic amino acid transporter 3 (CAT-3)(Cationic amino acid transporter y+)(Solute carrier family 7 member 3) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P70423]
4.56e-16 FBXO15 1427238_at F-box only protein 15 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9QZN0]
5.07e-16 N/A 1444292_at N/A
1.38e-15 ZSCAN10 1438787_at zinc finger and SCAN domains 10 [Source:RefSeq peptide;Acc:NP_001028597]
1.74e-15 TRIM6 1424448_at Tripartite motif-containing protein 6 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q8BGE7]
2.66e-15 LIPH 1457026_at Lipase member H Precursor (EC 3.1.1.-) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q8CIV3]
3.46e-15 RNF17 1438820_at RING finger protein 17 (Mad member-interacting protein 2)(Mmip-2) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q99MV7]
6.97e-15 ERAS 1456511_x_at GTPase ERas Precursor (E-Ras)(Embryonic stem cell-expressed Ras) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q7TN89]
7.85e-15 FGF4 1420085_at Fibroblast growth factor 4 Precursor (FGF-4)(Heparin-binding growth factor 4)(HBGF-4)(K-fibroblast growth factor) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P11403]
8.46e-15 NODAL 1422058_at Nodal Precursor [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P43021]
1.14e-14 PHF17 1426752_at Protein Jade-1 (PHD finger protein 17) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q6ZPI0]
1.22e-14 ESRRB 1436926_at Steroid hormone receptor ERR2 (Estrogen-related receptor, beta)(ERR-beta)(Estrogen receptor-like 2)(Nuclear receptor subfamily 3 group B member 2) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q61539]
1.56e-14 LRRC34 1429366_at Leucine-rich repeat-containing protein 34 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9DAM1]
1.91e-14 N/A 1434278_at N/A
3.63e-14 DMRT1 1423582_at Doublesex- and mab-3-related transcription factor 1 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9QZ59]
3.74e-14 TCFAP2C 1418147_at Transcription factor AP-2 gamma (AP2-gamma)(Activating enhancer-binding protein 2 gamma)(AP-2.2) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q61312]
4.73e-14 TGIF1 1422286_a_at Homeobox protein TGIF1 (5'-TG-3'-interacting factor 1) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P70284]
5.11e-14 2410003J06RIK 1429701_at Melanoma-associated antigen B16 (MAGE-B16 antigen) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9CWV4]
8.18e-14 FGF4 1420086_x_at Fibroblast growth factor 4 Precursor (FGF-4)(Heparin-binding growth factor 4)(HBGF-4)(K-fibroblast growth factor) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P11403]
9.21e-14 DND1 1455367_at Dead end protein homolog 1 (RNA-binding motif, single-stranded-interacting protein 4) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q6VY05]
9.7e-14 N/A 1439065_x_at N/A
1.68e-13 ZMYM1 1428052_a_at zinc finger, MYM domain containing 1 [Source:RefSeq peptide;Acc:NP_080946]
2.32e-13 EG653016 1456242_at Embryonic stem cell-and germ cell-specific protein ESGP [Source:UniProtKB/TrEMBL;Acc:Q2Q5T5]
2.46e-13 DNMT3L 1425035_s_at DNA (cytosine-5)-methyltransferase 3-like [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9CWR8]
2.56e-13 TCL1 1422458_at T-cell leukemia/lymphoma protein 1A (Protein p14 TCL1)(Oncogene TCL1)(TCL-1) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P56280]
2.65e-13 N/A 1456140_at N/A
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Abstract

Accumulation of gene expression data in public domain has raised the opportunity to 
discover new facts by re-analyzing the existing experiments. Co-expression over many 
gene expression datasets has been proven useful in many areas of molecular biology and 
bioinformatics, such as network reconstruction and gene function prediction. However, the 
tools for this are lacking. Here, we present MEM, a web-based resource for finding co-
expressed genes over large collections of public microarray experiments. 

The search goes over hundreds of gene expression datasets from ArrayExpress covering 
wide spectrum of biological conditions from stem cells to different diseases and cancer. 
The essence of MEM is a novel rank aggregation method that combines similarity 
searches across individual data sets into a global ordering by selecting automatically the 
appropriate experiments and assigning a combined p-value for the significance of the 
similarity across all data. For more specific queries we have various mechanisms for 
dataset selection. The output of MEM is highly interactive opening up several paths for 
further data analysis (such as Gene Ontology / Biopathway enrichment via g:Profiler 
toolset).

Data

From ArrayExpress database we have downloaded all AffyMetrix GeneChip® gene 
expression datasets with raw data available.

• Datasets are grouped by platform which makes features of different experiments 
easy to compare

• Most popular platforms have hundreds of different experiments with wide spectrum 
of conitions

 

Method

MEM relies 

Real examples

! Nanog

To emphasize some features of MEM, we looked how it retrieves 

known targets of Nanog. We took a list of target genes from article 

by Sharov et al. and observed how many of them are within top fifty 

of mem query.

! On figures 3a and 3b we depict the advantage of mem over 

single dataset query. The dots represent individual dataset queries 

and red line the result of mem with default parameters. By default 

mem uses only datasets where the query gene has standard 

deviation greater than 0.29 (Fig 3a). The threshold has been fine 

tuned analyzing gene ontology enrichment in random mem queries. 

Over the 68 datasets (StDev > 0.29) mem found 14 known targets of 

Nanog (shown as red line on Fig 3a). 
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Figure 4.2: Top 20 ranks from 20 different experiments.

To make this information more comprehensible, we can look at how the
ranks of a gene are distributed (Figure 4.3).

 In some applications only the tops of the ranked lists are available, 
e.g lists of significantly changed genes, etc. Our algorithm can be 
applied also in this case, if
! we assign the maximal possible rank to all genes not present in 
the list. See illustration in the figure
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Combining evidence from ranked lists
Raivo Kolde *ac, Sven Laura, Priit Adler b, Jaak Vilo ac

a Institute of Computer Science, University of Tartu, 
b Estonian Biocentre,  c QureTec Inc
*rkolde@gmail.com

 Ranked gene lists naturally occur if 
! one does sequence or expression based similarity search,
! one compares expression levels between conditions,
! finding targets for TF-s or miRNAs,
! ...

 Given m preference lists di"erently ordered genes.
! We want to find genes appearing in the top of the lists most often.
! We can study the rank distribution for each of them, to find the 
most interesting genes
! We propose a way to score the distribution with a p-value, 
comparing it with the expected (uniform) distribution

In bioinformatics, it is often need to combine evidence from di"erent 
sources. Rank aggregation is a natural choice for this task, as ranked 
lists are common end results of di"erent analyses and database 
queries. In here we propose a rank aggregation algorithm, that is 
relatively insensitive to noise. This is especially important in biological 

setting, where data sources can be unreliable. Our method assigns  a 
p-value for each element, which shows whether the element shows up 
in the top of the lists more often than expected.

1. Introduction

Method 
We compute a score for each gene in three steps.
1. Sort the ranks of the gene.
2. For each successive rank, we calculate a biomial p-value. 
showing the probability of seeing at least so many small ranks.

3. As a final score we use the minima of these p-values.

Interpretation 
!The final score is not a p-value. However, if we multiply this score 
by the number of genes and lists, we can interpret it as a Bonferroni 
corrected p-value.
! The algorithm is robust against the outliers. The final score takes 
into account only the ranks that smaller than some threshold. 
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4. Potential Applications

2. Rank aggregation problem 3. P-value computation

5. Top-k lists

6. References

MEM (Adler et al) 
! Objective. Find co-expressed genes over multiple
datasets 
! Preference lists

- Similarity query results in individual dataset.
! Results

- Genes that are similar to query gene in many
        datasets.

Meta-analysis 
! Objective. Combine statistically significant gene lists from di"erent 
studies about the same phenomenon.  
! Preference lists

- Statistically significant genes, from multiple comparisons like 
cancer vs control. (The lists are incomplete, see Box 5)

! Results
-Robust set of genes that have supporting evidence from multiple 
experiments 

Network reconstruction 
! Objective. Using multiple data sources predict gene-gene 
interactions. See example of such analysis in Aerts et al. 
! Preference lists

- Queries from di"erent databases, lists from literature and gene 
expression analysis.

! Results

-Predictions of gene-gene interactions.

Aerts et al. Gene prioritization through genomic data fusion. Nat 
Biotechnol (2006)
Adler et al. Multi Experiment Matrix - Webtool for finding co-
expressed genes over hundreds of datasets, ISMB poster 2009 (N22)

BIIT Group Tools :      g:Profiler | KEGGanim | GraphWeb | VisHiC | MEM | URLMap

| Help | Intro |
MEM - Multi Experiment Matrix

Enter gene ID(s) nanog  (for example: Jun, 203325_s_at, ENSG00000204531, ...) [?]

1 NANOG 1.1  1429388_AT (NANOG) Homeobox protein NANOG (Homeobox transcription factor Nanog)(Early embryo specific expression NK-type homeobox protein)(ES cell-associated protein 4)

Select collection A!ymetrix GeneChip® Mouse Genome 430 2.0 [Mouse430_2] (487 datasets)  [?]  Mouse

Submit query

Options:  Similarity   Output   Gene filters   Dataset filters  X

Distance measure : pearson - Pearson correlation distance  [?]

Rank aggregation method : Use betaMEM method to get p-value for selected ranks  [?]

Set score threshold : inf  [?]

By default MEM displays most similar genes to QUERY, to invert this action check:  (and most distant genes will be

shown). [?]

[?] | GO annotations | ExpressView | URLMap link | Static URL | Query details |Results

Handpicked datasets :  :  :  :  : reset all | 419 datasets excluded by filters

Dataset list (in query) [68 ds]
E-GEOD-6078 PTEN-deficient intestinal stem cells initiate intestinal polyposis [AE]
E-GEOD-4786 Caloric restriction suppresses apoptotic cell death in the mammalian cochlea and leads to prevention of presbycusis [AE]
E-GEOD-7275 Evaluation of murine mast cells derived exosomal RNA versus their parental cells MC/9. [AE]
E-GEOD-10765 Expression data from MALP-2-stimulated macrophages from wild-type, IRAK-2-/- and IRAK-1-/IRAK-2-/- mice [AE]
E-GEOD-10214 Expression data from memory P14 transgenic T cells [AE]
E-GEOD-10343 Murine Acute Lung Injury [AE]
E-GEOD-11056 Expression data from mouse lung [AE]
E-GEOD-13443 Induction of systemic disease-specific salivary biomarker profiles in mouse cancer models [AE]
E-MEXP-454 Nef Gene expression during sex determination [AE]
E-GEOD-9443 Gene expression in brain Homer1a-expressing cells after sleep deprivation [AE]
E-GEOD-5298 Development of heart valves requires Gata4 expression in endothelial-derived cells [AE]
E-GEOD-13306 Retinoic Acid Enhances Foxp3 Induction Indirectly by Relieving Inhibition from CD4(+)CD44(hi) Cells. [AE]
E-GEOD-10216 Emx2 knock-out urogenital epithelium [AE]
E-GEOD-10912 Gene expression profiling in BCR/ABL expressing HSCs [AE]
E-MEXP-1137 CCSP-Stat3C Gene Array [AE]
E-GEOD-11165 Genes regulated by GATA6 in the lung [AE]
E-MEXP-1511 Mef2c is required for B cell proliferation and survival following antigen-receptor stimulation [AE]
E-GEOD-5338 In vivo function of NR2E3 in establishing photoreceptor identity during mammalian retinal development [AE]
E-GEOD-4051 Targeting of GFP to new-born rods by Nrl promoter and temporal expression profiling of flow-sorted photoreceptors [AE]
E-GEOD-7767 Differential transcription of ip Chlamydia infected C57BL6J and DBA2J mice [AE]
E-GEOD-9812 Molecular heterogeneity of developing retinal ganglion and amacrine cells [AE]
E-GEOD-13104 p53+/- mouse osteosarcoma RNA array (with mc3T3 and one RS control) [AE]
E-GEOD-5245 Profiling of CD4+ T cells responding to transient or persistent antigen presented by dendritic cells in vivo [AE]
E-GEOD-9044 HOXB4 target genes in ES cell-derived embryoid bodies (EBs) [AE]
E-GEOD-3554 Microarray Analysis of Retinal Gene Expression in the DBA/2J Model of Glaucoma [AE]
E-GEOD-1435 Microarray Based Comparison of two Amplification Methods For Nanogram Amounts of Total RNA [AE]
E-GEOD-11343 Rosiglitazone Treatment Reduces Diabetic Neuropathy in STZ treated DBA/2J mice [AE]
E-GEOD-7309 Requirement for ERK MAP kinase in mouse preimplantation development [AE]
E-GEOD-3653 Inducible Ngn3 Embryonic Stem Cells [AE]
E-GEOD-8128 E14 ES cells and Embryoid bodies [AE]
E-GEOD-9954 Large-scale analysis of the mouse transcriptome [AE]
E-GEOD-10246 GNF Mouse GeneAtlas V3 [AE]
E-MEXP-1518 Murphy Tissue Panel [AE]
E-GEOD-6689 Expression data during stem cell differentiation [AE]
E-GEOD-8024 Murine ES cells, neural precursor cells and embryonic fibroblasts [AE]
E-TABM-363 Differential specification of mesoderm during ES cell differentiation [AE]
E-GEOD-7069 Zfx controls the self-renewal of embryonic and hematopoietic stem cells [AE]
E-GEOD-10871 Differentiated, partially- and fully-reprogrammed MEFs/B-cells [AE]
E-GEOD-6933 Unique Molecular Signature of Multipotent Adult Progenitor Cells (Affy) [AE]
E-MEXP-1375 microRNA-10a binds the 5 prime UTR of ribosomal protein mRNAs and enhances their translation [AE]

[!]

E-GEOD-10806 Mouse iPS cells from neural stem cells by 2 factors (Oct4, KLF4) (Kim, Zaehres et al.) [AE]
E-GEOD-9563 Translation state array analysis of Mouse embryonic stem cells and embryoid bodies [AE]
E-GEOD-10210 Gene expression analysis of embryonic stem cells expressing VE-cadherin (CD144) during endothelial differentiation [AE]
E-GEOD-5671 Cardiac differentiation of embryonic stem cells recapitulates embryonic cardiac development. [AE]
E-GEOD-4936 Transcriptional Profiling of Hh-Treated Embryoid Bodies [AE]
E-GEOD-5976 Mesp1-induced gene expression changes [AE]
E-GEOD-3463 Expression profiling of mouse gonadal somatic cells [AE]
E-GEOD-4308 Expression data for validation of single cell cDNA amplification method (V1V3 method) [AE]
E-GEOD-11128 Expression data from single cells from mouse primordial germ cell lineage (E6.25-E8.25, wild type and Blimp1KO) [AE]
E-GEOD-6882 Embryonic Ovary Developmental Time Course [AE]
E-GEOD-9629 Comparison of normal and beta catenin deficient kidney gene expression profiles at E12.5 [AE]
E-GEOD-6881 Embryonic Testis Developmental Time Course [AE]
E-GEOD-9760 Embryonic stem cells with expanded CAG repeats (lorin-affy-mouse-501743) [AE]
E-GEOD-4307 Expression data from single cells from ICMs of mouse blastocysts at E3.5 [AE]
E-TABM-411 FlowResponse_W06 [AE]
E-GEOD-11358 Histones associated with downregulated genes are hypo-acetylated in HuntingtonÃ¢Â!Â™s disease models [AE]
E-GEOD-11161 Gene expression profiles of neonatal bladder samples. (GUDMAP Series_id: 19) [AE]
E-GEOD-9247 Effect of histone deacetylase inhibitors on osteoblast gene expression [AE]
E-GEOD-13421 CBA/CaJ mouse cochlea gene expression profile [AE]
E-GEOD-7225 Identification and characterization of the changed transcripts in cumulus cells of Bmp15-/- and Bmp15-/-Gdf9+/--DM mice. [AE]
E-GEOD-11040 Shared gene expression profiles in developmental heart valve remodeling and osteoblast progenitor cells [AE]
E-GEOD-12694 Cooperative actions of p53 and Pten in normal and neoplastic progenitor cell renewal and differentiation [AE]
E-GEOD-8828 Isolation and molecular characterization of cancer stem cells in MMTVWnt-1 murine breast tumors [AE]
E-GEOD-6789 response to IL-1b of WT and IRAK4 kinase dead mouse embryonic fibroblasts [AE]
E-GEOD-6398 Comparison between gene expression in heart from Lmna H222P homozygous and control mice [AE]
E-MIMR-42 EXP_EKMP_0504_01 [AE]
E-GEOD-13235 Gene expression profile of mouse embryonic stem cells (D3-pOCT-mESC) grown in low concentrations of nitric oxide [AE]
E-GEOD-7528 Gene expression of Wt vs CYP26A1-/- murine ES cells treated with control or 100 nM RA for 8 or 72 hr. [AE]

Dataset list (filtered out) [419 ds] [+]

Gene list [QUERY + 50 genes]

#Score #Gene name #probeset id #Gene description
#QUERY NANOG 1429388_AT Homeobox protein NANOG (Homeobox transcription factor Nanog)(Early embryo specific expression NK-type homeobox protein)(ES cell-associated protein 4) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q80Z64]

4.68e-26 POU5F1 1417945_at POU domain, class 5, transcription factor 1 (Octamer-binding transcription factor 3)(Oct-3)(Oct-4)(NF-A3) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P20263]
6.29e-25 ZFP42 1418362_at Zinc finger protein 42 (Zfp-42)(Reduced expression protein 1)(REX-1)(mREX-1) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P22227]
2.23e-24 N/A 1457314_at N/A
2.88e-24 DPPA2 1453223_s_at Developmental pluripotency-associated protein 2 (Pluripotent embryonic stem cell-related gene 1 protein) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9CWH0]
2.04e-22 RP24-335A2.3 1416552_at Developmental pluripotency-associated protein 5A (mDppa5)(ES cell-associated transcript 2 protein)(Embryonal stem cell-specific gene 1 protein)(Esg-1)(Protein pH 34) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9CQS7]
1.88e-21 ZIC3 1423424_at Zinc finger protein ZIC 3 (Zinc finger protein of the cerebellum 3) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q62521]
8.57e-21 SOX2 1416967_at Transcription factor SOX-2 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P48432]
2.02e-20 DPPA4 1429597_at Developmental pluripotency-associated protein 4 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q8CCG4]
3.55e-20 RP23-353B17.1 1449064_at L-threonine 3-dehydrogenase, mitochondrial Precursor (EC 1.1.1.103) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q8K3F7]
4.43e-19 EG435970 1443892_at hypothetical protein LOC435970 [Source:RefSeq peptide;Acc:NP_001030065]
9.43e-19 N/A 1454904_at N/A
1.54e-18 DPPA3 1424295_at Developmental pluripotency-associated protein 3 (Compaction-associated protein 1)(Primordial germ cell protein 7) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q8QZY3]
1.62e-18 N/A 1434280_at N/A
2.17e-18 DPPA2 1429654_at Developmental pluripotency-associated protein 2 (Pluripotent embryonic stem cell-related gene 1 protein) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9CWH0]
1.03e-17 GDF3 1449288_at Growth/differentiation factor 3 Precursor (GDF-3)(VG-1-related protein 2) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q07104]
1.54e-17 MORC1 1419418_a_at MORC family CW-type zinc finger protein 1 (Protein microrchidia) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9WVL5]
2.83e-17 N/A 1434279_at N/A
3.61e-17 RP23-285N14.6 1438237_at reduced expression 2 [Source:RefSeq peptide;Acc:NP_033077]
3.92e-17 ZIC3 1438737_at Zinc finger protein ZIC 3 (Zinc finger protein of the cerebellum 3) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q62521]
4.22e-17 UTF1 1416899_at Undifferentiated embryonic cell transcription factor 1 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q6J1H4]
6.22e-17 TCFAP2C 1436392_s_at Transcription factor AP-2 gamma (AP2-gamma)(Activating enhancer-binding protein 2 gamma)(AP-2.2) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q61312]

7e-17 SALL1 1437983_at Sal-like protein 1 (Zinc finger protein Spalt-3)(Sal-3)(MSal-3) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9ER74]
1.29e-16 PRDM14 1444390_at PR domain containing 14 [Source:RefSeq peptide;Acc:NP_001074678]
1.58e-16 TDGF1 1450989_at Teratocarcinoma-derived growth factor Precursor (Epidermal growth factor-like Cripto protein)(Cripto growth factor) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P51865]
2.8e-16 SLC7A3 1417022_at Cationic amino acid transporter 3 (CAT-3)(Cationic amino acid transporter y+)(Solute carrier family 7 member 3) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P70423]
4.56e-16 FBXO15 1427238_at F-box only protein 15 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9QZN0]
5.07e-16 N/A 1444292_at N/A
1.38e-15 ZSCAN10 1438787_at zinc finger and SCAN domains 10 [Source:RefSeq peptide;Acc:NP_001028597]
1.74e-15 TRIM6 1424448_at Tripartite motif-containing protein 6 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q8BGE7]
2.66e-15 LIPH 1457026_at Lipase member H Precursor (EC 3.1.1.-) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q8CIV3]
3.46e-15 RNF17 1438820_at RING finger protein 17 (Mad member-interacting protein 2)(Mmip-2) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q99MV7]
6.97e-15 ERAS 1456511_x_at GTPase ERas Precursor (E-Ras)(Embryonic stem cell-expressed Ras) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q7TN89]
7.85e-15 FGF4 1420085_at Fibroblast growth factor 4 Precursor (FGF-4)(Heparin-binding growth factor 4)(HBGF-4)(K-fibroblast growth factor) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P11403]
8.46e-15 NODAL 1422058_at Nodal Precursor [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P43021]
1.14e-14 PHF17 1426752_at Protein Jade-1 (PHD finger protein 17) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q6ZPI0]
1.22e-14 ESRRB 1436926_at Steroid hormone receptor ERR2 (Estrogen-related receptor, beta)(ERR-beta)(Estrogen receptor-like 2)(Nuclear receptor subfamily 3 group B member 2) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q61539]
1.56e-14 LRRC34 1429366_at Leucine-rich repeat-containing protein 34 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9DAM1]
1.91e-14 N/A 1434278_at N/A
3.63e-14 DMRT1 1423582_at Doublesex- and mab-3-related transcription factor 1 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9QZ59]
3.74e-14 TCFAP2C 1418147_at Transcription factor AP-2 gamma (AP2-gamma)(Activating enhancer-binding protein 2 gamma)(AP-2.2) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q61312]
4.73e-14 TGIF1 1422286_a_at Homeobox protein TGIF1 (5'-TG-3'-interacting factor 1) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P70284]
5.11e-14 2410003J06RIK 1429701_at Melanoma-associated antigen B16 (MAGE-B16 antigen) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9CWV4]
8.18e-14 FGF4 1420086_x_at Fibroblast growth factor 4 Precursor (FGF-4)(Heparin-binding growth factor 4)(HBGF-4)(K-fibroblast growth factor) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P11403]
9.21e-14 DND1 1455367_at Dead end protein homolog 1 (RNA-binding motif, single-stranded-interacting protein 4) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q6VY05]
9.7e-14 N/A 1439065_x_at N/A
1.68e-13 ZMYM1 1428052_a_at zinc finger, MYM domain containing 1 [Source:RefSeq peptide;Acc:NP_080946]
2.32e-13 EG653016 1456242_at Embryonic stem cell-and germ cell-specific protein ESGP [Source:UniProtKB/TrEMBL;Acc:Q2Q5T5]
2.46e-13 DNMT3L 1425035_s_at DNA (cytosine-5)-methyltransferase 3-like [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9CWR8]
2.56e-13 TCL1 1422458_at T-cell leukemia/lymphoma protein 1A (Protein p14 TCL1)(Oncogene TCL1)(TCL-1) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P56280]
2.65e-13 N/A 1456140_at N/A
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Abstract

Accumulation of gene expression data in public domain has raised the opportunity to 
discover new facts by re-analyzing the existing experiments. Co-expression over many 
gene expression datasets has been proven useful in many areas of molecular biology and 
bioinformatics, such as network reconstruction and gene function prediction. However, the 
tools for this are lacking. Here, we present MEM, a web-based resource for finding co-
expressed genes over large collections of public microarray experiments. 

The search goes over hundreds of gene expression datasets from ArrayExpress covering 
wide spectrum of biological conditions from stem cells to different diseases and cancer. 
The essence of MEM is a novel rank aggregation method that combines similarity 
searches across individual data sets into a global ordering by selecting automatically the 
appropriate experiments and assigning a combined p-value for the significance of the 
similarity across all data. For more specific queries we have various mechanisms for 
dataset selection. The output of MEM is highly interactive opening up several paths for 
further data analysis (such as Gene Ontology / Biopathway enrichment via g:Profiler 
toolset).

Data

From ArrayExpress database we have downloaded all AffyMetrix GeneChip® gene 
expression datasets with raw data available.

• Datasets are grouped by platform which makes features of different experiments 
easy to compare

• Most popular platforms have hundreds of different experiments with wide spectrum 
of conitions

 

Method

MEM relies 

Real examples

! Nanog

To emphasize some features of MEM, we looked how it retrieves 

known targets of Nanog. We took a list of target genes from article 

by Sharov et al. and observed how many of them are within top fifty 

of mem query.

! On figures 3a and 3b we depict the advantage of mem over 

single dataset query. The dots represent individual dataset queries 

and red line the result of mem with default parameters. By default 

mem uses only datasets where the query gene has standard 

deviation greater than 0.29 (Fig 3a). The threshold has been fine 

tuned analyzing gene ontology enrichment in random mem queries. 

Over the 68 datasets (StDev > 0.29) mem found 14 known targets of 

Nanog (shown as red line on Fig 3a). 
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Relevant ranks

 In some applications only the tops of the ranked lists are available, 
e.g lists of significantly changed genes, etc. Our algorithm can be 
applied also in this case, if
! we assign the maximal possible rank to all genes not present in 
the list. See illustration in the figure
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Combining evidence from ranked lists
Raivo Kolde *ac, Sven Laura, Priit Adler b, Jaak Vilo ac

a Institute of Computer Science, University of Tartu, 
b Estonian Biocentre,  c QureTec Inc
*rkolde@gmail.com

 Ranked gene lists naturally occur if 
! one does sequence or expression based similarity search,
! one compares expression levels between conditions,
! finding targets for TF-s or miRNAs,
! ...

 Given m preference lists di"erently ordered genes.
! We want to find genes appearing in the top of the lists most often.
! We can study the rank distribution for each of them, to find the 
most interesting genes
! We propose a way to score the distribution with a p-value, 
comparing it with the expected (uniform) distribution

In bioinformatics, it is often need to combine evidence from di"erent 
sources. Rank aggregation is a natural choice for this task, as ranked 
lists are common end results of di"erent analyses and database 
queries. In here we propose a rank aggregation algorithm, that is 
relatively insensitive to noise. This is especially important in biological 

setting, where data sources can be unreliable. Our method assigns  a 
p-value for each element, which shows whether the element shows up 
in the top of the lists more often than expected.

1. Introduction

Method 
We compute a score for each gene in three steps.
1. Sort the ranks of the gene.
2. For each successive rank, we calculate a biomial p-value. 
showing the probability of seeing at least so many small ranks.

3. As a final score we use the minima of these p-values.

Interpretation 
!The final score is not a p-value. However, if we multiply this score 
by the number of genes and lists, we can interpret it as a Bonferroni 
corrected p-value.
! The algorithm is robust against the outliers. The final score takes 
into account only the ranks that smaller than some threshold. 
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4. Potential Applications

2. Rank aggregation problem 3. P-value computation

5. Top-k lists

6. References

MEM (Adler et al) 
! Objective. Find co-expressed genes over multiple
datasets 
! Preference lists

- Similarity query results in individual dataset.
! Results

- Genes that are similar to query gene in many
        datasets.

Meta-analysis 
! Objective. Combine statistically significant gene lists from di"erent 
studies about the same phenomenon.  
! Preference lists

- Statistically significant genes, from multiple comparisons like 
cancer vs control. (The lists are incomplete, see Box 5)

! Results
-Robust set of genes that have supporting evidence from multiple 
experiments 

Network reconstruction 
! Objective. Using multiple data sources predict gene-gene 
interactions. See example of such analysis in Aerts et al. 
! Preference lists

- Queries from di"erent databases, lists from literature and gene 
expression analysis.

! Results

-Predictions of gene-gene interactions.

Aerts et al. Gene prioritization through genomic data fusion. Nat 
Biotechnol (2006)
Adler et al. Multi Experiment Matrix - Webtool for finding co-
expressed genes over hundreds of datasets, ISMB poster 2009 (N22)

BIIT Group Tools :      g:Profiler | KEGGanim | GraphWeb | VisHiC | MEM | URLMap

| Help | Intro |
MEM - Multi Experiment Matrix

Enter gene ID(s) nanog  (for example: Jun, 203325_s_at, ENSG00000204531, ...) [?]

1 NANOG 1.1  1429388_AT (NANOG) Homeobox protein NANOG (Homeobox transcription factor Nanog)(Early embryo specific expression NK-type homeobox protein)(ES cell-associated protein 4)

Select collection A!ymetrix GeneChip® Mouse Genome 430 2.0 [Mouse430_2] (487 datasets)  [?]  Mouse

Submit query

Options:  Similarity   Output   Gene filters   Dataset filters  X

Distance measure : pearson - Pearson correlation distance  [?]

Rank aggregation method : Use betaMEM method to get p-value for selected ranks  [?]

Set score threshold : inf  [?]

By default MEM displays most similar genes to QUERY, to invert this action check:  (and most distant genes will be

shown). [?]

[?] | GO annotations | ExpressView | URLMap link | Static URL | Query details |Results

Handpicked datasets :  :  :  :  : reset all | 419 datasets excluded by filters

Dataset list (in query) [68 ds]
E-GEOD-6078 PTEN-deficient intestinal stem cells initiate intestinal polyposis [AE]
E-GEOD-4786 Caloric restriction suppresses apoptotic cell death in the mammalian cochlea and leads to prevention of presbycusis [AE]
E-GEOD-7275 Evaluation of murine mast cells derived exosomal RNA versus their parental cells MC/9. [AE]
E-GEOD-10765 Expression data from MALP-2-stimulated macrophages from wild-type, IRAK-2-/- and IRAK-1-/IRAK-2-/- mice [AE]
E-GEOD-10214 Expression data from memory P14 transgenic T cells [AE]
E-GEOD-10343 Murine Acute Lung Injury [AE]
E-GEOD-11056 Expression data from mouse lung [AE]
E-GEOD-13443 Induction of systemic disease-specific salivary biomarker profiles in mouse cancer models [AE]
E-MEXP-454 Nef Gene expression during sex determination [AE]
E-GEOD-9443 Gene expression in brain Homer1a-expressing cells after sleep deprivation [AE]
E-GEOD-5298 Development of heart valves requires Gata4 expression in endothelial-derived cells [AE]
E-GEOD-13306 Retinoic Acid Enhances Foxp3 Induction Indirectly by Relieving Inhibition from CD4(+)CD44(hi) Cells. [AE]
E-GEOD-10216 Emx2 knock-out urogenital epithelium [AE]
E-GEOD-10912 Gene expression profiling in BCR/ABL expressing HSCs [AE]
E-MEXP-1137 CCSP-Stat3C Gene Array [AE]
E-GEOD-11165 Genes regulated by GATA6 in the lung [AE]
E-MEXP-1511 Mef2c is required for B cell proliferation and survival following antigen-receptor stimulation [AE]
E-GEOD-5338 In vivo function of NR2E3 in establishing photoreceptor identity during mammalian retinal development [AE]
E-GEOD-4051 Targeting of GFP to new-born rods by Nrl promoter and temporal expression profiling of flow-sorted photoreceptors [AE]
E-GEOD-7767 Differential transcription of ip Chlamydia infected C57BL6J and DBA2J mice [AE]
E-GEOD-9812 Molecular heterogeneity of developing retinal ganglion and amacrine cells [AE]
E-GEOD-13104 p53+/- mouse osteosarcoma RNA array (with mc3T3 and one RS control) [AE]
E-GEOD-5245 Profiling of CD4+ T cells responding to transient or persistent antigen presented by dendritic cells in vivo [AE]
E-GEOD-9044 HOXB4 target genes in ES cell-derived embryoid bodies (EBs) [AE]
E-GEOD-3554 Microarray Analysis of Retinal Gene Expression in the DBA/2J Model of Glaucoma [AE]
E-GEOD-1435 Microarray Based Comparison of two Amplification Methods For Nanogram Amounts of Total RNA [AE]
E-GEOD-11343 Rosiglitazone Treatment Reduces Diabetic Neuropathy in STZ treated DBA/2J mice [AE]
E-GEOD-7309 Requirement for ERK MAP kinase in mouse preimplantation development [AE]
E-GEOD-3653 Inducible Ngn3 Embryonic Stem Cells [AE]
E-GEOD-8128 E14 ES cells and Embryoid bodies [AE]
E-GEOD-9954 Large-scale analysis of the mouse transcriptome [AE]
E-GEOD-10246 GNF Mouse GeneAtlas V3 [AE]
E-MEXP-1518 Murphy Tissue Panel [AE]
E-GEOD-6689 Expression data during stem cell differentiation [AE]
E-GEOD-8024 Murine ES cells, neural precursor cells and embryonic fibroblasts [AE]
E-TABM-363 Differential specification of mesoderm during ES cell differentiation [AE]
E-GEOD-7069 Zfx controls the self-renewal of embryonic and hematopoietic stem cells [AE]
E-GEOD-10871 Differentiated, partially- and fully-reprogrammed MEFs/B-cells [AE]
E-GEOD-6933 Unique Molecular Signature of Multipotent Adult Progenitor Cells (Affy) [AE]
E-MEXP-1375 microRNA-10a binds the 5 prime UTR of ribosomal protein mRNAs and enhances their translation [AE]

[!]

E-GEOD-10806 Mouse iPS cells from neural stem cells by 2 factors (Oct4, KLF4) (Kim, Zaehres et al.) [AE]
E-GEOD-9563 Translation state array analysis of Mouse embryonic stem cells and embryoid bodies [AE]
E-GEOD-10210 Gene expression analysis of embryonic stem cells expressing VE-cadherin (CD144) during endothelial differentiation [AE]
E-GEOD-5671 Cardiac differentiation of embryonic stem cells recapitulates embryonic cardiac development. [AE]
E-GEOD-4936 Transcriptional Profiling of Hh-Treated Embryoid Bodies [AE]
E-GEOD-5976 Mesp1-induced gene expression changes [AE]
E-GEOD-3463 Expression profiling of mouse gonadal somatic cells [AE]
E-GEOD-4308 Expression data for validation of single cell cDNA amplification method (V1V3 method) [AE]
E-GEOD-11128 Expression data from single cells from mouse primordial germ cell lineage (E6.25-E8.25, wild type and Blimp1KO) [AE]
E-GEOD-6882 Embryonic Ovary Developmental Time Course [AE]
E-GEOD-9629 Comparison of normal and beta catenin deficient kidney gene expression profiles at E12.5 [AE]
E-GEOD-6881 Embryonic Testis Developmental Time Course [AE]
E-GEOD-9760 Embryonic stem cells with expanded CAG repeats (lorin-affy-mouse-501743) [AE]
E-GEOD-4307 Expression data from single cells from ICMs of mouse blastocysts at E3.5 [AE]
E-TABM-411 FlowResponse_W06 [AE]
E-GEOD-11358 Histones associated with downregulated genes are hypo-acetylated in HuntingtonÃ¢Â!Â™s disease models [AE]
E-GEOD-11161 Gene expression profiles of neonatal bladder samples. (GUDMAP Series_id: 19) [AE]
E-GEOD-9247 Effect of histone deacetylase inhibitors on osteoblast gene expression [AE]
E-GEOD-13421 CBA/CaJ mouse cochlea gene expression profile [AE]
E-GEOD-7225 Identification and characterization of the changed transcripts in cumulus cells of Bmp15-/- and Bmp15-/-Gdf9+/--DM mice. [AE]
E-GEOD-11040 Shared gene expression profiles in developmental heart valve remodeling and osteoblast progenitor cells [AE]
E-GEOD-12694 Cooperative actions of p53 and Pten in normal and neoplastic progenitor cell renewal and differentiation [AE]
E-GEOD-8828 Isolation and molecular characterization of cancer stem cells in MMTVWnt-1 murine breast tumors [AE]
E-GEOD-6789 response to IL-1b of WT and IRAK4 kinase dead mouse embryonic fibroblasts [AE]
E-GEOD-6398 Comparison between gene expression in heart from Lmna H222P homozygous and control mice [AE]
E-MIMR-42 EXP_EKMP_0504_01 [AE]
E-GEOD-13235 Gene expression profile of mouse embryonic stem cells (D3-pOCT-mESC) grown in low concentrations of nitric oxide [AE]
E-GEOD-7528 Gene expression of Wt vs CYP26A1-/- murine ES cells treated with control or 100 nM RA for 8 or 72 hr. [AE]

Dataset list (filtered out) [419 ds] [+]

Gene list [QUERY + 50 genes]

#Score #Gene name #probeset id #Gene description
#QUERY NANOG 1429388_AT Homeobox protein NANOG (Homeobox transcription factor Nanog)(Early embryo specific expression NK-type homeobox protein)(ES cell-associated protein 4) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q80Z64]

4.68e-26 POU5F1 1417945_at POU domain, class 5, transcription factor 1 (Octamer-binding transcription factor 3)(Oct-3)(Oct-4)(NF-A3) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P20263]
6.29e-25 ZFP42 1418362_at Zinc finger protein 42 (Zfp-42)(Reduced expression protein 1)(REX-1)(mREX-1) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P22227]
2.23e-24 N/A 1457314_at N/A
2.88e-24 DPPA2 1453223_s_at Developmental pluripotency-associated protein 2 (Pluripotent embryonic stem cell-related gene 1 protein) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9CWH0]
2.04e-22 RP24-335A2.3 1416552_at Developmental pluripotency-associated protein 5A (mDppa5)(ES cell-associated transcript 2 protein)(Embryonal stem cell-specific gene 1 protein)(Esg-1)(Protein pH 34) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9CQS7]
1.88e-21 ZIC3 1423424_at Zinc finger protein ZIC 3 (Zinc finger protein of the cerebellum 3) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q62521]
8.57e-21 SOX2 1416967_at Transcription factor SOX-2 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P48432]
2.02e-20 DPPA4 1429597_at Developmental pluripotency-associated protein 4 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q8CCG4]
3.55e-20 RP23-353B17.1 1449064_at L-threonine 3-dehydrogenase, mitochondrial Precursor (EC 1.1.1.103) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q8K3F7]
4.43e-19 EG435970 1443892_at hypothetical protein LOC435970 [Source:RefSeq peptide;Acc:NP_001030065]
9.43e-19 N/A 1454904_at N/A
1.54e-18 DPPA3 1424295_at Developmental pluripotency-associated protein 3 (Compaction-associated protein 1)(Primordial germ cell protein 7) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q8QZY3]
1.62e-18 N/A 1434280_at N/A
2.17e-18 DPPA2 1429654_at Developmental pluripotency-associated protein 2 (Pluripotent embryonic stem cell-related gene 1 protein) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9CWH0]
1.03e-17 GDF3 1449288_at Growth/differentiation factor 3 Precursor (GDF-3)(VG-1-related protein 2) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q07104]
1.54e-17 MORC1 1419418_a_at MORC family CW-type zinc finger protein 1 (Protein microrchidia) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9WVL5]
2.83e-17 N/A 1434279_at N/A
3.61e-17 RP23-285N14.6 1438237_at reduced expression 2 [Source:RefSeq peptide;Acc:NP_033077]
3.92e-17 ZIC3 1438737_at Zinc finger protein ZIC 3 (Zinc finger protein of the cerebellum 3) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q62521]
4.22e-17 UTF1 1416899_at Undifferentiated embryonic cell transcription factor 1 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q6J1H4]
6.22e-17 TCFAP2C 1436392_s_at Transcription factor AP-2 gamma (AP2-gamma)(Activating enhancer-binding protein 2 gamma)(AP-2.2) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q61312]

7e-17 SALL1 1437983_at Sal-like protein 1 (Zinc finger protein Spalt-3)(Sal-3)(MSal-3) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9ER74]
1.29e-16 PRDM14 1444390_at PR domain containing 14 [Source:RefSeq peptide;Acc:NP_001074678]
1.58e-16 TDGF1 1450989_at Teratocarcinoma-derived growth factor Precursor (Epidermal growth factor-like Cripto protein)(Cripto growth factor) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P51865]
2.8e-16 SLC7A3 1417022_at Cationic amino acid transporter 3 (CAT-3)(Cationic amino acid transporter y+)(Solute carrier family 7 member 3) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P70423]
4.56e-16 FBXO15 1427238_at F-box only protein 15 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9QZN0]
5.07e-16 N/A 1444292_at N/A
1.38e-15 ZSCAN10 1438787_at zinc finger and SCAN domains 10 [Source:RefSeq peptide;Acc:NP_001028597]
1.74e-15 TRIM6 1424448_at Tripartite motif-containing protein 6 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q8BGE7]
2.66e-15 LIPH 1457026_at Lipase member H Precursor (EC 3.1.1.-) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q8CIV3]
3.46e-15 RNF17 1438820_at RING finger protein 17 (Mad member-interacting protein 2)(Mmip-2) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q99MV7]
6.97e-15 ERAS 1456511_x_at GTPase ERas Precursor (E-Ras)(Embryonic stem cell-expressed Ras) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q7TN89]
7.85e-15 FGF4 1420085_at Fibroblast growth factor 4 Precursor (FGF-4)(Heparin-binding growth factor 4)(HBGF-4)(K-fibroblast growth factor) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P11403]
8.46e-15 NODAL 1422058_at Nodal Precursor [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P43021]
1.14e-14 PHF17 1426752_at Protein Jade-1 (PHD finger protein 17) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q6ZPI0]
1.22e-14 ESRRB 1436926_at Steroid hormone receptor ERR2 (Estrogen-related receptor, beta)(ERR-beta)(Estrogen receptor-like 2)(Nuclear receptor subfamily 3 group B member 2) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q61539]
1.56e-14 LRRC34 1429366_at Leucine-rich repeat-containing protein 34 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9DAM1]
1.91e-14 N/A 1434278_at N/A
3.63e-14 DMRT1 1423582_at Doublesex- and mab-3-related transcription factor 1 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9QZ59]
3.74e-14 TCFAP2C 1418147_at Transcription factor AP-2 gamma (AP2-gamma)(Activating enhancer-binding protein 2 gamma)(AP-2.2) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q61312]
4.73e-14 TGIF1 1422286_a_at Homeobox protein TGIF1 (5'-TG-3'-interacting factor 1) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P70284]
5.11e-14 2410003J06RIK 1429701_at Melanoma-associated antigen B16 (MAGE-B16 antigen) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9CWV4]
8.18e-14 FGF4 1420086_x_at Fibroblast growth factor 4 Precursor (FGF-4)(Heparin-binding growth factor 4)(HBGF-4)(K-fibroblast growth factor) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P11403]
9.21e-14 DND1 1455367_at Dead end protein homolog 1 (RNA-binding motif, single-stranded-interacting protein 4) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q6VY05]
9.7e-14 N/A 1439065_x_at N/A
1.68e-13 ZMYM1 1428052_a_at zinc finger, MYM domain containing 1 [Source:RefSeq peptide;Acc:NP_080946]
2.32e-13 EG653016 1456242_at Embryonic stem cell-and germ cell-specific protein ESGP [Source:UniProtKB/TrEMBL;Acc:Q2Q5T5]
2.46e-13 DNMT3L 1425035_s_at DNA (cytosine-5)-methyltransferase 3-like [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9CWR8]
2.56e-13 TCL1 1422458_at T-cell leukemia/lymphoma protein 1A (Protein p14 TCL1)(Oncogene TCL1)(TCL-1) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P56280]
2.65e-13 N/A 1456140_at N/A
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Abstract

Accumulation of gene expression data in public domain has raised the opportunity to 
discover new facts by re-analyzing the existing experiments. Co-expression over many 
gene expression datasets has been proven useful in many areas of molecular biology and 
bioinformatics, such as network reconstruction and gene function prediction. However, the 
tools for this are lacking. Here, we present MEM, a web-based resource for finding co-
expressed genes over large collections of public microarray experiments. 

The search goes over hundreds of gene expression datasets from ArrayExpress covering 
wide spectrum of biological conditions from stem cells to different diseases and cancer. 
The essence of MEM is a novel rank aggregation method that combines similarity 
searches across individual data sets into a global ordering by selecting automatically the 
appropriate experiments and assigning a combined p-value for the significance of the 
similarity across all data. For more specific queries we have various mechanisms for 
dataset selection. The output of MEM is highly interactive opening up several paths for 
further data analysis (such as Gene Ontology / Biopathway enrichment via g:Profiler 
toolset).

Data

From ArrayExpress database we have downloaded all AffyMetrix GeneChip® gene 
expression datasets with raw data available.

• Datasets are grouped by platform which makes features of different experiments 
easy to compare

• Most popular platforms have hundreds of different experiments with wide spectrum 
of conitions

 

Method

MEM relies 

Real examples

! Nanog

To emphasize some features of MEM, we looked how it retrieves 

known targets of Nanog. We took a list of target genes from article 

by Sharov et al. and observed how many of them are within top fifty 

of mem query.

! On figures 3a and 3b we depict the advantage of mem over 

single dataset query. The dots represent individual dataset queries 

and red line the result of mem with default parameters. By default 

mem uses only datasets where the query gene has standard 

deviation greater than 0.29 (Fig 3a). The threshold has been fine 

tuned analyzing gene ontology enrichment in random mem queries. 

Over the 68 datasets (StDev > 0.29) mem found 14 known targets of 

Nanog (shown as red line on Fig 3a). 
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 In some applications only the tops of the ranked lists are available, 
e.g lists of significantly changed genes, etc. Our algorithm can be 
applied also in this case, if
! we assign the maximal possible rank to all genes not present in 
the list. See illustration in the figure
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Combining evidence from ranked lists
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 Ranked gene lists naturally occur if 
! one does sequence or expression based similarity search,
! one compares expression levels between conditions,
! finding targets for TF-s or miRNAs,
! ...

 Given m preference lists di"erently ordered genes.
! We want to find genes appearing in the top of the lists most often.
! We can study the rank distribution for each of them, to find the 
most interesting genes
! We propose a way to score the distribution with a p-value, 
comparing it with the expected (uniform) distribution

In bioinformatics, it is often need to combine evidence from di"erent 
sources. Rank aggregation is a natural choice for this task, as ranked 
lists are common end results of di"erent analyses and database 
queries. In here we propose a rank aggregation algorithm, that is 
relatively insensitive to noise. This is especially important in biological 

setting, where data sources can be unreliable. Our method assigns  a 
p-value for each element, which shows whether the element shows up 
in the top of the lists more often than expected.

1. Introduction

Method 
We compute a score for each gene in three steps.
1. Sort the ranks of the gene.
2. For each successive rank, we calculate a biomial p-value. 
showing the probability of seeing at least so many small ranks.

3. As a final score we use the minima of these p-values.

Interpretation 
!The final score is not a p-value. However, if we multiply this score 
by the number of genes and lists, we can interpret it as a Bonferroni 
corrected p-value.
! The algorithm is robust against the outliers. The final score takes 
into account only the ranks that smaller than some threshold. 
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4. Potential Applications

2. Rank aggregation problem 3. P-value computation

5. Top-k lists

6. References

MEM (Adler et al) 
! Objective. Find co-expressed genes over multiple
datasets 
! Preference lists

- Similarity query results in individual dataset.
! Results

- Genes that are similar to query gene in many
        datasets.

Meta-analysis 
! Objective. Combine statistically significant gene lists from di"erent 
studies about the same phenomenon.  
! Preference lists

- Statistically significant genes, from multiple comparisons like 
cancer vs control. (The lists are incomplete, see Box 5)

! Results
-Robust set of genes that have supporting evidence from multiple 
experiments 

Network reconstruction 
! Objective. Using multiple data sources predict gene-gene 
interactions. See example of such analysis in Aerts et al. 
! Preference lists

- Queries from di"erent databases, lists from literature and gene 
expression analysis.

! Results

-Predictions of gene-gene interactions.

Aerts et al. Gene prioritization through genomic data fusion. Nat 
Biotechnol (2006)
Adler et al. Multi Experiment Matrix - Webtool for finding co-
expressed genes over hundreds of datasets, ISMB poster 2009 (N22)

BIIT Group Tools :      g:Profiler | KEGGanim | GraphWeb | VisHiC | MEM | URLMap

| Help | Intro |
MEM - Multi Experiment Matrix

Enter gene ID(s) nanog  (for example: Jun, 203325_s_at, ENSG00000204531, ...) [?]

1 NANOG 1.1  1429388_AT (NANOG) Homeobox protein NANOG (Homeobox transcription factor Nanog)(Early embryo specific expression NK-type homeobox protein)(ES cell-associated protein 4)

Select collection A!ymetrix GeneChip® Mouse Genome 430 2.0 [Mouse430_2] (487 datasets)  [?]  Mouse

Submit query

Options:  Similarity   Output   Gene filters   Dataset filters  X

Distance measure : pearson - Pearson correlation distance  [?]

Rank aggregation method : Use betaMEM method to get p-value for selected ranks  [?]

Set score threshold : inf  [?]

By default MEM displays most similar genes to QUERY, to invert this action check:  (and most distant genes will be

shown). [?]

[?] | GO annotations | ExpressView | URLMap link | Static URL | Query details |Results

Handpicked datasets :  :  :  :  : reset all | 419 datasets excluded by filters

Dataset list (in query) [68 ds]
E-GEOD-6078 PTEN-deficient intestinal stem cells initiate intestinal polyposis [AE]
E-GEOD-4786 Caloric restriction suppresses apoptotic cell death in the mammalian cochlea and leads to prevention of presbycusis [AE]
E-GEOD-7275 Evaluation of murine mast cells derived exosomal RNA versus their parental cells MC/9. [AE]
E-GEOD-10765 Expression data from MALP-2-stimulated macrophages from wild-type, IRAK-2-/- and IRAK-1-/IRAK-2-/- mice [AE]
E-GEOD-10214 Expression data from memory P14 transgenic T cells [AE]
E-GEOD-10343 Murine Acute Lung Injury [AE]
E-GEOD-11056 Expression data from mouse lung [AE]
E-GEOD-13443 Induction of systemic disease-specific salivary biomarker profiles in mouse cancer models [AE]
E-MEXP-454 Nef Gene expression during sex determination [AE]
E-GEOD-9443 Gene expression in brain Homer1a-expressing cells after sleep deprivation [AE]
E-GEOD-5298 Development of heart valves requires Gata4 expression in endothelial-derived cells [AE]
E-GEOD-13306 Retinoic Acid Enhances Foxp3 Induction Indirectly by Relieving Inhibition from CD4(+)CD44(hi) Cells. [AE]
E-GEOD-10216 Emx2 knock-out urogenital epithelium [AE]
E-GEOD-10912 Gene expression profiling in BCR/ABL expressing HSCs [AE]
E-MEXP-1137 CCSP-Stat3C Gene Array [AE]
E-GEOD-11165 Genes regulated by GATA6 in the lung [AE]
E-MEXP-1511 Mef2c is required for B cell proliferation and survival following antigen-receptor stimulation [AE]
E-GEOD-5338 In vivo function of NR2E3 in establishing photoreceptor identity during mammalian retinal development [AE]
E-GEOD-4051 Targeting of GFP to new-born rods by Nrl promoter and temporal expression profiling of flow-sorted photoreceptors [AE]
E-GEOD-7767 Differential transcription of ip Chlamydia infected C57BL6J and DBA2J mice [AE]
E-GEOD-9812 Molecular heterogeneity of developing retinal ganglion and amacrine cells [AE]
E-GEOD-13104 p53+/- mouse osteosarcoma RNA array (with mc3T3 and one RS control) [AE]
E-GEOD-5245 Profiling of CD4+ T cells responding to transient or persistent antigen presented by dendritic cells in vivo [AE]
E-GEOD-9044 HOXB4 target genes in ES cell-derived embryoid bodies (EBs) [AE]
E-GEOD-3554 Microarray Analysis of Retinal Gene Expression in the DBA/2J Model of Glaucoma [AE]
E-GEOD-1435 Microarray Based Comparison of two Amplification Methods For Nanogram Amounts of Total RNA [AE]
E-GEOD-11343 Rosiglitazone Treatment Reduces Diabetic Neuropathy in STZ treated DBA/2J mice [AE]
E-GEOD-7309 Requirement for ERK MAP kinase in mouse preimplantation development [AE]
E-GEOD-3653 Inducible Ngn3 Embryonic Stem Cells [AE]
E-GEOD-8128 E14 ES cells and Embryoid bodies [AE]
E-GEOD-9954 Large-scale analysis of the mouse transcriptome [AE]
E-GEOD-10246 GNF Mouse GeneAtlas V3 [AE]
E-MEXP-1518 Murphy Tissue Panel [AE]
E-GEOD-6689 Expression data during stem cell differentiation [AE]
E-GEOD-8024 Murine ES cells, neural precursor cells and embryonic fibroblasts [AE]
E-TABM-363 Differential specification of mesoderm during ES cell differentiation [AE]
E-GEOD-7069 Zfx controls the self-renewal of embryonic and hematopoietic stem cells [AE]
E-GEOD-10871 Differentiated, partially- and fully-reprogrammed MEFs/B-cells [AE]
E-GEOD-6933 Unique Molecular Signature of Multipotent Adult Progenitor Cells (Affy) [AE]
E-MEXP-1375 microRNA-10a binds the 5 prime UTR of ribosomal protein mRNAs and enhances their translation [AE]

[!]

E-GEOD-10806 Mouse iPS cells from neural stem cells by 2 factors (Oct4, KLF4) (Kim, Zaehres et al.) [AE]
E-GEOD-9563 Translation state array analysis of Mouse embryonic stem cells and embryoid bodies [AE]
E-GEOD-10210 Gene expression analysis of embryonic stem cells expressing VE-cadherin (CD144) during endothelial differentiation [AE]
E-GEOD-5671 Cardiac differentiation of embryonic stem cells recapitulates embryonic cardiac development. [AE]
E-GEOD-4936 Transcriptional Profiling of Hh-Treated Embryoid Bodies [AE]
E-GEOD-5976 Mesp1-induced gene expression changes [AE]
E-GEOD-3463 Expression profiling of mouse gonadal somatic cells [AE]
E-GEOD-4308 Expression data for validation of single cell cDNA amplification method (V1V3 method) [AE]
E-GEOD-11128 Expression data from single cells from mouse primordial germ cell lineage (E6.25-E8.25, wild type and Blimp1KO) [AE]
E-GEOD-6882 Embryonic Ovary Developmental Time Course [AE]
E-GEOD-9629 Comparison of normal and beta catenin deficient kidney gene expression profiles at E12.5 [AE]
E-GEOD-6881 Embryonic Testis Developmental Time Course [AE]
E-GEOD-9760 Embryonic stem cells with expanded CAG repeats (lorin-affy-mouse-501743) [AE]
E-GEOD-4307 Expression data from single cells from ICMs of mouse blastocysts at E3.5 [AE]
E-TABM-411 FlowResponse_W06 [AE]
E-GEOD-11358 Histones associated with downregulated genes are hypo-acetylated in HuntingtonÃ¢Â!Â™s disease models [AE]
E-GEOD-11161 Gene expression profiles of neonatal bladder samples. (GUDMAP Series_id: 19) [AE]
E-GEOD-9247 Effect of histone deacetylase inhibitors on osteoblast gene expression [AE]
E-GEOD-13421 CBA/CaJ mouse cochlea gene expression profile [AE]
E-GEOD-7225 Identification and characterization of the changed transcripts in cumulus cells of Bmp15-/- and Bmp15-/-Gdf9+/--DM mice. [AE]
E-GEOD-11040 Shared gene expression profiles in developmental heart valve remodeling and osteoblast progenitor cells [AE]
E-GEOD-12694 Cooperative actions of p53 and Pten in normal and neoplastic progenitor cell renewal and differentiation [AE]
E-GEOD-8828 Isolation and molecular characterization of cancer stem cells in MMTVWnt-1 murine breast tumors [AE]
E-GEOD-6789 response to IL-1b of WT and IRAK4 kinase dead mouse embryonic fibroblasts [AE]
E-GEOD-6398 Comparison between gene expression in heart from Lmna H222P homozygous and control mice [AE]
E-MIMR-42 EXP_EKMP_0504_01 [AE]
E-GEOD-13235 Gene expression profile of mouse embryonic stem cells (D3-pOCT-mESC) grown in low concentrations of nitric oxide [AE]
E-GEOD-7528 Gene expression of Wt vs CYP26A1-/- murine ES cells treated with control or 100 nM RA for 8 or 72 hr. [AE]

Dataset list (filtered out) [419 ds] [+]

Gene list [QUERY + 50 genes]

#Score #Gene name #probeset id #Gene description
#QUERY NANOG 1429388_AT Homeobox protein NANOG (Homeobox transcription factor Nanog)(Early embryo specific expression NK-type homeobox protein)(ES cell-associated protein 4) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q80Z64]

4.68e-26 POU5F1 1417945_at POU domain, class 5, transcription factor 1 (Octamer-binding transcription factor 3)(Oct-3)(Oct-4)(NF-A3) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P20263]
6.29e-25 ZFP42 1418362_at Zinc finger protein 42 (Zfp-42)(Reduced expression protein 1)(REX-1)(mREX-1) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P22227]
2.23e-24 N/A 1457314_at N/A
2.88e-24 DPPA2 1453223_s_at Developmental pluripotency-associated protein 2 (Pluripotent embryonic stem cell-related gene 1 protein) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9CWH0]
2.04e-22 RP24-335A2.3 1416552_at Developmental pluripotency-associated protein 5A (mDppa5)(ES cell-associated transcript 2 protein)(Embryonal stem cell-specific gene 1 protein)(Esg-1)(Protein pH 34) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9CQS7]
1.88e-21 ZIC3 1423424_at Zinc finger protein ZIC 3 (Zinc finger protein of the cerebellum 3) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q62521]
8.57e-21 SOX2 1416967_at Transcription factor SOX-2 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P48432]
2.02e-20 DPPA4 1429597_at Developmental pluripotency-associated protein 4 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q8CCG4]
3.55e-20 RP23-353B17.1 1449064_at L-threonine 3-dehydrogenase, mitochondrial Precursor (EC 1.1.1.103) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q8K3F7]
4.43e-19 EG435970 1443892_at hypothetical protein LOC435970 [Source:RefSeq peptide;Acc:NP_001030065]
9.43e-19 N/A 1454904_at N/A
1.54e-18 DPPA3 1424295_at Developmental pluripotency-associated protein 3 (Compaction-associated protein 1)(Primordial germ cell protein 7) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q8QZY3]
1.62e-18 N/A 1434280_at N/A
2.17e-18 DPPA2 1429654_at Developmental pluripotency-associated protein 2 (Pluripotent embryonic stem cell-related gene 1 protein) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9CWH0]
1.03e-17 GDF3 1449288_at Growth/differentiation factor 3 Precursor (GDF-3)(VG-1-related protein 2) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q07104]
1.54e-17 MORC1 1419418_a_at MORC family CW-type zinc finger protein 1 (Protein microrchidia) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9WVL5]
2.83e-17 N/A 1434279_at N/A
3.61e-17 RP23-285N14.6 1438237_at reduced expression 2 [Source:RefSeq peptide;Acc:NP_033077]
3.92e-17 ZIC3 1438737_at Zinc finger protein ZIC 3 (Zinc finger protein of the cerebellum 3) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q62521]
4.22e-17 UTF1 1416899_at Undifferentiated embryonic cell transcription factor 1 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q6J1H4]
6.22e-17 TCFAP2C 1436392_s_at Transcription factor AP-2 gamma (AP2-gamma)(Activating enhancer-binding protein 2 gamma)(AP-2.2) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q61312]

7e-17 SALL1 1437983_at Sal-like protein 1 (Zinc finger protein Spalt-3)(Sal-3)(MSal-3) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9ER74]
1.29e-16 PRDM14 1444390_at PR domain containing 14 [Source:RefSeq peptide;Acc:NP_001074678]
1.58e-16 TDGF1 1450989_at Teratocarcinoma-derived growth factor Precursor (Epidermal growth factor-like Cripto protein)(Cripto growth factor) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P51865]
2.8e-16 SLC7A3 1417022_at Cationic amino acid transporter 3 (CAT-3)(Cationic amino acid transporter y+)(Solute carrier family 7 member 3) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P70423]
4.56e-16 FBXO15 1427238_at F-box only protein 15 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9QZN0]
5.07e-16 N/A 1444292_at N/A
1.38e-15 ZSCAN10 1438787_at zinc finger and SCAN domains 10 [Source:RefSeq peptide;Acc:NP_001028597]
1.74e-15 TRIM6 1424448_at Tripartite motif-containing protein 6 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q8BGE7]
2.66e-15 LIPH 1457026_at Lipase member H Precursor (EC 3.1.1.-) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q8CIV3]
3.46e-15 RNF17 1438820_at RING finger protein 17 (Mad member-interacting protein 2)(Mmip-2) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q99MV7]
6.97e-15 ERAS 1456511_x_at GTPase ERas Precursor (E-Ras)(Embryonic stem cell-expressed Ras) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q7TN89]
7.85e-15 FGF4 1420085_at Fibroblast growth factor 4 Precursor (FGF-4)(Heparin-binding growth factor 4)(HBGF-4)(K-fibroblast growth factor) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P11403]
8.46e-15 NODAL 1422058_at Nodal Precursor [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P43021]
1.14e-14 PHF17 1426752_at Protein Jade-1 (PHD finger protein 17) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q6ZPI0]
1.22e-14 ESRRB 1436926_at Steroid hormone receptor ERR2 (Estrogen-related receptor, beta)(ERR-beta)(Estrogen receptor-like 2)(Nuclear receptor subfamily 3 group B member 2) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q61539]
1.56e-14 LRRC34 1429366_at Leucine-rich repeat-containing protein 34 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9DAM1]
1.91e-14 N/A 1434278_at N/A
3.63e-14 DMRT1 1423582_at Doublesex- and mab-3-related transcription factor 1 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9QZ59]
3.74e-14 TCFAP2C 1418147_at Transcription factor AP-2 gamma (AP2-gamma)(Activating enhancer-binding protein 2 gamma)(AP-2.2) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q61312]
4.73e-14 TGIF1 1422286_a_at Homeobox protein TGIF1 (5'-TG-3'-interacting factor 1) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P70284]
5.11e-14 2410003J06RIK 1429701_at Melanoma-associated antigen B16 (MAGE-B16 antigen) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9CWV4]
8.18e-14 FGF4 1420086_x_at Fibroblast growth factor 4 Precursor (FGF-4)(Heparin-binding growth factor 4)(HBGF-4)(K-fibroblast growth factor) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P11403]
9.21e-14 DND1 1455367_at Dead end protein homolog 1 (RNA-binding motif, single-stranded-interacting protein 4) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q6VY05]
9.7e-14 N/A 1439065_x_at N/A
1.68e-13 ZMYM1 1428052_a_at zinc finger, MYM domain containing 1 [Source:RefSeq peptide;Acc:NP_080946]
2.32e-13 EG653016 1456242_at Embryonic stem cell-and germ cell-specific protein ESGP [Source:UniProtKB/TrEMBL;Acc:Q2Q5T5]
2.46e-13 DNMT3L 1425035_s_at DNA (cytosine-5)-methyltransferase 3-like [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9CWR8]
2.56e-13 TCL1 1422458_at T-cell leukemia/lymphoma protein 1A (Protein p14 TCL1)(Oncogene TCL1)(TCL-1) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P56280]
2.65e-13 N/A 1456140_at N/A
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Abstract

Accumulation of gene expression data in public domain has raised the opportunity to 
discover new facts by re-analyzing the existing experiments. Co-expression over many 
gene expression datasets has been proven useful in many areas of molecular biology and 
bioinformatics, such as network reconstruction and gene function prediction. However, the 
tools for this are lacking. Here, we present MEM, a web-based resource for finding co-
expressed genes over large collections of public microarray experiments. 

The search goes over hundreds of gene expression datasets from ArrayExpress covering 
wide spectrum of biological conditions from stem cells to different diseases and cancer. 
The essence of MEM is a novel rank aggregation method that combines similarity 
searches across individual data sets into a global ordering by selecting automatically the 
appropriate experiments and assigning a combined p-value for the significance of the 
similarity across all data. For more specific queries we have various mechanisms for 
dataset selection. The output of MEM is highly interactive opening up several paths for 
further data analysis (such as Gene Ontology / Biopathway enrichment via g:Profiler 
toolset).

Data

From ArrayExpress database we have downloaded all AffyMetrix GeneChip® gene 
expression datasets with raw data available.

• Datasets are grouped by platform which makes features of different experiments 
easy to compare

• Most popular platforms have hundreds of different experiments with wide spectrum 
of conitions

 

Method

MEM relies 

Real examples

! Nanog

To emphasize some features of MEM, we looked how it retrieves 

known targets of Nanog. We took a list of target genes from article 

by Sharov et al. and observed how many of them are within top fifty 

of mem query.

! On figures 3a and 3b we depict the advantage of mem over 

single dataset query. The dots represent individual dataset queries 

and red line the result of mem with default parameters. By default 

mem uses only datasets where the query gene has standard 

deviation greater than 0.29 (Fig 3a). The threshold has been fine 

tuned analyzing gene ontology enrichment in random mem queries. 

Over the 68 datasets (StDev > 0.29) mem found 14 known targets of 

Nanog (shown as red line on Fig 3a). 
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Figure 4.3: Distribution of ranks for three different genes.
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Finally, we just have to notice that if the ranks were random then they
would be uniformly distributed. Taking this into account, we can at each
rank calculate the probability for that gene to have so many that low or
lower ranks. This is illustrated on Figure 4.4. To get the final ranking,
we just have to find the minimal p-value for each gene and sort the genes
according to that value.

 In some applications only the tops of the ranked lists are available, 
e.g lists of significantly changed genes, etc. Our algorithm can be 
applied also in this case, if
! we assign the maximal possible rank to all genes not present in 
the list. See illustration in the figure

Headline

• Text 1

• Text 2

• Text 3

Combining evidence from ranked lists
Raivo Kolde *ac, Sven Laura, Priit Adler b, Jaak Vilo ac

a Institute of Computer Science, University of Tartu, 
b Estonian Biocentre,  c QureTec Inc
*rkolde@gmail.com

 Ranked gene lists naturally occur if 
! one does sequence or expression based similarity search,
! one compares expression levels between conditions,
! finding targets for TF-s or miRNAs,
! ...

 Given m preference lists di"erently ordered genes.
! We want to find genes appearing in the top of the lists most often.
! We can study the rank distribution for each of them, to find the 
most interesting genes
! We propose a way to score the distribution with a p-value, 
comparing it with the expected (uniform) distribution

In bioinformatics, it is often need to combine evidence from di"erent 
sources. Rank aggregation is a natural choice for this task, as ranked 
lists are common end results of di"erent analyses and database 
queries. In here we propose a rank aggregation algorithm, that is 
relatively insensitive to noise. This is especially important in biological 

setting, where data sources can be unreliable. Our method assigns  a 
p-value for each element, which shows whether the element shows up 
in the top of the lists more often than expected.

1. Introduction

Method 
We compute a score for each gene in three steps.
1. Sort the ranks of the gene.
2. For each successive rank, we calculate a biomial p-value. 
showing the probability of seeing at least so many small ranks.

3. As a final score we use the minima of these p-values.

Interpretation 
!The final score is not a p-value. However, if we multiply this score 
by the number of genes and lists, we can interpret it as a Bonferroni 
corrected p-value.
! The algorithm is robust against the outliers. The final score takes 
into account only the ranks that smaller than some threshold. 
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4. Potential Applications

2. Rank aggregation problem 3. P-value computation

5. Top-k lists

6. References

MEM (Adler et al) 
! Objective. Find co-expressed genes over multiple
datasets 
! Preference lists

- Similarity query results in individual dataset.
! Results

- Genes that are similar to query gene in many
        datasets.

Meta-analysis 
! Objective. Combine statistically significant gene lists from di"erent 
studies about the same phenomenon.  
! Preference lists

- Statistically significant genes, from multiple comparisons like 
cancer vs control. (The lists are incomplete, see Box 5)

! Results
-Robust set of genes that have supporting evidence from multiple 
experiments 

Network reconstruction 
! Objective. Using multiple data sources predict gene-gene 
interactions. See example of such analysis in Aerts et al. 
! Preference lists

- Queries from di"erent databases, lists from literature and gene 
expression analysis.

! Results

-Predictions of gene-gene interactions.

Aerts et al. Gene prioritization through genomic data fusion. Nat 
Biotechnol (2006)
Adler et al. Multi Experiment Matrix - Webtool for finding co-
expressed genes over hundreds of datasets, ISMB poster 2009 (N22)

BIIT Group Tools :      g:Profiler | KEGGanim | GraphWeb | VisHiC | MEM | URLMap

| Help | Intro |
MEM - Multi Experiment Matrix

Enter gene ID(s) nanog  (for example: Jun, 203325_s_at, ENSG00000204531, ...) [?]

1 NANOG 1.1  1429388_AT (NANOG) Homeobox protein NANOG (Homeobox transcription factor Nanog)(Early embryo specific expression NK-type homeobox protein)(ES cell-associated protein 4)

Select collection A!ymetrix GeneChip® Mouse Genome 430 2.0 [Mouse430_2] (487 datasets)  [?]  Mouse

Submit query

Options:  Similarity   Output   Gene filters   Dataset filters  X

Distance measure : pearson - Pearson correlation distance  [?]

Rank aggregation method : Use betaMEM method to get p-value for selected ranks  [?]

Set score threshold : inf  [?]

By default MEM displays most similar genes to QUERY, to invert this action check:  (and most distant genes will be

shown). [?]

[?] | GO annotations | ExpressView | URLMap link | Static URL | Query details |Results

Handpicked datasets :  :  :  :  : reset all | 419 datasets excluded by filters

Dataset list (in query) [68 ds]
E-GEOD-6078 PTEN-deficient intestinal stem cells initiate intestinal polyposis [AE]
E-GEOD-4786 Caloric restriction suppresses apoptotic cell death in the mammalian cochlea and leads to prevention of presbycusis [AE]
E-GEOD-7275 Evaluation of murine mast cells derived exosomal RNA versus their parental cells MC/9. [AE]
E-GEOD-10765 Expression data from MALP-2-stimulated macrophages from wild-type, IRAK-2-/- and IRAK-1-/IRAK-2-/- mice [AE]
E-GEOD-10214 Expression data from memory P14 transgenic T cells [AE]
E-GEOD-10343 Murine Acute Lung Injury [AE]
E-GEOD-11056 Expression data from mouse lung [AE]
E-GEOD-13443 Induction of systemic disease-specific salivary biomarker profiles in mouse cancer models [AE]
E-MEXP-454 Nef Gene expression during sex determination [AE]
E-GEOD-9443 Gene expression in brain Homer1a-expressing cells after sleep deprivation [AE]
E-GEOD-5298 Development of heart valves requires Gata4 expression in endothelial-derived cells [AE]
E-GEOD-13306 Retinoic Acid Enhances Foxp3 Induction Indirectly by Relieving Inhibition from CD4(+)CD44(hi) Cells. [AE]
E-GEOD-10216 Emx2 knock-out urogenital epithelium [AE]
E-GEOD-10912 Gene expression profiling in BCR/ABL expressing HSCs [AE]
E-MEXP-1137 CCSP-Stat3C Gene Array [AE]
E-GEOD-11165 Genes regulated by GATA6 in the lung [AE]
E-MEXP-1511 Mef2c is required for B cell proliferation and survival following antigen-receptor stimulation [AE]
E-GEOD-5338 In vivo function of NR2E3 in establishing photoreceptor identity during mammalian retinal development [AE]
E-GEOD-4051 Targeting of GFP to new-born rods by Nrl promoter and temporal expression profiling of flow-sorted photoreceptors [AE]
E-GEOD-7767 Differential transcription of ip Chlamydia infected C57BL6J and DBA2J mice [AE]
E-GEOD-9812 Molecular heterogeneity of developing retinal ganglion and amacrine cells [AE]
E-GEOD-13104 p53+/- mouse osteosarcoma RNA array (with mc3T3 and one RS control) [AE]
E-GEOD-5245 Profiling of CD4+ T cells responding to transient or persistent antigen presented by dendritic cells in vivo [AE]
E-GEOD-9044 HOXB4 target genes in ES cell-derived embryoid bodies (EBs) [AE]
E-GEOD-3554 Microarray Analysis of Retinal Gene Expression in the DBA/2J Model of Glaucoma [AE]
E-GEOD-1435 Microarray Based Comparison of two Amplification Methods For Nanogram Amounts of Total RNA [AE]
E-GEOD-11343 Rosiglitazone Treatment Reduces Diabetic Neuropathy in STZ treated DBA/2J mice [AE]
E-GEOD-7309 Requirement for ERK MAP kinase in mouse preimplantation development [AE]
E-GEOD-3653 Inducible Ngn3 Embryonic Stem Cells [AE]
E-GEOD-8128 E14 ES cells and Embryoid bodies [AE]
E-GEOD-9954 Large-scale analysis of the mouse transcriptome [AE]
E-GEOD-10246 GNF Mouse GeneAtlas V3 [AE]
E-MEXP-1518 Murphy Tissue Panel [AE]
E-GEOD-6689 Expression data during stem cell differentiation [AE]
E-GEOD-8024 Murine ES cells, neural precursor cells and embryonic fibroblasts [AE]
E-TABM-363 Differential specification of mesoderm during ES cell differentiation [AE]
E-GEOD-7069 Zfx controls the self-renewal of embryonic and hematopoietic stem cells [AE]
E-GEOD-10871 Differentiated, partially- and fully-reprogrammed MEFs/B-cells [AE]
E-GEOD-6933 Unique Molecular Signature of Multipotent Adult Progenitor Cells (Affy) [AE]
E-MEXP-1375 microRNA-10a binds the 5 prime UTR of ribosomal protein mRNAs and enhances their translation [AE]

[!]

E-GEOD-10806 Mouse iPS cells from neural stem cells by 2 factors (Oct4, KLF4) (Kim, Zaehres et al.) [AE]
E-GEOD-9563 Translation state array analysis of Mouse embryonic stem cells and embryoid bodies [AE]
E-GEOD-10210 Gene expression analysis of embryonic stem cells expressing VE-cadherin (CD144) during endothelial differentiation [AE]
E-GEOD-5671 Cardiac differentiation of embryonic stem cells recapitulates embryonic cardiac development. [AE]
E-GEOD-4936 Transcriptional Profiling of Hh-Treated Embryoid Bodies [AE]
E-GEOD-5976 Mesp1-induced gene expression changes [AE]
E-GEOD-3463 Expression profiling of mouse gonadal somatic cells [AE]
E-GEOD-4308 Expression data for validation of single cell cDNA amplification method (V1V3 method) [AE]
E-GEOD-11128 Expression data from single cells from mouse primordial germ cell lineage (E6.25-E8.25, wild type and Blimp1KO) [AE]
E-GEOD-6882 Embryonic Ovary Developmental Time Course [AE]
E-GEOD-9629 Comparison of normal and beta catenin deficient kidney gene expression profiles at E12.5 [AE]
E-GEOD-6881 Embryonic Testis Developmental Time Course [AE]
E-GEOD-9760 Embryonic stem cells with expanded CAG repeats (lorin-affy-mouse-501743) [AE]
E-GEOD-4307 Expression data from single cells from ICMs of mouse blastocysts at E3.5 [AE]
E-TABM-411 FlowResponse_W06 [AE]
E-GEOD-11358 Histones associated with downregulated genes are hypo-acetylated in HuntingtonÃ¢Â!Â™s disease models [AE]
E-GEOD-11161 Gene expression profiles of neonatal bladder samples. (GUDMAP Series_id: 19) [AE]
E-GEOD-9247 Effect of histone deacetylase inhibitors on osteoblast gene expression [AE]
E-GEOD-13421 CBA/CaJ mouse cochlea gene expression profile [AE]
E-GEOD-7225 Identification and characterization of the changed transcripts in cumulus cells of Bmp15-/- and Bmp15-/-Gdf9+/--DM mice. [AE]
E-GEOD-11040 Shared gene expression profiles in developmental heart valve remodeling and osteoblast progenitor cells [AE]
E-GEOD-12694 Cooperative actions of p53 and Pten in normal and neoplastic progenitor cell renewal and differentiation [AE]
E-GEOD-8828 Isolation and molecular characterization of cancer stem cells in MMTVWnt-1 murine breast tumors [AE]
E-GEOD-6789 response to IL-1b of WT and IRAK4 kinase dead mouse embryonic fibroblasts [AE]
E-GEOD-6398 Comparison between gene expression in heart from Lmna H222P homozygous and control mice [AE]
E-MIMR-42 EXP_EKMP_0504_01 [AE]
E-GEOD-13235 Gene expression profile of mouse embryonic stem cells (D3-pOCT-mESC) grown in low concentrations of nitric oxide [AE]
E-GEOD-7528 Gene expression of Wt vs CYP26A1-/- murine ES cells treated with control or 100 nM RA for 8 or 72 hr. [AE]

Dataset list (filtered out) [419 ds] [+]

Gene list [QUERY + 50 genes]

#Score #Gene name #probeset id #Gene description
#QUERY NANOG 1429388_AT Homeobox protein NANOG (Homeobox transcription factor Nanog)(Early embryo specific expression NK-type homeobox protein)(ES cell-associated protein 4) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q80Z64]

4.68e-26 POU5F1 1417945_at POU domain, class 5, transcription factor 1 (Octamer-binding transcription factor 3)(Oct-3)(Oct-4)(NF-A3) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P20263]
6.29e-25 ZFP42 1418362_at Zinc finger protein 42 (Zfp-42)(Reduced expression protein 1)(REX-1)(mREX-1) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P22227]
2.23e-24 N/A 1457314_at N/A
2.88e-24 DPPA2 1453223_s_at Developmental pluripotency-associated protein 2 (Pluripotent embryonic stem cell-related gene 1 protein) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9CWH0]
2.04e-22 RP24-335A2.3 1416552_at Developmental pluripotency-associated protein 5A (mDppa5)(ES cell-associated transcript 2 protein)(Embryonal stem cell-specific gene 1 protein)(Esg-1)(Protein pH 34) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9CQS7]
1.88e-21 ZIC3 1423424_at Zinc finger protein ZIC 3 (Zinc finger protein of the cerebellum 3) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q62521]
8.57e-21 SOX2 1416967_at Transcription factor SOX-2 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P48432]
2.02e-20 DPPA4 1429597_at Developmental pluripotency-associated protein 4 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q8CCG4]
3.55e-20 RP23-353B17.1 1449064_at L-threonine 3-dehydrogenase, mitochondrial Precursor (EC 1.1.1.103) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q8K3F7]
4.43e-19 EG435970 1443892_at hypothetical protein LOC435970 [Source:RefSeq peptide;Acc:NP_001030065]
9.43e-19 N/A 1454904_at N/A
1.54e-18 DPPA3 1424295_at Developmental pluripotency-associated protein 3 (Compaction-associated protein 1)(Primordial germ cell protein 7) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q8QZY3]
1.62e-18 N/A 1434280_at N/A
2.17e-18 DPPA2 1429654_at Developmental pluripotency-associated protein 2 (Pluripotent embryonic stem cell-related gene 1 protein) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9CWH0]
1.03e-17 GDF3 1449288_at Growth/differentiation factor 3 Precursor (GDF-3)(VG-1-related protein 2) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q07104]
1.54e-17 MORC1 1419418_a_at MORC family CW-type zinc finger protein 1 (Protein microrchidia) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9WVL5]
2.83e-17 N/A 1434279_at N/A
3.61e-17 RP23-285N14.6 1438237_at reduced expression 2 [Source:RefSeq peptide;Acc:NP_033077]
3.92e-17 ZIC3 1438737_at Zinc finger protein ZIC 3 (Zinc finger protein of the cerebellum 3) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q62521]
4.22e-17 UTF1 1416899_at Undifferentiated embryonic cell transcription factor 1 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q6J1H4]
6.22e-17 TCFAP2C 1436392_s_at Transcription factor AP-2 gamma (AP2-gamma)(Activating enhancer-binding protein 2 gamma)(AP-2.2) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q61312]

7e-17 SALL1 1437983_at Sal-like protein 1 (Zinc finger protein Spalt-3)(Sal-3)(MSal-3) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9ER74]
1.29e-16 PRDM14 1444390_at PR domain containing 14 [Source:RefSeq peptide;Acc:NP_001074678]
1.58e-16 TDGF1 1450989_at Teratocarcinoma-derived growth factor Precursor (Epidermal growth factor-like Cripto protein)(Cripto growth factor) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P51865]
2.8e-16 SLC7A3 1417022_at Cationic amino acid transporter 3 (CAT-3)(Cationic amino acid transporter y+)(Solute carrier family 7 member 3) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P70423]
4.56e-16 FBXO15 1427238_at F-box only protein 15 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9QZN0]
5.07e-16 N/A 1444292_at N/A
1.38e-15 ZSCAN10 1438787_at zinc finger and SCAN domains 10 [Source:RefSeq peptide;Acc:NP_001028597]
1.74e-15 TRIM6 1424448_at Tripartite motif-containing protein 6 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q8BGE7]
2.66e-15 LIPH 1457026_at Lipase member H Precursor (EC 3.1.1.-) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q8CIV3]
3.46e-15 RNF17 1438820_at RING finger protein 17 (Mad member-interacting protein 2)(Mmip-2) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q99MV7]
6.97e-15 ERAS 1456511_x_at GTPase ERas Precursor (E-Ras)(Embryonic stem cell-expressed Ras) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q7TN89]
7.85e-15 FGF4 1420085_at Fibroblast growth factor 4 Precursor (FGF-4)(Heparin-binding growth factor 4)(HBGF-4)(K-fibroblast growth factor) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P11403]
8.46e-15 NODAL 1422058_at Nodal Precursor [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P43021]
1.14e-14 PHF17 1426752_at Protein Jade-1 (PHD finger protein 17) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q6ZPI0]
1.22e-14 ESRRB 1436926_at Steroid hormone receptor ERR2 (Estrogen-related receptor, beta)(ERR-beta)(Estrogen receptor-like 2)(Nuclear receptor subfamily 3 group B member 2) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q61539]
1.56e-14 LRRC34 1429366_at Leucine-rich repeat-containing protein 34 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9DAM1]
1.91e-14 N/A 1434278_at N/A
3.63e-14 DMRT1 1423582_at Doublesex- and mab-3-related transcription factor 1 [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9QZ59]
3.74e-14 TCFAP2C 1418147_at Transcription factor AP-2 gamma (AP2-gamma)(Activating enhancer-binding protein 2 gamma)(AP-2.2) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q61312]
4.73e-14 TGIF1 1422286_a_at Homeobox protein TGIF1 (5'-TG-3'-interacting factor 1) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P70284]
5.11e-14 2410003J06RIK 1429701_at Melanoma-associated antigen B16 (MAGE-B16 antigen) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9CWV4]
8.18e-14 FGF4 1420086_x_at Fibroblast growth factor 4 Precursor (FGF-4)(Heparin-binding growth factor 4)(HBGF-4)(K-fibroblast growth factor) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P11403]
9.21e-14 DND1 1455367_at Dead end protein homolog 1 (RNA-binding motif, single-stranded-interacting protein 4) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q6VY05]
9.7e-14 N/A 1439065_x_at N/A
1.68e-13 ZMYM1 1428052_a_at zinc finger, MYM domain containing 1 [Source:RefSeq peptide;Acc:NP_080946]
2.32e-13 EG653016 1456242_at Embryonic stem cell-and germ cell-specific protein ESGP [Source:UniProtKB/TrEMBL;Acc:Q2Q5T5]
2.46e-13 DNMT3L 1425035_s_at DNA (cytosine-5)-methyltransferase 3-like [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:Q9CWR8]
2.56e-13 TCL1 1422458_at T-cell leukemia/lymphoma protein 1A (Protein p14 TCL1)(Oncogene TCL1)(TCL-1) [Source:UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot;Acc:P56280]
2.65e-13 N/A 1456140_at N/A
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Abstract

Accumulation of gene expression data in public domain has raised the opportunity to 
discover new facts by re-analyzing the existing experiments. Co-expression over many 
gene expression datasets has been proven useful in many areas of molecular biology and 
bioinformatics, such as network reconstruction and gene function prediction. However, the 
tools for this are lacking. Here, we present MEM, a web-based resource for finding co-
expressed genes over large collections of public microarray experiments. 

The search goes over hundreds of gene expression datasets from ArrayExpress covering 
wide spectrum of biological conditions from stem cells to different diseases and cancer. 
The essence of MEM is a novel rank aggregation method that combines similarity 
searches across individual data sets into a global ordering by selecting automatically the 
appropriate experiments and assigning a combined p-value for the significance of the 
similarity across all data. For more specific queries we have various mechanisms for 
dataset selection. The output of MEM is highly interactive opening up several paths for 
further data analysis (such as Gene Ontology / Biopathway enrichment via g:Profiler 
toolset).

Data

From ArrayExpress database we have downloaded all AffyMetrix GeneChip® gene 
expression datasets with raw data available.

• Datasets are grouped by platform which makes features of different experiments 
easy to compare

• Most popular platforms have hundreds of different experiments with wide spectrum 
of conitions

 

Method

MEM relies 

Real examples

! Nanog

To emphasize some features of MEM, we looked how it retrieves 

known targets of Nanog. We took a list of target genes from article 

by Sharov et al. and observed how many of them are within top fifty 

of mem query.

! On figures 3a and 3b we depict the advantage of mem over 

single dataset query. The dots represent individual dataset queries 

and red line the result of mem with default parameters. By default 

mem uses only datasets where the query gene has standard 

deviation greater than 0.29 (Fig 3a). The threshold has been fine 

tuned analyzing gene ontology enrichment in random mem queries. 

Over the 68 datasets (StDev > 0.29) mem found 14 known targets of 

Nanog (shown as red line on Fig 3a). 
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Figure 4.4: Calculating p-value for single distribution. Only the lowest one
is taken into account.

The advantage of this method is that it should be more robust towards
outliers than simply summing the decision values.

All images in this section were kindly provided by Raivo Kolde.

4.4.4 Comparison of Different Methods

To rate the goodness of our proposed approach and to compare different
aggregation methods we have performed 10-fold cross-validation and calcu-
lated areas under Receiver Operator Characteristic curve (ROC) and Preci-
sion Recall Curve (PRC) as described in Chapter 2.3.

The results are presented in Table 4.1 and on Figures 4.5 and 4.6. Sum
is the naïve approach, ignore negative and limit1 are respectively the
modifications where just negative values are ignored or higher decision values
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Table 4.1: Areas under Precison-Recall curve (auPRC) and Receiver Opera-
tor Characteristic curve (auROC) of different aggregation methods.

Sum
DCDiv BetaMEM

sum ignore negative limit1
auROC 0.8436 0.8364 0.8411 0.8437 0.8535
auPRC 0.0235 0.0226 0.0464 0.0234 0.0441

are also limited to 1. Other names are the same as used in the text. The
curves of sum and ignore negative are not shown on the ROC plot (Fig-
ure 4.6), because they were not significantly different from the others and
would have therefore made the plot more difficult to understand.

Based on the ROC curve, BetaMEM is the best aggregation method with
the highest area under the curve. The reason for this might be that BetaMEM
is more robust to noise and will not rank highly the genes that had good
decision values only in a few experiments. Looking at the Precision-Recall
plot reveals that overall limit1 has a slightly higher AUC than BetaMEM,
but it is caused by a small number of top positions. As can be seen from the
Figure 4.5, after recalling 20% of the angiogenesis genes BetaMEM starts to
outperform limit1. Ignoring just the top 6 positions would already cause
BetaMEM to have higher AUC score.

Another interesting result is that according to areas under Precision-
Recall curves, limit1 is more successful than other naïve approaches. This
indicates that ignoring genes with few very high decision values is a good
idea. This in turn might explain why BetaMEM is performing better than
other methods, because it does this type of outlier elimination inherently
(by not giving low p-values to genes that are ranked highly in only a few
cases). Somewhat surprising was the poor performance of the DCDiv algo-
rithm, because probabilities from different SVM experiments should be more
comparable than decision values, which can have different ranges depending
on the data.
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Chapter 5

Improving the Classifier

We tried a few additional approaches to improve our methods accuracy.
In this chapter, we will give a short overview of two of the methods that were
explored and present the results that we obtained. First, we will start with
feature selection and then we will cover an experiment in which we tried to
give different weights to different randomly generated negative sets.

5.1 SVM-based Feature Selection

“Curse of dimensionality” is a term used in machine learning, when there
are many more features than there are training samples in the data set. It can
cause overfitting1 and therefore poorer performance of the classifier. This is
something we have to pay attention in our situation also, because our positive
training set consists of only 405 probe sets and they are measured in 5372
conditions.

One way to overcome this problem is to use feature selection for which
many different methods have been developed over time. In classification
problems, the main idea of all feature selection approaches is to find a small
subset of features that could best help to separate the two classes from each
other. In this section we will compare two methods that try to find the opti-
mal features by recursively removing the least relevant ones at each iteration.

1finding random relations from the data that are specific to the training set, but do
not help to make predictions on new examples.

33



These methods are Support Vector Machine Recursive Feature Elimination
(SVM-RFE) [15] and Recursive Support Vector Machine (R-SVM) [31].

5.1.1 Methods

Both of these methods are similar in a sense that they take advantage of
SVM vector of weights of the features

w =
n∑

i=1

αiyixi

and use exactly the same recursive procedure to remove unimportant fea-
tures. The difference lies in how they assess the importance of the features.
For SVM-RFE, the

SRFEj = w2
j ,

measure is used, where wj is the weight of the j -th feature. In the newer
R-SVM method, a slightly modified

SRj = wj(m
+
j −m−

j ),

measure is used, where wj is the weight of the j -th feature and m+
j and m−

j

are the means of the values of the positive and negative examples in the
same feature. The authors claim that this makes their method less sensitive
to noise and possible outliers [31].

5.1.2 Results

To compare these two methods and to see if we could use one of them to
improve our Comb-SVM approach we used the R code available from [31].
For the positive training set, we took the 405 known angiogenesis genes and
for the negative examples, we took a list of 405 randomly chosen other genes.
This is the same approach that we used in Comb-SVM to generate negative
sets. We started with 5372 features. At each iteration left out 20 features
with the lowest scores until we had only 12 features left. The results are
presented on Figure 5.1.

34



5000 4000 3000 2000 1000 0

0.
28

0.
32

0.
36

0.
40

SVMRFE

number of features

cr
os

s−
va

lid
at

io
n 

er
ro

r

(a) SVM-RFE

5000 4000 3000 2000 1000 0

0.
28

0.
32

0.
36

0.
40

RSVM

number of features

cr
os

s−
va

lid
at

io
n 

er
ro

r
(b) R-SVM

Figure 5.1: Recursive feature elimination with two different methods.

With SVM-RFE we observed no improvement in cross-validation accu-
racy. When the number of features decreased the cross-validation error
started to increase instead. The overall pattern was the same for R-SVM.
Although there was some improvement at around 4400 features, it was hardly
stable. Without feature selection, the cross-validation error was 29.6%. With
R-SVM, the lowest cross-validation error achieved was 28.5% with 4412 fea-
tures. With 4452 it was still 29.5% and at 4392 it was already 29.1%.

Because there were only slight improvements in cross-validation accuracy
on our data and because in our Comb-SVM approach we would have had
to perform separate feature selection for each 100 negative sets increasing
the running time of the algorithm more than 10 fold, we decided not to
incorporate it into our approach. In addition, the slight improvements that
we witnessed in cross-validation accuracy do not necessarily mean improved
ranking for angiogenesis genes among other unlabeled genes. Furthermore,
feature selection with different negative sets could yield different results, but
this requires some further research.
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5.2 Weighted Aggregation

We constructed negative sets randomly, so it is quite natural to assume
that some of these sets could be better than others in helping to separate
angiogenesis genes from the other genes. As a result, we tried to alter our
method so that it would give higher weights to negative sets that better help
to separate angiogenesis genes from all other genes.

First, we identified which of the negative sets were better suited than oth-
ers for finding angiogenesis genes. We did this by taking each negative set and
corresponding training set mentioned above and used 10-fold cross-validation
once again. We divided both the initial training set and the negative set into
10 subsets. Next, we performed conventional 10-fold cross-validation and
finally got an accuracy score from 0 to 1 that indicated, how large part of
the genes left for testing were correctly classified. For different negative sets
these scores varied from 0.68 to 0.77. We assumed that negative sets that
had higher cross-validation accuracy were also better.

We tried three different ways to give more importance to better negative
sets. First, we just multiplied the decision values given by each negative set
with their cross-validation accuracy so that negative sets with higher cross-
validation accuracy would also have higher weight. This approach is repre-
sented under title weight in Table 5.1. Because the differences in the cross-
validation accuracy scores were small, we also tried two other approaches. In
the first case we calculated a modified weight value denoted by weight3 in
the following way:

weight3 = (weight+ 0.30)3 (5.1)

Adding 0.30 to the initial score shifts the mean closer to 1 and taking the
third power amplifies the differences between stronger and weaker negative
sets. The third approach was essentially the same, but instead of third power
we took the fifth power.

weight5 = (weight+ 0.30)5 (5.2)

As can be seen from the table, the auROC scores did not change at all
or maybe even slightly decreased when compared to baseline method of not
giving weights at all (limit1 ). One of the reasons for this could be that
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Table 5.1: Comparison of areas under ROC curves using different weighting
methods.

limit1 weight weight3 weight5
auROC 0.8411 0.8373 0.8351 0.8364

cross-validation accuracy is not the correct way to assess the goodness of the
negative set. Negative sets with high cross-validation accuracy could be well
separable from the training genes but they might not help to rank unknown
angiogenesis genes more highly than other genes. The problem could be the
same that we had with housekeeping genes. Trying to find strong negative
sets could potentially undermine the strength of our method, because we are
excluding negative sets that are very close to angiogenesis genes and therefore
can help to distinguish them better from all other genes.
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Chapter 6

Results

In this chapter, we will present the results of all of the experiments. First,
we will compare our method to the existing ones introduced in Chapter 3.
Secondly, we will analyze the predictions made by our algorithm.

6.1 Performance of Different Methods

We compared Comb-SVM to existing methods described in Chapter 3 by
using 10-fold cross-validation and drawing Precision-Recall and ROC curves.
More details on comparison measures can be found in Section 2.3. To make
results more comparable, we used the same division into training and test
sets in all experiments. In Comb-SVM, we used BetaMEM for aggregation,
because it proved to be the best algorithm (see Section 4.4.4).

The results are presented on Figure 6.1 and in Table 6.1. Our proposed
method is denoted by Comb-SVM and All negative represents binary SVM
with unlabeled data. Other methods are the same as described in Chapter
3. It can be clearly seen that based on 10-fold cross-validation our algorithm
outperforms all other compared methods except All negative, which has
higher area under Precision-Recall curve. The differences based on ROC
curves are not that drastic (2 per cent difference between our method and
All negative), because the number of known angiogenesis genes is very
small compared to the number of unlabeled genes. This in turn means that
small changes in the top rankings do not have a strong effect on the overall
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(a) Precision-Recall Curve
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Figure 6.1: Precision-Recall and ROC curves.

score.
Precision-Recall curve does not depend so much on the size of the negative

set and therefore may reflect the differences more accurately. On the other
hand, we are drawing our Precision-Recall plots based on positive and unla-
beled examples and we do not know which of the unlabeled genes are truly
negative and which of them are actually related to angiogenesis. This means
that any method that ranks new strong candidates more highly than training
angiogenesis genes is bound to have lower precision. This might explain why
All negative method has so high precision compared to Comb-SVM, but
gives less stable and biologically less valid predictions as will be shown later
in this chapter.

6.1.1 Roc-SVM

We excluded the Roc-SVM from our final comparison, because it per-
formed badly in the first step of trying to find a strong negative set. Namely,
the set of genes classified as negative by the Rocchio’s classifier was too big
(more than 16000 genes) and contained many of the angiogenesis genes that
were used to find this negative set. It was clear that continuing with this list
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Table 6.1: Areas under ROC and Precision-Recall curves obtained with dif-
ferent algorithms.

Comb-SVM Binary SVM One-Class SVM MEM All negative
auROC 0.8535 0.7921 0.4818 0.6742 0.8302
auPRC 0.0433 0.0096 0.0017 0.0034 0.2179

of genes was not meaningful, because it was too inaccurate and failed to help
us reduce the size of the negative set. The reason why the Rocchio’s classifier
failed may be that angiogenesis genes in total are quite diverse. This means
that the prototype vector created based on these genes might not have been
very different from the prototype vector created from all other genes which
of course resulted in a poor classifier. This coincides with our notions that
on Principal Component Analysis (PCA) and NeRV [28] plots angiogenesis
genes do not form a clearly distinguishable group.

6.1.2 Endeavour

The problem with the Endeavour is that we are essentially trying to com-
pare the incomparable. Firstly, while all other methods except MEM use ex-
actly the same gene expression data set, Endeavour uses many different types
of data including gene expression, protein-protein interaction and functional
annotation data. In addition, it requires the input genes to be in a different
format. In all other methods we can use Affymetrix probe set identifiers
that are also present int the main data set described in Section 1.3. The
Endevour, on the other hand, requires Ensembl identifiers of the same genes.
There are tools like g:Profiler [24] to convert gene identifiers from one system
to another but the problem is that one Ensembl ID can have many matching
probe set identifiers which in turn could affect cross-validation results.

To take this into account, we created two lists of genes. In the first
case, we used all 274 Ensembl IDs corresponding to our 405 known probe
set identifiers. In the second case, we filtered out only those probe sets and
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Ensembl IDs that had one-to-one matching. Additionally, with these two lists
of genes we conducted two different experiments. In the first experiment, we
used all 24 data sources available in Endeavour. In the second case, we only
took the six different gene expression data sets.
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Figure 6.2: ROC curves.

We found that, based on gene expression data only, the Comb-SVM
clearly outperforms Endeavour. On the other hand, incorporating all other
types of data makes the Endeavour to be better. The results are presented
on Figure 6.2 and in Table 6.2. We must not forget that even the gene ex-
pression data used in Endeavour is different from ours, and therefore it is not
possible to make any strong conclusions based on these results. The strength
of Endeavour seems to be its ability to gather different types of data and use
it to make one prediction. The goal of this research is to predict candidate
genes based on only gene expression data and in this case Endeavour seems
to perform worse than other approaches.
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Table 6.2: Areas under ROC curves obtained with different algorithms.

Comb-SVM Endeavour (all) Endeavour (expression)
all probe sets 0.8535 0.8815 0.5950

unique probe sets 0.7690 0.8844 0.5830

6.2 Analyzing the Stability of Predictions

In the previous section, we looked at how well different methods can
bring back known training genes in 10-fold cross-validation experiments. In
this section, we will concentrate more on the predictions made by two best
methods and determine how stable they are to the changes in the training
samples.

6.2.1 Experimental Setup

We decided to compare our best method (Comb-SVM with BetaMEM
rank aggregation) to All negative, which was the method that had highest
area under the Precision-Recall curve. Two experiments were conducted to
assess the stability of the predictions. In the first case, the training set of 405
probe sets was randomly split into two sets of equal size and then both of
them were given as input to both of the methods in question. In the second
case, the initial training set was first separated into 3 non-overlapping parts
{A,B,C} and then all pairwise combinations {A∪B,A∪C,B ∪C} of these
parts were used as input. Finally, in both cases we looked at how many of
the predicted candidate genes were overlapping in top 500 positions.

6.2.2 Results

The results are presented on Figure 6.3. In the first case, we looked at
the overlap of predictions after separating the training genes into two random
halves (2 sets). In the second case we observed the overlap of predictions from
the first two of the three intersecting subsets (3 sets). As can be seen from the
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Figure 6.3: Overlap in predictions using different training sets.

plot, Comb-SVM constantly outperforms All negative. The most striking
differences are in the biologically most interesting top 100 predictions. With
the first 2 from the 3 intersecting sets, our method results in 24 overlapping
genes while All negative gives predictions that do not overlap at all.

The stability of predictions is very important in the biological sense since
there is some uncertainty in the way the curated list of the angiogenesis genes
was composed. It is important to know that if the lists had been compiled
in a slightly different way, then our predictions would not have changed too
much. In addition, biologists have to validate our results experimentally and
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can therefore only look at a relatively small number of top predictions. If
there are very large variations in top 100 predictions, then they cannot trust
our results. For these reasons, we decided to use Comb-SVM instead of All
negative to make our final predictions.

6.3 Newly Predicted Angiogenesis Genes

In addition to judging the performance of our method based on training
data only, we also tried to verify our newly predicted genes. At this point
we performed a simple verification based on literature and public databases.
In the future, our collaborators will also conduct biological experiments.

6.3.1 Literature Verification

We performed initial verification by looking at the top 10 predictions of
our algorithm and seeing if we can relate these genes to angiogenesis based
on literature only. The results are presented in Table 6.3.

Table 6.3: 8 out of top 10 newly predicted genes could be easily verified based
on literature.

Pos. Gene PubMed ID
1 CXCL2 16207631
2 FMO1
3 GNG11
4 CCL20 19340288
5 ELTD1 18483404
6 ESM1 11866539
7 MMRN1 19924294
8 CSF2 18691491
9 IER3 19690192
10 PTPRB 17360632

PubMed ID is the id of the article in PubMed in which we found a connec-
tion between the given gene and angiogenesis. As can be seen from the table,
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8 out of top 10 predictions could be easily related to angiogenesis. This shows
that the predictions of our method are indeed meaningful. We conducted sim-
ilar analysis with predictions obtained from All negativemethod and found
only 1 gene in top 10 to be related to angiogenesis. This further validates
the strength of our approach.

One could argue that maybe some of these highly ranked genes should
also be in the curated set, but solving this question is out of the scope of this
work. For the time being we trust the biologists from the experimental lab
in their decisions and use their supplied list of genes.

6.3.2 Gene Ontology Annotations

To further validate the biological relevance of the predictions we looked
at the Gene Ontology (GO) annotations of top 50 new candidate genes. GO
is an online curated database that organizes knowledge about the function
and role of genes in many species. The g:Profiler found 71 significant annota-
tions out of which a selection of 15 most related to angiogenesis are presented
in Table 6.4. Some of them, like wound healing, blood vessel development,
vasculature development and regulation of endothelial cell proliferation are
obviously related to angiogenesis. For others, it has been shown that extra-
cellular matrix plays an important role in angiogenesis [26]. Full table with
results containing some additional information is given in the Appendix.

We also performed a similar analysis on the predictions of All negative
method. In that case, the top 50 predictions were not significantly enriched
with any GO terms. Looking at the top 100 predictions revealed some sig-
nificant results (e.g. BP cellular process, BP regulation of developmental
process, BP regulation of cell migration) but none of them were directly
related to angiogenesis.

6.3.3 Biological Experiments

Ultimately, we want to discover novel genes involved in angiogenesis. To
this end, we sent 147 top predictions to our ENFIN collaborators in Spain.
There they will combine our results with predictions form two other labs
into one sub-network model. Biological experiments will be conducted in
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Table 6.4: A sample of significant GO annotations found for top 50 newly
predicted genes. (CC - cellular component, MF - molecular function, BP -
biological process, re - REACTOME pathway)
P-value Term ID Name
5.51E-011 GO:0005576 CC extracellular region
9.74E-011 GO:0009611 BP response to wounding
1.27E-010 GO:0044421 CC extracellular region part
5.64E-009 GO:0005615 CC extracellular space
1.46E-007 GO:0008083 MF growth factor activity
1.08E-006 GO:0031012 CC extracellular matrix
1.27E-006 GO:0042060 BP wound healing
1.70E-006 GO:0048513 BP organ development
3.72E-006 GO:0001568 BP blood vessel development
4.29E-006 GO:0001944 BP vasculature development
1.05E-005 GO:0001936 BP regulation of endothelial cell proliferation
1.93E-005 GO:0043062 BP extracellular structure organization
2.51E-005 GO:0048514 BP blood vessel morphogenesis
2.95E-005 GO:0001525 BP angiogenesis
2.97E-005 REAC:109582 re Hemostasis

the following way. First, drugs will be prioritized by their effect on specific
angiogenic targets and by their reported anti-tumour action. Next, proteins
from the sub-network model will be prioritized based on their specific an-
giogenic role and their potential as drug target. Top ranked potential drugs
and targets will be selected for experimental validation using a set of assays.
Unfortunately, we do not have any results to report from this analysis yet.
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Summary

The aim of this thesis was to study the possibility of using gene expres-
sion data and machine learning methods to predict new candidate genes for
angiogenesis based on a list of known genes.

We tested many standard machine learning methods and bioinformatics
tools that could be used to solve this particular task. We compared the
methods by training them with the same data and seeing how successful
they were at retrieving known angiogenesis genes. Afterwards, we proposed
a novel Comb-SVM approach that is based on the idea of training multiple
Support Vector Machines and aggregating their predictions.

The experiments showed that Comb-SVM outperformed most of the other
methods in 10-fold cross-validation experiments when looking areas under
Receiver Operator Characteristic and Precision-Recall curves. We also de-
termined that our method gave significantly more stable results than the
second best approach proposed by Elkan and Noto [13].

Finally, we verified the biological relevance of the predicted genes by
searching the literature and determining the enriched Gene Ontology terms
of top 50 identified genes.
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Tugivektormasinate
kombineerimine angiogeneesiga
seotud geenide ennustamiseks

Bakalaureusetöö (6 EAP)

Kaur Alasoo

Resümee

Vähk on tänapäeval üks levinumaid ja ohtlikumaid haigusi p~ohjustades
igal aastal 13% k~oigist surmajuhtumitest üle maailma [23]. Hoolimata aasta-
tepikkustest j~oupingutustest ei ole seni ikka veel efektiivset ravi selle haiguse
vastu leitud. Küll on aga teada, et vähi arengus on olulisel kohal angiogenees,
mille käigus vähk paneb enda ümber asuvad veresooned hargnema ja kasva-
ma. Parem arusaamine sellest protsessist v~oimaldaks potentsiaalselt luua uusi
ja efektiivsemaid ravimeetodeid.

Aastate jooksul tehtud eksperimentide käigus on m~o~odetud enamiku ini-
mese geenide ekpressiooni rohkem kui 5000 tingimuses. Lisaks on meie koos-
tööpartnerid koostanud nimekirja 341-st veresoonte loomega seotud geenist.
Käesoleva töö eesmärgiks ongi uurida, kuidas geeniekspressiooni andmete ja
väikese hulga tuntud angiogeneesi geenide p~ohjal on v~oimalik ennustada uusi
angiogeneesiga seotud geene.

Selleks v~orreldakse k~oigepealt mitmeid olemasolevaid masin~oppe meeto-
deid ja avalikult kättesaadavaid bioinformaatika tööriistu, mida saaks kasu-
tada kandidaatgeenide ennustamiseks. K~oigi nende meetodite puhul kasuta-
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takse sisendiks v~oimalikult sarnaseid andmeid ning m~o~odetakse siis 10-kordse
ristvalideerimise abil, kui edukad need on juba tuntud angiogeneesi geenide
ülesleidmisel.

Töö teises osas pakutakse välja uudne Comb-SVM meetod kandidaat-
geenide ennustamiseks. Selle p~ohiidee baseerub kolmel sammul. K~oigepealt
kasutatakse juba tuntud angiogeneesi geene ning juhuslikult valitud negatiiv-
seid geene, et treenida paralleelselt mitu tugivektormasinal (ingl k Support
Vector Machine) p~ohinevat klassifitseerijat. Järgnevalt kasutakse neid klassi-
fitseerijaid uute angiogeneesi geenide ennustamiseks. Viimaks agregeeritakse
k~oigi klassifitseerijate tulemused kokku üheks ennustuseks.

Töö l~opus näidatakse, et 10-kordse ristvalideerimise p~ohjal on Comb-SVM
täpsem kui enamik olemasolevaid meetodeid. Lisaks näidatakse, et Comb-
SVM ennustused on oluliselt stabiilsemad väikeste muudatuste suhtes tree-
ningandmetes kui paremuselt teise algoritmi tulemused. K~oige l~opuks kasu-
tatakse teaduskirjandust ning Gene Ontology [3] andmebaasi veendumaks,
et uued ennustatud geenid on t~opoolest seotud angiogeneesiga.
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Appendix

Table 6.5: All significant GO annotations of top 50 newly predicted genes
using Comb-SVM. (CC - cellular component, MF - molecular function, BP -
biological process, re - REACTOME pathway, ke - KEGG pathway)
P-value Term ID Name
5.51E-011 GO:0005576 CC extracellular region
9.74E-011 GO:0009611 BP response to wounding
1.27E-010 GO:0044421 CC extracellular region part
3.81E-010 GO:0005125 MF cytokine activity
1.76E-009 GO:0005102 MF receptor binding
2.66E-009 GO:0009605 BP response to external stimulus
5.64E-009 GO:0005615 CC extracellular space
7.50E-009 GO:0005126 MF cytokine receptor binding
3.14E-008 KEGG:04060 ke Cytokine-cytokine receptor interaction
7.77E-008 GO:0042127 BP regulation of cell proliferation
1.17E-007 GO:0006954 BP inflammatory response
1.46E-007 GO:0008083 MF growth factor activity
4.20E-007 GO:0030334 BP regulation of cell migration
4.87E-007 GO:0050896 BP response to stimulus
5.83E-007 GO:0006950 BP response to stress
9.11E-007 GO:0051270 BP regulation of cell motion
9.70E-007 GO:0040012 BP regulation of locomotion
1.08E-006 GO:0031012 CC extracellular matrix
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P-value Term ID Name
1.14E-006 GO:0032879 BP regulation of localization
1.27E-006 GO:0042060 BP wound healing
1.35E-006 GO:0006952 BP defense response
1.70E-006 GO:0048513 BP organ development
2.78E-006 REAC:76002 re Platelet Activation
3.72E-006 GO:0001568 BP blood vessel development
4.13E-006 GO:0048522 BP positive regulation of cellular process
4.29E-006 GO:0001944 BP vasculature development
4.34E-006 GO:0008285 BP negative regulation of cell proliferation
4.74E-006 GO:0065007 BP biological regulation
4.79E-006 GO:0005520 MF insulin-like growth factor binding
5.79E-006 GO:0030335 BP positive regulation of cell migration
5.81E-006 GO:0051239 BP regulation of multicellular organismal process
5.87E-006 GO:0048523 BP negative regulation of cellular process
6.87E-006 REAC:75178 re Formation of Platelet plug
7.20E-006 GO:0005515 MF protein binding
7.53E-006 GO:0010557 BP positive regulation of macromolecule biosyn-

thetic process
8.40E-006 GO:0005578 CC proteinaceous extracellular matrix
8.52E-006 GO:0030193 BP regulation of blood coagulation
8.61E-006 GO:0051272 BP positive regulation of cell motion
1.01E-005 GO:0042325 BP regulation of phosphorylation
1.05E-005 GO:0001936 BP regulation of endothelial cell proliferation
1.11E-005 GO:0007165 BP signal transduction
1.13E-005 GO:0031328 BP positive regulation of cellular biosynthetic pro-

cess
1.22E-005 GO:0009891 BP positive regulation of biosynthetic process
1.25E-005 GO:0019220 BP regulation of phosphate metabolic process
1.25E-005 GO:0051174 BP regulation of phosphorus metabolic process
1.26E-005 GO:0006955 BP immune response
1.28E-005 GO:0048731 BP system development
1.35E-005 GO:0050794 BP regulation of cellular process
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P-value Term ID Name
1.37E-005 GO:0048518 BP positive regulation of biological process
1.54E-005 GO:0048519 BP negative regulation of biological process
1.93E-005 GO:0043062 BP extracellular structure organization
2.06E-005 GO:0060205 CC cytoplasmic membrane-bounded vesicle lumen
2.28E-005 GO:0005604 CC basement membrane
2.32E-005 GO:0019838 MF growth factor binding
2.42E-005 GO:0051240 BP positive regulation of multicellular organismal

process
2.43E-005 GO:0031983 CC vesicle lumen
2.51E-005 GO:0048514 BP blood vessel morphogenesis
2.78E-005 GO:0030194 BP positive regulation of blood coagulation
2.84E-005 GO:0050818 BP regulation of coagulation
2.89E-005 GO:0050789 BP regulation of biological process
2.94E-005 GO:0048856 BP anatomical structure development
2.95E-005 GO:0001525 BP angiogenesis
2.97E-005 REAC:109582 re Hemostasis
2.97E-005 GO:0002376 BP immune system process
3.54E-005 GO:0010604 BP positive regulation of macromolecule metabolic

process
3.55E-005 GO:0070851 MF growth factor receptor binding
3.79E-005 GO:0031091 CC platelet alpha granule
3.99E-005 GO:0007154 BP cell communication
9.63E-005 REAC:114611 re Exocytosis of Alpha granule
1.10E-004 REAC:114608 re Platelet degranulation
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